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PREFACE 

On a sunny afternoon 1n late September a group of 

friends were standing on the porch or a Southern planta

tion home. The eyes of one member of the group. looking 

far off over the fields of cotton ready for picking, saw 

the old live oaks with their great branches setting the 

shade like tufts or grey-green velvet over the fields; 

the splotches of color that rose and fell as the Negroes 

with their bandannas, aprons, sacks, and big woven cot

ton ba~kets, bent over the white puffs, to the rhytbm.1-

cal chant ot "down by the river side gwine meet King 

Jesus there", ,"there is rest for the wear,"; saw 1n 

spirit, the many years that this same picture might 

have been found, in this same field, and mentioned to 

the mistress or the plantation her idea of the priceless 

heritage which was hers. "Why", said she, "if' you are 

interested in that sort or thing, would you not like to 

see Grandpa's diaries? We have them here 1n his old 

desk." She led the way through the house to a guest 

room, and there paused before a huge hand-made oak desk_ 

which looked as 1r. it viewed with a magnificent and un

eonee:r-ned disdain, the passage of years. "We have all 

he kept except one, which the house boy must have used 

to kindle a fire, one sudden cool morning some yea.rs 
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ago. Would you care to see them? Here they are." 

Out from a drawer came four books, yellow, hand 

sewed, faded, but intaot, and in some way they seemed 

to exude .from the old covers the same detached atti

tude toward the light of the twentieth centuey day, 

into which they were suddenly plunged, as bad the old 

desk, their guardian. As if to say, "Well here we are 

again, the same old word, the same old lights and 

shadows, problems and perplexities, loves and hates, 

hopes and tears, disappointments and disillusionments. 

we know them all; we bave travelled this way before." 

So, into the.hands of the writer came "Grandpa's 

diaries... The reading was begun with· no thought other 

than personal interest, but graduall~ there grew the 

conviction that here were documents ot more than·"' per

sonal interest; that through the written word light 

was shed not only on the individual but the group ot 

which he was a part; that a pattern for the study of 

group life could here be discovered, and this atud7 

is the result. of that conviction. 

The author desires to express her indebtedness to 

the family of John Knox Elliott, his grandsons and great 

grandchildren, first tor the possession for use, of these 

greatly prized diaries, and second for much incidental 

information and kindly interest during the years that 

this study has been undertaken. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTIOB 

The Stud7 ot Social Relationships 

2 

The recognition of the reality of the human com

munity and the concomitant effort to understand and con

trol the relationships therein has been a major concern 

or man throughout the history of social thought. There 

bas been the question "wey" applied to every phase ot 

man's activity. What is his relation to the group; is 

he to be considered first, studied and conclusions 

drawn, or is the group of which he 1a a part to be col

lectively studied and broken up into the units ot which 

he 1a a part? Is his own action the resultant or hie 

physical and mental makeup, or is it conditioned by 

the action and interaction or the group of which he is 

a part, becoming finally a composite of all elements 

and so losing his individuality to that of the whole 

mass? 

Again what is the influence or geography on man? 

Wlq' does good climate and soil produce one type ot man, 

poor climate and in.fertile soil another? Which tJ'pe 

bas proven the better for civilization and wh1'1 What 

of the rivalries of man both within and without the 
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the group? Does this form of competition produce typi

cal results as far as the behavior of man is concerned, 

does it result in continuing patterns or behavior sub

ject to human control or is it simply the automatic 

action ot the positive checks to population, and re

sults merely in the survival of the fittest tor the 

time, and then the round again? 

What is the relation of man to society, does he 

make it, is he responsible for its progress, or does 

society make him and must needs be ever on the watch 

against the destructive forces of man himself: What 

is meant by the "social process"? Is it a "becoming" 

always in general patterned directions, or is it a less 

adaptive mechanism which centers around the possibility 

of development of the unit ot aggregation, the indivi

dual, and which concerns the group only as he is con

cerned. If this social process be a ttbecoming" 1n 

which to a greater or less degree the individual forms 

the center, then the study of the process begins with 

the individual and works from him to the group. 

In the search ot the sociologist for means through 

and by which to stud7 group life~ in order to account 

tor its varying phases and interpret them to society as 

a whole. little it an~ attention baa been paid to the 

personal and intimate writings or ma.n--those naive docu

ments never meant for the public eye or scientific 



scrutiny, but merely the result of the selt-conmnmion 

ot the writer. 

4 

These writings may be in anyone ot a number of 

tol'JllS. They may be letters, memoranda, lists, 6 jott1ngs

down11 all more or less without plan or purpose, ·or the:, 

may be diaries which become a part ot the daily routine 

ot the writer, yet are kept with no thought other tban 

self expression. A diary is usually regarded as a 

somewhat sacred possession, in which the individual 

records what he alone is concerned with, and which no 

eye but his or that ot his intimates sball ever see. 

The historian baa long made use of such material. Bow 

little would we know of our American Constitution in 

the making, were it not for the intimate writings ot 

Jam.es Madison, and how many of us see Old lngland 

through the eyes ot Pepys. 

Historical and Sociological Pacts 

Both History and Sociology are concerned with the 

life of man as man. History seeks to reproduce and in

terpret conc:rete e\rents as they actually occur 1n time 

and space. Sociology on the othe~ band seeks to arrive 

at natural laws and generalizations in regard to human 

nature and society, irrespective or time and of place. 

In other words, History seeks to find out what actually 

happened and how it all came about. SocioloSJ', on the 
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other band, seeks to explain, on the basis of other in-
1 

stances, the nature of the process involved. 

The following excerpt from the diary will illus-

trate the point in question. 

October 1847 
W'l3 Cloudy thia morning but cleared off 
through the day and tolerable cool We are 
picking cotton over the creek and picked 
1372 lb, I went to the Debate to night. 
!he question was which is the happiest man 
the Enlightened or the Savage The savage 
gained We have at this date 15,000 lb of 
cotton 

The historian would view this excerpt 1n the eco

nomic light and would draw conclusions as to the acre

age or the man in cotton, his labor situation as a re

sult or his day's picking, and his probably economic 

results for the year, it being well along in cotton 

picking time and he having 15000 pounds already picked. 

The sociologist would see these things but would pass 

them by tor the social implications ot the ttnebate". 

What is the attitude or the comm.unity toward education 

if in a debate on "enlightenment ve:rsua savagery", the 

latter gained the decision, especially since the docu

ment waa written by the man who is accustomed to im

posing his opinions on his neighbors. Were they interes

ted in education--public or private in 184'"1, it ao how 

did they manifest it, and what was the educational status 

of the older generation? Bad they been trained or were 

1. Park, Robert E., and Burgess, Ernest w., Intro
duction to the S.cience or Sociolofi, University or Chi
cago Press, dh!cago, 1a21,'pp~· !- • 
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they self-directed, but toward a more formal type of 

opportunit,- tor their children, tban they themselves 

bad? 'l'he historian is dealing with facts that do not 

repeat themselves in the life-span, the sociologist 

dealing with the underlying currents or thought and 

action which may continue during the whole lite his

torJ', thus affording insight into personality• develop

ment, group relationships, and cultural heritage. 

The Purpose of this Study 

This being true it seems only logical that the 

student or social relations should also turn for aid 

to this source, since his work and that of the historian 

differs in classification and interpretation and not in 

facts per.!!• 

This study concerns itself with a set ot diaries 

kept wholly 1n accord with the traditional concept o~ 

such documents, and seeks to set forth as in a mirror, 

the reflected life of a commtmit7 1n Sumter County, 

Alabama, through the years 1839 to 1865. The dia.17 

data is complete for the per10d with the exception 

ot the years 1857-1859. It is an attempt to set forth 

the typical group patterns ot an earl7· American Community 

aa revealed through an analrtical stud.:,- of a naive docu

ment--the diaries or 3obn Knox Elliott. The emphasis 

1n the study will not be upon the writer ot the diaries 

as a man, but rather upon his relationships 1n social 
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groups as revealed through his own account or his indi

vidual behavior. In order to arrive at typical patterns 

or group relationships, efforts will be made to examine 

aspects of group classification, community solidarity, 

and personality organization. 

Methodolog 

Giddings maintains that society is comprehensible 

only it we know what it does, and that is to convert a 

biological survival of the fit ror the jungle into a 
1 

historical survival of the better for human purposes. 

We seem at once to be con.fronted with the question U 

this be true how are we to arrive at the best method 

or ascertaining what society does. 

There have been employed from time to time, vari

ous methods 1n the stud7 of group lite. Interest 1n. 

and attempts at an explanation or social life at the 

h-mnan leTel, are as old as civilization itself. Sys

tematic approach to a study or social problems, seems 

to bave begun in the western world with the Greeks, no 

doubt being stimulated by that development of the free

dom of the individual mind, which characterized the 

teaching and thinking of Socrates, Plato and Aristotle. 

Those concepts of the material world and living things 

1. Giddings, Franklin H., Studies in ~eoq 
Human Societx. The Macmillan Company, 'Rew '!'ork,-922, 
P• 118. , 
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concerning which they thought and also taught were 

many and varied; the continuity of all phenomena; the 

natural groupings or human beings; collective behavior; 

these and interrelated questions occupied the Greek 

mind. 

There followed the Roman Stoicism, Epicurianiam, 

the rise or the Christian Church, the development ot 

medieval empiricism, and expediency1 the sweep ot the 

purely objective interpretations or social phenomena 

through the Social Theorists with their manifold lxy'po

thesea of instincts, imitation, state or intolerable 

ills, man born .tree but everywhere in chains; lite, 

liberty and the pursuit of happiness; the authority of 

man over man by mutual consent, and many others. 

In later times the methods of stu.d.7 have likewise 

been Taried. They have centered around three concepts 

or approach; the economic l"elating to man in his rela

tion to the factors of production, consumption, distri

bution, land, labor, capital. The Sociological in 

which a somewhat general survey or the problem. ot 

society is attempted, and the historical which coneerns 

1tselt with a study and comparison or the conditions 1n 

different historic periods in a given Society. Ot this 

last, Odum and Jocher say "it 18 an attempt at the solu

tion ot human problems through a careful weighing ot the 

various factors which effect the development and progress 
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ot the race as a whole."1 

Narrowing the concept we find a Regional Method 

of studying human society arising from those elements 

of difference 1n certain localities_ such as isolation. 

type or population, labor conditions, configuration ot 

land, fertility of soil, staple culture and climate 

which set apart communities though geographically con

tiguous. Of this method Howard w. Odum says, in h1a 

"Southern Regions": 

Many ot the dominant forces of the regions 
such as tradition, opinions, conflict, ar
rangement of local folkways and stateways, 
which constitute a part or the picture, are 
not measurable in terms or units that can 
be counted. On this assumption a part or 
the reality of the picture is inherent 1n 
the need and capacity tor such authentic 
interpretation or the South's background, 
as will give the dignity of,culture history 
to its Chronological lag, its retarded fron
teer dominance, its agrarian culture, its 
youthful and immature population, its lusty 
vitality, its unevenness or liff, and its 
marginal struggle for survival. 

Then there is the effort to explain human Society 

1n terms or man's reaction to his environment, sedc ing 

solution or human behavior 1n relationships or phJ"sical 

causation such as political servitude, religion and,ita 

relation to Government; slavel'J", relation of climate to 

forms of marriage, population and its growth. 

1. Odum, Hpward w., and Jocher, Katharine, An 
Introduction to.Social Research, Holi; &Company, lrew 
fork, 1§§§, P• §11. 

2. Odum, Howard w., Southern Regions or the 
United States, University ol Horth'. Caroilna Presa, 
Chapel Hill, 1936, P• 3. 
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Yet again there 1s what Bossaro calla the "Pie-
l 

torial Method" 1n which the study ot a whole section 

of population is made 1n an effort to determine what 

forces and conditions affect the group. In this method 

the study or collective achievement would seem to make 

possible an evaluation of the individual in the group, 

and supply reasons for his bebavior. 

Then we find the "Social Case" plan in which all 

lmowable causal factors arising from inheritance, heri

tage and environment are subjected to close scrutiny 

and the results tabulated. in terms of the individual 

problem. The case study method is to be distinguished 

from the practice of social work on one hand, and the 

statistical method on the other. It is related to 

both, but different from either. Social case work 

baa as its objective, direct service to particular 

persons. Sociological research has reference to any 

particular person or types of service. It is a search 

for general principles. Now while the stat1at1cal 

teclm1que depends upon the reduction ot data to quanti

tative terms, in order to yield totals, averages and 

correlations, the case study technique seeks data 1n 

term.a of processes, which tor the most part cannot be 

1. Bossard, J. H. s., Social Cbai,e and Social 
Problems, Harper Brothers, Bew !ork, 19 71 P• 22. 
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stated numerically. The case student examines situa

tions, persons, groups or institutions as complex 

wholes in order to identity types and processes. The 

data tor these studies are secured :rrom interviews, 

diaries, records of social agencies and sometimes :f?Om. 

questionnaires and tests. The great '\Bl.Solved problem 

1a how to derive legitimate generalizations .from such 
1 

complex bodies or data. · 

Dollard1 a Criteria tor the Lite Histor, 

An attempt to overcome this difficulty ia sugges

ted by John Doiiard in his Criteria for the Lite His-

I. The subject must be viewed as a speci
men 1n a cultural series. 

II. The organic motors' of action ascribed 
must be Socially relevant. 

III. The peculiar role of the family in trans
mitting the cultu:r:-e must be recognized. 

IV. The specific method or elaboration of 
organic materials into social behavior 
must be shown. 

v. The continuous related character of ex
perience from childhood through adult
hood must be stressed. 

VI. The Social situation must be caretull7 
and continuously specified as a factor. 

l. Warner, Amos G.; Queen, Stuart A.; and Harper.I.. 
Ernest B.; American Charities and Social Work, Thomas :x. 
Crowell Company, 'New York, 4th Ed., f930, p.221. 



VII. The life history material itself must 
be organized and conceptualized..1 

These criteria are assumed to be indispensable for 

a lite history technique, and are therefore wath con

sideration. The point of beginning of any study ot the 

individual must of necessity be in the surroundings 1n 

which he is found. Dollard suggests that the three 

most indispensable letters 1n the alphabet ot the 
2 

Social Psychologist are I. o. c. (in our culture), 

and implies that the life history writer must of neces

sity know the culture of the group of wh1ch the indi

vidual under stud7 is a specimen. Again Criterion II 

insists that those organic motors or action should not 

be outside the culture which the first criteria has re

valed, or it should be relevant or consistent with the 

mi11eu or the individual. There should not be ascribed 

to the specimen under study some behavior patterns which 

are wholly outside the culture possibilities. The third 

criterion touches the peculiar role or the family in the 

study of the individual. Thia cannot be overlooked 

since this influence can be traced back some twenty-five 

hundred years, and surely is or great significance. 

Criterion IV continues the development of the second 

1. Dollardi John, Criteria tor the Life Risto;rz. 
Yale University Presa, New Haven, l9331 P• S. 

2. Ibid., P• 17. 
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criterion, the organic motors ot activit7, through to 

the finished and completed person, as a result ot the 

urge and impact or the cultU?'e, while criterion V tol

lows the development through experience., stressing the 

tact that "lile begins at zero" rather than at the op .. 
1 

tion of the theorist with an isolated example. 

The part played by the social situations 1a Cri

terion VI. The individual must pass through a series 

of objective situations in hie "lite" and these situa

tions consta.ntl7 condition and recondition his actions. 

Some elements of each situation become a part of his lite 

pattern; some are discarded. 

Finally, Criterion VII, which is concerned with 

organization and concept1onal1zat1on or data, furnishes 

in the main the :f'J:tame or reference tor this study. The 

individual behavior of the writer of the diaries, is 

first set into a frame work of group clasa1t1cat1on, 

namely primary- and secondary group relationships. Fol

lowing this analysis_ institutional relationships reflec

ted 1n the diaries are categorized, with the view to 

demonstrating significant phases of communit7 sol1darit7. 

The diary is then examined from the point of view of the 

process ot personalit7 development. The dominant traits 

or personality 1n the individual are selected and 

1. Ibid., P• 26. 



related specitioall7 to his group participation. 

Leadership and normal adjustments cbax-a.'cterize the 

developmental process aa reflected 1n the data. 

The Naive Document 

14 

In addition to the methods in the study of group 

life already mentioned there is the use or certain 

naive documents aa a mirror retleeting the life of a 

given area through the unconscious but faithful pre

sentation of the attitudes and valu~s attached thereto. 

by the unit or aggregation., the individual. By naive 

documents is meant those writings of whatever sort., 

whose single purpose seems to be a sort or self-com

munion on the part ot the writer. 

There 1a no ettort at achieving a set objective, 

no conscious aim at anything but the bare recording 

and elaborating on whatever com.ea into the mind of the 

writer. The use ot this method depends for its service 

to the field of study, on an acceptance of the theory 

that the whole is the sum total ot the units which com

pose it. Cooley sa7s: "Just as there 1a no Society or 

group that 1s not a collective view ot persons, so there 

ia no individual who may not be regarded as a particula~ 
1 

view ot Social groups.• Therefore those social factors 

1. Cooley, Charles H., Human Nature and the Social 
Order, Charles Scribner's Sons,, Bew York, Chicago, !foa
ton, 1902, P• 3. 
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tound to be the most characteristic in the individual, 

are the most dominant ones in the group. 

Hawthorne in his Soc1olosz of Rural Life lists 

those tactora as: 

I. Fam111sm, hospitaliqr, communism. 

II. Uniform and homogeneous character 
ot rural Social Stimulus. 

III. Consanguineal character or rural 
Society. 

IV. The local neighborhood character of 
rural society. 

v. Comparative absence or crowds, mobs, 
adventitious social aggregations ot 
highly emotional character. 

VI. Qualitative, rather than quantative 
association. 

VII. Tendency to extremes in ages. 

VIII. People grouped into appreciation and 
interest types, rather than cliques 
and casts. 

1 
IX. Prevalence of custom and tradition. 

Naive documents aa a source of material contribute 

much to the study of communit7 life and are ot several 

kinds, diaries, letters., business transactions, memoran

da, all of which are useful in the interpretation o~ 

social processes. There can be no better medium than 

the written word under conditions of unaffected artless

ness, tor this purpose, since the complexity ot the 

1. Hawthorne, H.B., Sociolo& or Rural Lire, 
Century, Hew York, 1926., PP• ~tJ0-2 ·• . 



behavior patterns of man makes any other technique 

inadequate, tmeertain and unreliable. 

16 

The naive d.ocument offers many advantages. First 

of all the absence of the wish tor general approbation, 

which must or necessity influence the writing for public 

eye. Then again the freedom from traditional patte:rna 

or social control, which is ottered in this torm or 
record, leaves the writer at liberty to put himself 

unconsciously into the document, as to his opinions, 

his likes and dislikes, his emotions and prejudices, 

which when taken 1n their total, faithfully reflect the 

attitudes and values thereto attached, both of the in

dividual and through him• ot the group. 

Opposed to the admitted advantages or the use ot 

the naive documents 1n the social study are possible 

disadvantages arising out of the very nature of this 

situation. The naive document alone cannot be taken 

as an entirely valid source ot material. The situation 

is viewed trom the point or one individual. Rationali

zation is to be expected and guarded against, as it 1a 

scarcely possible to avoid justification of one's actions, 

either 1n the written or spoken word. The:re may also 

be conscious omission of those things which are not re

garded as of prime importance, or which., however basic~ 

are deliberately pushed aside aa not being in contorm1t,

with the traditional behavior pattermi ot either the 
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individual, or ot the group. 

Then again changes in the situation ot the indivi

dual may bring unexpected modifications in his attitudes. 

which may not be a correct standard tor the evaluation 

of the community mind. 

Still again the enormous influence ot the physical 

condition of the individual on his thinking and acting, 

cannot be reckoned ~1th. This disadvantage is parti

cularly noticeable 1n the diaries used in this study. 

The consequent lowering of individual and communal 

morale must be taken into the account and the result 

considered not as the no~l, but as a transient depart

ure which can and will return to normality, leaving on 

its maker appreciable traces or influence which in turn 

affect the behavior of the whole group. Perhaps one 

or the most important disadvantages or the diarr as a 

t7Pe of naive document lies in the tact that the diar7 

usually is a record of the overt behavior or the indi

vidual. Thus the subjective elements in behavior such 

as ideas, thoughts, and attitudes are not clearly re

vealed. 

The purpose or this study is, in accordance with 

the theory ot the value or the naive document, to reflect 

and picture an early American Community in Sumter County, 

Alabama, during the years 1839 to 1865, by means ot an 
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analysis of diarles kept consecutively by one man. Odum 

says, "there is much evidence to indicate that the South 

East reflects the pattern of the earlier America. Fami

lies were larger; they lived in rural homes, worked at 

home and 1n the fields, young people married early; two 

could live as cheaply as one; women's place waa in the 

home; the rule or the husband was assumed; child labor 
l 

waa logical. Every man's home was his castle.• 

It is the aim, therefore., to set forth specific 

patterns or comtnunity lite trom 1839 to 1865, through 

a study ot the primary group relationships., business 

transactions, community institutions, the personality, 

and his reaction to the chaotic conditions of the War 

between the States. In other words, by means ot an 

analysis of a large part of the life histoey or one 

man, to set forth those social processes and cultural 

patterns predominant in an early American community. 

The Technique 

As to the technique of this stud7, it seemed con

sistent to allow the diaries to speak for themselves 

insofar as possible. They were examined in their en

tirety, over and over again, read through without plan 

or purpose, letting the outlines of the whole gradually 

· 1. Odum, Howard w., Southern Refions ot the United 
States, University or North aaroilnaress, Chapel ftili, 
f§!'7, P• 499. 
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set themselves up. What were the great interests. moti

vating impulses, community relationships, human respon

sibilities, and reaetiona that appeared to stand out? 

Finall7 there were revealed to the mind of the 

reader the importance of five great lines of human 

interest. The primary or :family relationships, with 

its widening horizon as time went on; the business 

transactions ot lite and their effect on personality; 

the conmiun1ty institutions, man7 and picturesquel7 

varied; the personality with its background of stern 

Presbyterianism.; and finally the curious reactions to 

the war situations in which unwillingly he round him

self. 

Having determined these major threads of the tapes

tey, the whole writing was grouped uound them. Day 

after day, year after year, the life of the man was 

crystalized around these interests and impulses, the 

chronological order being kept, to avoid distortion 

of the developmental process. 

The diaries were again read through, this time 

keeping in mind the particular theme in the development 

of the picture. The •primaey group• first. Every- entry 
.. 

during the years that seemed to illustrate the force ot 

the primary group was carefully copied exactly as written, 

no changes of any slightest sort made, either in spell

ing, use or English, punctuat1on--this praet~ ally an 
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unknown art--capitals, all just as found in the docu

ments. 

Still keeping the chronological order, these en

tries were put 1n card index form, so that, when for 

the last time the diaries were read and culled, there 

appeared five groupings of material., each having a 

continuous theme running through it from first to 

last. The method of entry in the diaries remained the 

same through all the years. The day or the week, 

usually abbreviated--S. M. and so forth, the month, 

the year, then the weather and some comments on th1a. 

Nothing was too important to break this habit tb.m ugh 

twenty-five yea!'S. 

Finall7 these chapters or sections were set torth 

one by one with a statement of the fundamental concepts 

of sociology involved. Excerpts from the diaries were 

given whenever possible as examples both or the socio

logical concepts and also or the type ot illustrative 

data which had been set out from the body of the diaries 

according to plan. At the end of each section the whole 

group of excerpts, cm-onologically set up, are presented. 

In order to give the reader some conception or the 

setting in which the life and activities described 1n 

the diaries take place, there are included chapters on 

geography and population., and one on the writer ot the 

diaries. 
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GEOGRAPHY AND POPULATION 

The Natural Environment 
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It has been stated that no study of the individual 

is possible without a study of the group of which he is 

a part. This might as truly be said or his natural en

vironment, or "the combined biological and physical en

vironments, including such natural resources as climate, 

vegetation, native animal life., land forms, soil, 

minerals, drainage., water features., and such abstractions 

as location, size and form. The natural environment 

should be looked upon as a mould into which the htnnan 

race has been poured •••• A mould which has shaped, and 

continues to shape out economic, political, and social 
' 1 

life, to a very marked extent.a 

!he natural environment in which this stud7 is set 

is Payneville District 1n the County of Sumter, 1n the 
0 

State of Alabama. This State lying between 84 511 and 

88°31' ,West Longitude and 30°31' and 35° North Latitude 

bas bad a varied social pattern, from the civilization 

of the great Four Tribes through the regimes of Spain. 

England, France, to the final superimposing of the 

culture of the colonies under the American Government. 

l. White. Charles L., and Renner., George T., 
Introduction to Human Eeolofa:,• Appleton Century Co.• 
l936, P• 4. ■ 
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Alien Culture 

This part ot Alabama was first owned by the Choc

taw Nation. These were Indians or the Muskhogean Stock 

and spoke the same language as the Chickasaws ot North

ern Mississippi, and a closely related tongue to the 

Creek Nation of East Alabama. They had a complicated 

culture, and retained some old customs not observed by 

their neighbors. 

They were not an aggressive and warlike people, 

but were quite brave and contemptuous of all dangers 

when engaged in the defense of their own land. 

The Spaniard De Soto, in his wanderings which ended 

for him in a grave in the turpid Mississippi River, came 

through this section weary, worn and disillusioned, but 

struggling on tor the ever vanishing •pot of gold" at 

the foot ot the :rainbow. 

The Frencbman Bienville, set high up on the white 

cliff' of wba t is now Epes in this County, old Fort Tom

becbee, as a base ror his expedition against the Chicka

saws, and also a watch tower for the English traders 

who were arousing hostility among the Choctaws. The 

boundarJ between the English Colony of South Carolina 

and the Spanish province of Florida being an ever-present 

source of dispute, the buffer Colony of Georgia, with 

its charter granting authority over the lands between the 
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Altamaha and Savannah Rivers and back eountcy to the 

Mississippi River, put this section into that ColoUT 

over which James Oglethorpe and his philanthropists 

bad control. In this manner did the English set the 

stamp or their civilization on the section being con

sidered, which stamp, with but slight modifications, 

continues until the present. 

Early Settlement 

This part of Alabama is more recent in settlement 

than other sections. The first settlements of the State 

were in the Mobile area, around Old st. Stephens 1n 

Washington County, and Huntsville in the Tennessee 

Valley. 

After the Creek War, 1812-1814, the territory now 

included in the counties of Montgoim:wy, Lowndes, Marengo, 

Greene, Hale and Perry was surrendered by the Creek 

Indians and opened up for settlement. Those volunteers 

who had rushed to the defense of the settlement in the 

Alabama territory from the Carolinas, Tennessee and 

Georgia were so impressed with the new country that they 

saw during the campaign, that they returned with their 

families and settled these counties up to the Tombigbee 

River, across which the Choctaws still held sway. 

The running or "Ellicotts Line" in 1817 divided 

the section into the Mississippi and Alabama Territories 
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and statehood was achieved by the former that same year, 

with Alabama two years later. 

Hot until 1830 was the land west or the Tombigbee 

River available for white settlement. In this year the 

Government sent John H. Faton, the Secretary ot War, and 

General John Coffee, of Lauderdale County, Alabama, as 

Connniss1oners to treat with the Choctaws for the sale 

and session of their lands. 

In the Alabama Historical Society Publications* 

Volume III, we find the statement quoted from Col. 0-eorge 

s. Gaines, the Indian Factor, that he selected the place 

or meeting on Dancing Rabbit Creek in what is now Noxu

bee County, Mississippi. Re was ordered to have suffi

cient provisions for three thousand persona for one week 

of conference. As the Indiana used paths and no roads 

he was compelled to transport these provisions on ponies. 

The Chiefs or the Choctaws were Greenwood Le Flore~ 

who was to play such a part 1n Mississippi History ot 

a later date, Mosulatubbee, and Nittakechi, who was 

the third in succession from the great Pushmataha, the 

greatest or all Choctaw Chiefs. Col. Gaines used his 

influence with the Indians to peacabl7 adjust the dif

ferences which arose in the situation, and in 1830 they 

retired to the Indian Territory, leaving all their 

lands in the possession ot the United States. !.mmediate

ly there was a rush or immigrants from the adjoining 
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counties of Marengo and Greene and the first settle

ments were made up and down the Tombigbee River, which 

constituted the entire eastern bowxiary of the County. 

P:racticall7 all or the settlers or Sumter County came 

from Greensboro and adjacent territory and the adjoin

ing county of Greene. 

They were not an illiterate people, but were pros .. 

perous planters who came with their slaves as a rule, and 

were alive to the issues or the day, and especially con

cerned as to the education or their children • 

.An act or Congress, May, 18341 granted a quarter 

section or land to Counti3s for the establishments or 
"seats of Justice" or County Seats, and the Commission

ers selected the north-east quarter or Section 33, Town

ship 19, Range 2 West, this being the region around the 

famous spring well known and. used by the Indians 1n 

earlier days. 

This County Seat was named "Livingston" form

ward Livingston an eminent Statesman, intimate friend 

ot Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr, a descendant of 

Sir Alexander Livingston, who in 1437 was one or the 

guardians or the Young King James the Second or Scot

land. 

The County named tor Thomas Sumter, the "game cock" 

of the Revolution, extends fran the Northern b01m.dary 

line ot Township 23, Ranges 2 and 3 West, to ,the Southern 
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boundary line of Township 16, Ranges l, 21 5, and 4 West, 

and 1 East, and has the Tombigbee River in its meander

ings as its eastern boundary line. 

The district of the county concerned in this study 

is Township 19, Range 3 West, and that part of ,Range 4 

extending to the Mississippi State Line. 11he town or 

settlement of Payneville, from which the district takes 

its name is located in Section 13, Township 19, Range 
l 

4 West. 

The Physical Backgrounds 

The value of the study of the extrinsic factors of 

clim.ate, rainfall• surface, flora and fauna, staple 

crops, fertility of soil being accepted, it will not 

be out of place to consider briefly these things, keep

ing in mind that this is not an ecological study, but 

a sociological study. 

However, it will be recogc.1zed that the physical 

background constitutes one of the larger social relation

ships, and as Howard Odl.lm says, in his Man's Ques~ fQ,£ 

Social Guidance: 

Whatever differences in opinions and view 
points may exist with reference to the vari
ous theories and estimates of the influences 
of climate, soil, and position, general 

1. For valuable information concerning this sec
tion, consult Dr. A. B. ~10ore•s History of _Alaba~a. Also 
a Monograph on the Choctaw Indians by Dr. R. D. Spratt 
ot Livingston, Alabama, this last being in manuscript 
in the Public Library in Livingston. 



resources upon society and culture, there 
seems to be agreement on one important par
ticular. As Society progresses the importance 
of physical environment tends to recede into 
the background. In the life of' primitive 
man, nature and phJ"s1cal surroundings exert 
a far stronger 1n:f1uence than in more advanced 
stages or culture. 

After a residence ot twenty-five years in the dis

trict under study, the writer can conceive ot no clearer 

setting fer th of the situation than is found in the 

recent discussion on "Geography, an Introduction to 

Human Ecology,*' by White and Renner. 

This climate-the Humid Subtropical-is che.rac
te~ized by a moderate to abundant rainfall, 
well distributed throughout the year, though 
droughts may occur periodically. Maximum rain
fall canes during the summer, minimum percip1-
tat1on during the autumn. Summer with its 
tropical like heat, conduces quick sharp 
thunder-showers which are interspersed with 
periods of bright sunshine. summer rain 18 
also caused by cyclonic storms. Hail occas1on
a117 accompanies thunder-showers, but only 
locally, and never near tidewater. Du.ring the 
winter rain7 weather occurs over periods of 
several days, alternating with dry sunshiJ11' 
conditions. This rain 1a consequent upon c7-
clones, which"are more abundant in the Ameri
can Cotton Belt than elsewhere in the Humid 
Sub-Tropics. 

Much ot the winter percipitation is of the 
drizzle type. Light falls of snow are not 
uncommon, though melting takes place immediate-
17• 
'l'he growing season varies from nine to eleven 
months, being no where year long. Freezing 
temperatures are more common here than in west 
margins in similar latitudes. Winters are 
short, cool, and bracing, summers are long, 

1. Odum, Howard w., Man's Quest tor Social Guid
~• New York, Henry Holt and Company, 1927, P• ffi. 
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hot, humid, and enervating. Winds are stronger 
in smmner than 1n winter, and are! variable. 
Characteristic local winds blow over all such 
areas: the destructive and dreaded typhoon 
which ravages the coasts of China and Japan, 
bas its American counterpart, the hurricane, 
the dread of the Gulf States. 

The natural vegetation is richer by far than 
Mediterranean lands. It ranges from broad
leaved evergreen forests on the tropic side, 
to broadleaved deciduous on the cool temperate 
side. Coniferous trees dominate areas, the 
soils or which are light textured and badly 
leached, while prairies with heavy grass 
characterize the wetter areaa. Cypress, Mag
nolia and Gum thrive 1n the swamps. 

This Area is unsurpassed and unequalled for 
agricuatural development. The hot rainJ' sum
mers, and long frostless season, allow a wide 
variety of crops, ranging from tropical to 
temperate, cotton., sugar cane, rice, citrus 
fruits, beans, vegetables, tobacco. This 
climatic area in the United States is.almost 
as famous as that of the Orient. Here "Cotton 
is King•, the Cotton Belt producing more than 
half of the world's crop. 

In Southern United States, cattle. mules_ swine, 
and poultry are numerous, but sheep are scarce. 
In Cotton Belt proper, livestock is very impor
tant, because cotton and corn the two chief 
crops, l"equire the expenditure of mu.ch animal 
power, and because the rural population is com
paratively dense. Mules predominate over horses, 
since they can work hard 1n a hot moist climate, 
and subsist on poor and scanty fare. Dairy 
cattle are kept by many :farmers to supply their 
own milk and butter. Cattle would be even more 
important if pastures were better. Swine are 
numerous, finding almost ideal conditions where 
the climate 1s mild, the holdings small, popu
lation dense, and corn a meager crop.l 

This might have been written as a description ot the 

Payneville District, so true is it in every particular, as 

1. White., Charles L., and Renre r; G. T., Introduc
tion to Human Ecolo!S,• Appleton Cent'llr"1 Company, 192, 
Chapter VI, PP• 11§- 42. 



29 

is borne out by a careful study of the naive documents 

to be· evaluated. 

Population 

Not only does the character of a population 

affect the socialization process, but the Socializa

tion reacts upon population. Hence the state or a 

population at any given time gives valuable circum

stantial evidence as to the socializing process. The 

comparative homogeneity of the people has much to do 

with the inclusiveness or exclusiveness of the socia1 
l 

contacts. 

The population in Sumter County, Alabama, at the 

beginning of this study, 1840, was 29 1 907 1 of which 

15 1 920 were slaves and 116 free negroea. The density 

of population of the county was 15.40 white population 

per square mile and over 20-exact figures not in the 
2 

census-colored population. 

By the census of 1870, a census taken only a few 

years after the last of the plantation journal's record

ings which form the basis of this study, the total popu

lation of the county was 24,012. Of this number 191 287 

w·ere born :1n the state., the larger part by tar the 

1. Hawthorne, H.B., The Sociolof of Rural Lite, 
The Century Company, New York and Lon on, 1926., p. 13$. 

2. Sixth Census of the United States, Government 
Printing 6ffice, Washington, D. c •• 1840. 
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negroes; 323 were born in Georgis.; 687 bom in South 

Carolina; 150 born in North Carolina; 1258 born in Vir

ginia and West Virginia; and 184 born in Tennessee. Ot 

this number 51 were from British America, England, Wales, 

Ireland, and Scotland; 35 from Germai17; and 10 rro.m. 

other countr1Bs. In the year 1870 again the Payneville 

district, which is our geographical unit of consideration, 

had a population of 128 white, 1277 colored, and 3 foreign 
1 

born. 

It will be comparatively simple to see,the composi

tion of the white population of the country when it is 

recalled that the settlers of the mother colonies from 

whence these came were almost wholly English, Scotch, and 

Irish, Presbyterian and Church of England in faith; and 

as they moved from the tidewater to the fall line they 

took on the pioneer characteristics which that migration 

called for, and brought with them into the new country 

1n their further westward and southward journeying, 

that poise, courage, firmness of character and stern ad

herance to tradition which have since been the outstanding 

features or the community. 

William E. Dodd says in his Cotton Kingdom: 

The hills or North Carolina, Virginia and Ten
nessee reared thousands and tens or thousands 
of plain poor people, who made the bone am 

1. Ninth Census or the United States, Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D. d., ia7o. 
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sinew of the lower South. They knew nothing 
of the gentle ways of Charleston or the French 
manner of New Orleans. They built their cabins 
all over the up-country from what is now Char
lotte and Atlanta; they overran northern Ala
bama and the Tombigbee valley; they took up 
land 1n Mississippi and Louisiana. It was they 
who made by tar the larger part of the new coun
try. While the o:tl er Virginians brought with 
them their slaves and their good middle class 
manners, and while the gentry of Charleston 
and New Orleans boasted of their families and 
culture, these people adhered firmly to theil' 
stern Presbyterian faith or to the warmer emo
tionalism of the Bapt 19 t and the Method~ t.J. 

This is true to a remarkable degree of the popu-

lation of the area under discussion. 

1. Dodd, William E., The Cotton Kingdom, Bew Haven, 
Yale University Press, 1921., PP• I§-26. 
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CHAPTER III 

THE WRITER OF THE DIARIBS 

The Romantic Period 

The peri<Xl of Southern History during which these 

diaries were written has been called by some_ th;, rcman

tic period of Atneriean liistor-,-. Naturally one would 

think of the writings day by day during this period 

as reflecting this romantic spirit. The plantation 

life with its glamour, the 9b1g house" and its color

ful social aativities, the plantation belle in her ga7 

and gorgeous apparel, the men ill: their Prince Albert 

coats and tall silk hats, or astride a blooded horse 

off to the hunt. The aourtly manners and customs ot 

the times, and the deference and protection given to 

women. 

Dr. A. B. Moore says of this period, uThe planter 

was assuredly the cavalier or American Romance. To 

partisan southerners he was the grandest embodiment 

of the most superb manhood that evett graced a forum, or 
1 

died on a battle field. 

This is, however, not the case 1n this study. We 

do not find one trace of a conception in anywise akin 

to "romantic". 

1. Moore, Albert B., Histi¥ ot Alabama, Chicago 
and Bew York, American Hmtor!caSociet:r., fiic., 1927, 
P• 422. 
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This man, twenty-six years old when he begins to 

write, bas no background that could produce such a con

ception. His Scotch-Irish North Carolina ancestry had 

no love for, or patience with slavery. Not until they 

got into Alabama did the7 even own a slave. Like John 

c. Calhoun, whose connection with slavery was made by 

the purchase of 0 negro Adam" by his rather, the bonds 

were of the most slender, and at no time did they blind 

him to his conception of the rights of man. This being 

his attitude toward the foundation principle of Southern 

aristocracy, it is readily understood wey these diaries 

make no mention or those things for which the life ot 

the "Old South" will remain famous in Ame~ican life 

and history. 

The Writer of the Diaries 

In his book Southern Regio~s, Odum says, •Among 

the important neglected factors 1n the interpretation 

ot the agrarian south, is that of the large number of 

upper middle-class white folk who constitute the back

bone or reconstruction and recovery. Their cont~ibu

tions were definite in the regional culture. It was 

upon their character and persistent work that the New 
i 

South was largely built. n From this class was the 

1. Odum, Howard w., Southern Re~ions, Chapel Hill, 
University of North Carolina Press, 1 36, P• 57. 
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writer ot the plantation journal which constitutes the 

naive documents under study. 

John Knox Elliott was born in Giles county, Ten

nessee, March 11, 1813, and died in Sumter County, Ala

bama, February 13, 1892. He was the onl7 son in the 

family ot Andrew Elliott and Annie Knox, both or whom 

were born 1n Mecklenburg Count,-, North Carolina. Tb.ere 

were six sisters. Andrew Elliott and his fam.11.J" came 

to Alabama from Tennessee in 1817, settling first near 

Moundville 1n Hale County, then moving to Perry County 

1n 1822, and finally on the opening of the Choctaw 

County to settlers, coming to the western part of Sumter 

County 1n 1833. John Knox rode behind his motheron 

a pack horse, as a lad four years old when the famil.J" 

moved first into the State. While living near Mound

ville the father bought his first slave, which was later 

stolen rrom him, but by the time the family moved into 

Sumter County the slave holdings had increased and num

bered one man, one woman, and several children • .Andrew 

Elliott, the father of Jobn Knox, was in the leather 

business, and seems to bs.ve been attracted to Sumter 

cou.nt7 bJ" the tan bark which was easy to procure. 

There seems to have been a .family migration of the 

Elliotta, although we can find no direct statement to 

tbat effect. However, we find that John Knox at one 
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time returned to Perry County and made shoes 1n his 

grandmother's back yard. When his father died in 1834-

he was born 1n 1787--John Knox returned and lived with 

his mother. As to his early training• he had in all 

about 30 months at a private school, where he paid 

tuition of ten cents a day. 

He was very religious, hard working, loved little 

pleasure and spent all his spare time reading. 

He was married three times; his first wife was 

Nancy Payne, a daughter or William Payne, a kinsman or 

William Winter Payne, the Congressman for wham the dis

trict was named. By this wife he had eleven children; 

two lived to be grown and one thirteen years of age. 

His second wife was Nancy Noland ot Perry County, 

by whom he had one child who lived to be grown. The 

wife died within a year. 

His third wife was Elizabeth Fa.kins, by whom he 

had six children all lived to be grown. One died at 

19 years, one at 15. He was ordained to Eldership in 
1 

the Presbyterian Church and served until his death. 

A generalization round in Pioneers of the Old 

S'outhwest, by Constance Lindse7 Skinner, says: 

He made a religion or everything he under
took and regarded his civil rights as divine 
rights. He was a type of man who was high 

1. Information written by his grandson, Robert 
Knox Elliott_ S,miter County. 



36 

principled and narrow; strong and violent; as 
tenacious of his own rights as he was blind to 
the rights of others; acquisitive yet self
sacrificing; but most of all fearless, confi
dent of his own power and determined to have 
and to hold.l 

This is in a remarkable degree a clear picture ot 

the unit or aggregation under study, John Knox Elliott. 

If we accept the major premises that •the indivi

dual is of peculiar importance in the whole scheme ot 

social study, not only because he represents the objec

tive or society and is an index to the promotion of the 

good life by the good society, but also because in him 

will be found the key to the understanding or society 
2 

and its problems,• then it seems clear that the stud7 

of certain naive documents is of demonstrable value in 

determining those personality traits, which in their 

integrated pattern become the most important of all 

units or Social Study• the human being. 

The language of the diaries reveals a man with 

little formal training, but a continuing determ.ination 

to improve himself by all the means within his grasp. 

Grammar and spelling are both a puzzle to him. Rules 

of punctuation and use or capital letters were practi

cally unknown. However, he wrote for no man's eye, 

and as he thought, so took no time to correct himself', 

1. Skinner, Constance Lindsey, Pioneers of the 
Old Southwest, New Haven, Yale University Press, 1§19, 
PP• 5-~. 

2. Odum, Howard w., Man's Quest for Social Guid-
ance, New York, H. Holt and Company, 1927, P• 67. · 
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if indeed he realized that he was wrong. During his 

attendance on the "Writing Schoolu, to which he and his 

children went for several days, his entries 1n the dairy 

show several attempts at changing his writing, probably 

in accord with the new teaching. But he finally returns 

to his original hand, as if saying, "This is good enough 

tor me.•• No such thing as "change" tor him, in any 

phase of his existence. In later years his style or ex

pression takes on the language of his "good books". In

deed it must needs be so, since he spent many hours, whole 

Sundays when the preacher failed to appear for service, 

reading and making his children do likewise. This will 

make them "wise unto Salvation", he records. His lack 

of formal education determines him to allow no such mis

fortune to happen to his children. And to this day his 

grandchildren and great grand.children have set education 

in the first place in their lives. 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE PRIMARY GROuP 

Basic Needs and Group Participation 
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In selecting the major interests and activities 

for a consideration of the role ot John Knox Elliott 

in group participation, the point of beginning natu

rally fell within the family or ttwe" group. There may 

be many types of groups but one of the most widely ac

cepted classifications is the division of groups into 

primary and secondary. Cooley says: 

Primary groups are primary 1n the sense that 
they give the individual his earliest and com
pletest experience of soci~l unity, and also 
1n the sense that they do not change in the 
same degree as more elaborate relations, but 
tom a comparatively permanent sou.roe out of 
which the latter are ever springing. These 
groups, then, are springs of life, not only 
for the individual, but for Social institu
tions. Here as everywhere in the study of 
Society we mu.st learn to see mankind in psy
chical !holes rather than in artificial sepa
ration. 

It should be kept in mind that the section of Ala

bama in which Jobn Knox Elliott lived was under pioneer 

conditions in the early years of the diaries. The 

Count7 had only recently been freed from the Choctaw 

Indians by the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek in 1832, 

and as a result the situations arising were those re-

1. Cooley, Obarles H., Social 0r~anizationa, 
Charles Sc1--ibner•s Sons, 1929, New Yor, PP• ~6-§?. 
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lating to primary or face-to-face contacts. Dr. A. B. 

Moore says: 

Between 1815 and 1840 several hundred thousand 
people came into the present State, settling 
in the river and creek bottoms and on the flats, 
prairies, and cultivable hills that lay between. 
Thus backwoods times set in throughout the State. 
As a general rule they were a higher type or 
settlers than bad come before. Among them were 
planters who brought their slaves with them, col
lege graduates, and men of family with large 
political experience and enviable records 1n 
public service. But the first settlers in virgin 
forests everywhere experienced the hardships and 
privations inseparable from pioneering in those 
days. The planter, like the most humble settler, 
took up the new life in a log cabin, and for many 
years there was the1strange spectacle of a "log
house" aristocracy. 

These face-to-face contacts are of interest to the 

sociologist because they determine in the last analysis 

the behavior patterns of the individual, and through him 

the culture pattern of the group. Again Cooley sa,-s: 

Society and the individual are aspects or the 
same thing •••• they do not denote separable phe
nomena, but are simply collective and distribu
tive aspects or the same thing. This holds good 
or any Social aggregate, great or small, a family, 
a city, a nation, a race, or mankind as a whole; 
no matter how extensive, complex or enduring a 
group may be, no good reason can be given for 
regarding it as essentially d~fferent fran the 
smallest simplest or most transient. There may 
be a system or organization in the whole that 
is not apparent 1n the parts. In this eense and 
in no other is there a difference between Sociecy 
and the individuals of which it is composed. 
And just as there is no Society or group that is ____________ , ________________ _ 
1. Moore, Albert B. History of Alabama, The 

American Historical Society, fne., Hew York and Chi
cago, 1921, P• 183. 
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not a collective view of persons, so there is 
no individ.ual who may not be regarded as a 
particular view of Social groups. He bas no 
separate existence; through both the hered1tar,
and the Social factors in his life, a man 1s 
bound into the whole of which he is a member, 
and to consider him apart from it is quite as 
artificial as to consider Society apart from 
individuals.1 

The excerpts from the diaries that seem to illus~ 

trate best the primary group, present some very interes

ting facts. In the first period of years we find his 

interest centering in bis mother. Time after time he 

leaves home, "goes to mothers" and spends the night. 

He doctors her slaves, and also his sisters who live 

with her, ploughs her *'new ground", builds her fences, 

kills her hogs, picks and weighs her cotton, measures 

her com, plants her potatoes, hires out her Negroes, 

finally sells his own Negroes to her at a price to be 

paid three years hence, which was a good bargain for 

him, as he uses them whenever he seems to need them, 

and in settling up accounts between them, no mention 

is ms.de of any cash payment. His attitude toward his 

mother is a strange mixture of respect and extreme defer

ence, yet never does he allow this to interfere with 

his business arrangements with he?\ The following en

tries are typ~ al of this emphasis: 

1. Cooley Charles H., Human Nature and the Soa.t.al 
Order, Charles Scribner's Sons, New Tork, !gtl~, PP• 1 rr. 



S 9 January 1842 ••• felt quite unwell with a 
cold went to mothers & drank some brandy and 
salt and water and I think it helped me 

F 22 February 1842 ••• roaling logs at mothers 
and fixing fence and burning logs 

S 31 March 1842 ••• laying off corn ground and 
planting corn at mothers 

M 18 April 1842 ••• went to mothers didnt feel 
well 

W 11 May 1842 ••• sold my Negroes to mother for 
1500 Dollars part cash 30 Dollars the ballance 
to be paid in 1845 

T Pl> August 1842 ••• went to mothers and shelled 
corn and picked some cotton 

W 14 September 1842 ••• went to mothers and 
found Patsy verry bad started after the doc
tor and met him he came and done all he could 
but about eleven o'clock she died with wonns 

F 18 August 1843 ••• Tolerable clear went to 
Mothers this morning and found Dinah sick 
and undertook to bleed her and cut a vein or 
something else and went for Jones to come 
and see her he applied water and then slippe!'J'" 
Elm poultice the hands are pulling fodder 

F 28 June 1844 ••• beat out Mothers oats this 
morning 

F 29 December 1848 ••• Raining pretty nigh all 
day I went to Clarks to see if I could swap 
Henry for Old Sam to live with Mother no t~ade 
bands taking Christmas 
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After the death of his first wife, which occurred 

in 1850, he seems to feel that his mother would be 

next, and one can see in his actions that he is getting 

ready for this. He keeps arter her to make her will. 

The diaries record that at several times "I and mother 
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went to Esquire ••• to see about making her will.• 

Finally this is done, and he records the fact to

gether with the names of the witnesses, and one seems 

to feel an added weight on the pen, as if a feeling of 

finish of plan was there. He records his conversation 

with her on her deathbed, and his witnessing her struggle 

with the "wicked one", but her victory a.nd her "dying 

oft" after reading ot scripture and singing of a hymn, 

as if the whole scene was usual and impersonal. He 

does call her his "blessed mother" 1n alluding to her 

funeral, but no other mention otgriet or affection is 

recorded. He mentions her once in the diaries a year 

after her death and then other interests seem to come 

in. 

F 7 February 1851 Nice day, Mother has been 
growing worse all day she sat up a while this 
morning on a chair and ate her breakfast and 
then went to her bed. She sent me to town to 
get her shroud I got 6 yds from Jones and Hall 
at 5 bits per yd and pare of stockings at 37i¢ 
Bought one paper of Beet seed from McLendon 
at 12½¢ Mother had severe struggle this even
ing with the wicked one, but it soon subsided 
and she is more comfortable the ballance or 
the night Uncle Knox and Ash came after night 

S 8 February 1851 Cloudy and pleasant Mother 
sinking tolerable fast but seems to enjoy her
self and tole me she would know her Mother and 
my wife when she got to heaven and she left her 
blessing upon me and my children and her friends 
She seemed to rest tolerable well in the fore 
part of the day and I think she seed her way 
to the Celestial City by an eye of Faith and 
was comfortable she continued to rest tolerable 
easy during the evening and got into a sweat 
about night and took a little milk She was 
perfectly 1n her senses at supper time she was 
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taken with a shortness or breath and seemed to 
be dying off immediately but she recovered and 
talked to me some time after supper and gave a 
renewal satisfaction to her children John K. 
Elliott Margaret J. Moore and Martha Ann Elliott 
and other friends that was present of her accep
tance with God and felt tbat the Savior was 
present and precious and her brother Jam.ea Knox 
by her direction read the 17 ch. of John and 
sung the 666 Hymn Lord what a wretched Land is 
this that yields us no supply With great com
posedness she grew weaker until 45 minutes after 
10 then she died off without a struggle 

I 9 February 1851 ••• Clou.dy' and windy from the 
South I have been attending to the burying ot 
my blessed Mother In the evening there was a 
considerable gathering collected to go to her 
burial but there came up such a rain at the 
graveyard we buried her notwithstanding the 
heavy rain it was a solemn time with us indeed 

• • • • • 
Jan 2 
1839 At home Sumpter County Alabama 
Dear uncle James Knox through the blessing ot 
God we are all enjoying tolerable health I 
after long neglecting you attempt to drop you 
a few lines I have nothing of importance to 
write but in the first place I acknowledge rq 
fault in not writing sooner for I promised to 
to write you before now uncle James forgive 
it you please the situation of my affairs 
have been such that I could not do as I would 
I inform you that I live 1n a verry bad and 
wicked neighborhood we have no Sabbath School 
nor much preaching Mr. Haddon preached for us 
once this spring but he informed me some other 
minister would hold. sacrement in Payneville 
during this summer and I hope if we are spared 
to see another year rowl around we will have 
some preaching statedly 

(Written but not sent) 

W 5 1842 January- Warm and pleasant was snow 
making for Trible in evening Columbus Lee Sprad
ley was taking with croop and we could give him 
no relief and he died about Dusk Dr. Stephens 
say in such eases to have warm clothes & bathe 
the atom.ache and give them a puke if that cannot 
be obtained by medicine take chicken feather and 



45 

run down throat Doctor Jones says give them pukes 
until the phghm is removed then a dose of calomel 

F 14 January 1842 Cool and cloud7 Went to look 
for my hogs in the flatwoods Made William Harrison 
a pair or shoes At night went and bought some salt 
at 3 dollars per sack Bought Masone Horse the con
tract was this I take the horse and if he lives 
until March and likely to get any account I pay 
him 18 dolls.rs next January if he does not get 
well and fit for business I pay nothing I have 
been trimming my peach trees 

M 31 January 1842 Rainy heap made James Ash pare 
of shoes went to mothers and bled Eliza negroes 
been pulling up cotton stalks Harper and Ash cut
ting rail timber roun oat pach 

F 4 Februal'J' Windy & pleasant went to Mothers to 
run tar kiln while there the sheriff came and 
wanted money the debt I bound for Wm Pa-yne I told 
him I had money but intended to pay my own debts 
with it 

S 5 February 1842 Rose at Yim Paynes a clear and 
pleasant day went to E Sheltons and he paid me 
227 dollars in money then went to Livingston to 
see if Harvey could get anything out of me since 
he bad taken Wm Paynes note for the money that I 
stood his security bought 5 pounds of powder 1n 
town went tonight and bled Mother and MB Elliott 
with me 

S 26 March 1842 Clear and pleasant although is 
verry warm for the time of year have been helping 
Wm Payne turn his boat in the evening I have been 
shoe making 

! 21 April 1842 1Clear and pleasant we have been 
plowing our corn I went in the evening to Mothers 
got Wm paynes note_and went to his house and got 
20 dollars on the same this is the day of the month 
that I was married 

(He married the first time April 21, 1836) 

W 4 May 1842 Clear and pleasant we have been 
planting our new ground corn Lounsford stayed all 
night with me he had been after his Negroes in 
the woods 



T 5 May 1842 Still pleasant some cloudy We have 
been plowing over at Mothers over in the old com 
read,in newspaper today that nettles was good to 
poultice swelling and to drink the juice for in
ward bleeding 

W 11 May 1842 Tolerable clear and warm I sold 
my negroes to :Mother today .fo:r 1500 Dollars part 
cash 30 Dollars the ballance to be paid in 1845. 

T 12 May 1842 Clear pleasant and tolerable wal'm 
I went with George w. Payne and Hiram. Payne to 
Livingston I this day made a deed of gift of Al
vin to John K. Payne ,and bad the deed recorded and 
it cost me 3.75 · 

T 7 June 1842 I arose well this morning but soon 
took a pain between my shoulders which was very 
severe I sent for Doctor Jones he came and cuped 
me and blistered me which.helped me I think rested 
tolerable well during the night some rain today 
small shower. 

T 21 June 1842 Cloudy and warm this day I have 
been cutting oats John Harper milling wheat in 
the evening came the greatest rain that I recol-· 
lect of ever seeing in the summer 3 clouds appeared 
to come right over us and then rain came Teock 
(creek) was over some .or my cotton. 

S 26 June 1842· Clear and pleasant but warm went 
to see Mrs. Payne found her quite weak But I 
think mending She is trying the cold baths tor the 
fever which is I think good. 

T 30 June 1842 Clear and warm went to mill with 
some wheat eame by town and got l pound of salts 
from 'fyler and 31 pounds of sugar from A. w. Jones 
Nancy 'is unwell Got 6 yards or Ausney Burg from 
Tyler for Spradley At 1 o'clock nancy had her 
child old granny Pa,:e was here Our folks are 
working 1n the cotton over the creek 

F 1 July 1842 On the fore part ot day clear,, in 
after part fine rain. Nancy has considerable pain, 
at times Wm. Paynes wife is very weak. 

S 2 Cloudy. I have been hunting squirrels Nancy 
has considerable pain the baby is smart Wm. Paynes 
wife is speechlesa. 
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S 3 July 1842 Tolerable clean and pleasant Our 
little baby was taken very sick and bas spasms we 
gave it oil but never got an operation. I felt 
quite unwell and took medicine. 

M 4 Before day I walked to town and got Hadden to 
come to see ou.1-- baby just after he came it died 
about the rising or the sun Mrs. Wm. Payne died 
this evening after illness of 4 weeks with fever 

S 17 July 1842 Arose this morning felt tolerable 
Went to preaching and John Gray preached from 8 
Chapter of Jerimiah and last verse I believe is 
there no balm in Gilead is there no physician why 
is not the health or the daughter of my people 
recovered went and stayed all night with Washing• 
ton Gray. 

M 18 July 1842 Clear and pleasant I learned of a 
cure for dispepsia which is to roast about 4 roots 
of the poak about as long and large as your finger 
Put them in a quart of french brandy and take a 
Dram of same after each meal also to put tar down 
a horses throat for the collick. 

S 14 August 1842 Cloudy with a little sprinYle of 
rain I have been reading in Henry Consoliderable 
today about Elisba also about a man in the news
paper who was struck by lightening being restored 
by pouring cold water on him at night Dinah bad 
two children one was dead born. I went and brought 
Dr. Stephens Dr. Jones was sick and told me to 
get Stephens and it shall not cost me a cent. 

T 23 August 1842 Tolerable clear ta:l. ay Went 
with nancy to warp a piece of cloth came home and 
made a blowing horn got out some basket wood in 
the evening went to George Paynes to see old Mrs. 
Payne she was dying and lived but a short while 
died½ past 4 o'clock in the evening Missed the 
ague. 

F 19 Aug. 1842 Clear and warm went to town and 
got from Mason some ½ gallon of French Brandy ca.me 
home and my hand and finger hurt me wonderful a 
bile on the thick part or my left hand and one on 
my little finger and such I never had before the 
greatest ease was life everlasting poultice. 
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S 20 Some cloudy with rain in the evening I have 
been to Payneville good part of the day as jury 
man then ca.me home and was racked wonderfU.1 with 
my biles! lanced them and got ease directlr I 
never seen so much run out of a bile before. 

W 14 September 1842 Somewhat cloudy and more 
colder than has been went to Mothers and found 
Patsy verry bad started after the doctor and 
met him he came and done all he could but about 
eleven o'clock she died with worms after being 
sick about 3 days came a great rain tcd ay fine 
season. 

T 5 September 1842 Cloudy with some rain went 
this morning and got Coffin to put Patsy in from. 
Alexander Campbell came home with the coffin and 
bureyed her and then made Oby Spradley 1 pair of 
shoees. 

M 19 September 1842 Raining slowl7 I have been 
beating out Mothers wheat but when I went to 'Wm· 
Paynes I found his little Matilda so siek I did 
not leave she died about 2 o'clock little Martha 
is verry sick we stayed all night. 

T 20 Basy and warm help dig the grave Sister 
Martha is poorly I stayed all night with her Doc
tor Jones came to see her this evening. 

W 12 October 1842 Clear and pleasant I went to 
Mother's this morning and found Eliza all mes t 
dead & I went for Doctor Jones & he came and 
put pepper and mustard seed to her legs and irons 
to her and got her warm and directed me to bleed 
her and I did so & she crone to her right mind 
and to her speech and began to sweat.and gradu
ally got better I stayed all night Eliza better. 

T 13 October 1842 Clear and pleasant went and 
lanced George Harpers throat or rising Sister 
Jane and myself went after a cow to John Moore 
old ple.ee and coming home I picked up a lim and 
cut step at her & down she came on the ground & 
after that I tell you she wasn't so ha.rd to drive 
James Ash is sick at my house. 



T 1 November 1842 I got George Payne to go 
for Doctor and he said my lungs were affected 
and gave me solutions of tattar emetic & put 
great blister plasters or mystard seed on 'lJl.'f 
Breast and left some little medicine I began 
to get a little better. 

T 21 February 1842 Clear this morning with a 
little frost continued to hall cotton to the 
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gin help cut open a sow at James Hodges tcrl ay 
that was not able to bring forth herpigs and 
took the pigs from her dead Jef. George assessed 
my tax. 

S 29 April 1843 Cloudy and pleasant first thing 
I laid some plank on my loft after breakfast 
knocked the top off some cotton ridges then I 
was sent for to Mr. Hencheys he was bad off with 
Quinsey I came home and had some chill Dr called 
at my house and gave me a few pills 4 of rubard 
and 8 or some other (said) he did not know whether 
the medicine was good or not he had lately pur
chased it in Livingston. 

T 20 June 1843 Clear and pleasant. I am mending 
I have got clear of the ague and my finger is 
mending. (Thia ague ran almost a year) 

M 24 July 1843 Made Sally Harper shoes th1a 
morning and afterwards went to preaching and 
heard Armstrong again I also today heard the 
Whig Ce.nd:id ate speak in the Ecademy but not 
long preaoheng at 4 o'clock and also at night 
Isiah 55 Ch. & Vs. l Came home nobody converted 
yet. 

M 7 August 1843 Clear and quite warm went to 
mill this morning and then to the election. & 
there were something like 122 vo~es given the 
Democrats are pretty much divided great many per
sons drinking. 

F 18 August 1843 Tolerable clear went to Mothers 
this morning and found Dinah sick and undertook 
to bleed her and cut a vein or something else and 
went for Jones to come and see her he applied water 
and then slippery Elm poultice the hands are pulling 
.fodder. 

S 20 August 1843 Clear and tolerable pleasant I 
went to Mothers and found Dinah some better then 
went to Cookseys and found his Jack child ve!'y bad 
off and after dinner he died abQut 3 o'clock he 
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was prostrated from purging the night before. 

M 21 August 1843 Clear and tolerable pleasant 
I went with my sisters to Mr. Wards school eame 
home and went to graveyard and helped finish 
Cookseys child grave. 

M 25 September 1843 Clear and wal"Jll went to 
preaching and heard Mr. Smith from Ephesians 6 
and 10 to 19 verse after sermon Mr. McDonald and 
myself and John Greenlee went to Brethevaits to 
enquire into his case we did not give him a letter 
of Dismission and refered it to the Presbytery I 
was fainte & poorly tonight with my breast and 
fever and was out of my head. 

T 3 October 1843 Tolerable wa:rm and clear we 
are mending I ma.de a Hamper basket this morning 
then went to Mothers and found little William 
sick, I gave him some fesick Margaret is sick 
went ·to town in the evening and got Doctor Gamble 
to mix me up some quinine in Solution Agreed to 
pay James Boyd 2.12 for Ward for the children 
schooling. 

S 17 September 1843 Tolerable clear although in 
the evening there was some rain about the time 
preaching broke up a few words were said to the 
Black peotle about the Brazen Serpent Mr McDonald 
preachea o us too.ay from Gallations 4 c and 4 & 
5 vs there was about 40 communicants today in all 
I came home and found Nancy quite bad off and 
went immediately for Mrs. P ___ she came with 
me and stayed all night. 

M 18 September 1843 Quite warm today and tine 
showers in the evening Mr. Smith called about 
dinner time and stayed until night with me then 
we went to church and Smith preached a good ser
mon from 5 Ch. of Math. 25 & 26 Vers. Nancy lost 
her child this evening considerable interest in 
the meeting several mourners I went for Dr. Jones 
this evening. 

T 19 September 1843 Tolerable clear Nancy is 
quite peart and the ballance of us are tolerable 
well. I have been burying my infant our peQple 
went to Church and Mr Smith text was in Proverbs 
8 Ch. and 17 vs. those that seek me earl7. 
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T 19 December 1843 Cloudy and warm and misting 
rain all day I went this morning to old Mr. Boyda 
to see if they could gin my cotton came home and 
went to Jackson and took up a due bill for $2.00 
that he held on me with an order I got from Lewis 
Parem the river is very full came to town and 
heard the worst quarrel with Preacher Shelton and 
Jolm Greenlee that I have ever heard for some
time came home and put up some hogs. 

M 18 January 1844 Cloudy & Drisley stayed at 
Dillards until evening then came home he is 
poorly therefore I stayed with him. 

W 28 February 1844 Clear and pleasant have been 
hunting for hornets nests for Dillard Payne to 
take the tea at night 1s said to be good for the 
consu:mtion and in the day drink Spicewood tea. 

S 26 March 1844 I and Nanc7 went to Wash Payn.es 
and his daughter was born some rainfall tonight. 

W 29 May 1844 Tolerable clear Sam ard me have 
been plowing in the bottom Cate and Dinah went 
to McDaniels to work at 1.00 per day. 

F 28 June 1844 Tolerable clear & quite warm beat 
out Mothers oats this morn1ug John Greenlee gave 
me a speach of Winter Payne which I read after 
dinner. (Wm. Payne the Congressman) 

T 12 September 1844 Cloudy with a little rain 
Nancy was taken sick ar.d had her child about mid.
night. 

T 17 September 1844 Cool and foggy- this morning 
my wife and child are doing very well I suppose 
we are hauling corn. 

T 19 September 1844 Clear dry and tolerable warm 
the hands went to G. w. Paynes to pick cotton at 
.50 per hundred the money to be paid l Feb next 
Nancy and her child Harriet Ann Virginia are toler
able well. 

T 10 October 1844 Clear and tolerable warm I rose 
early this morning and went for Doctor Jones to come 
to our baby and he gave it Ipecac and Calomel, 
Squills and sweet oil and put mustard on its breast 
it is very poorly. 
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F 18 April 1845 Cloudy & wa:rm plows are plowing 
cotton at Mothers I went and carried the chain 
to lay off Jane Paynes dower there has been a 
shower or two today. 

M 21 April 1845 Tolerable clear & quite warm we 
commenced to chop out cotton 2 of our hemes gave 
out in a manner and I cut the hooks out of their 
eyes. 

S 28 April 1845 Clear and pleasant I went and 
seed a negro that had hung himself and indeed he 
was a shocking looking sight he was buried I then 
went to preaching and heard R.M.M. preach from IV. 
of 12 c or Hebrews. 

M 28 July 1845 Clear and warm I ca.me home this 
morning and lay down & slept until near dinner 
then I and John Perry went to Mariah Paynes and 
got Sally Cantrell she was bound to me she is 11 
or 12 years old this fall. 

S 20 December 1845 Clear & very cold I and man,
others from this neighborhood went to Livingston 
as witnesses in the case of Jonas Weaver it was 
a very ugly case indeed several witnesses on 
either side some to invalidate Jack Payne's oath 
others to substantiate the roads are veI7 severe 
on horses I got home late the coldest night I 
have experienced this winter. 

W 14 January 1846 Cloudy and some rain I went 
to town today and took up from Jno. c. Gillespie 
Margareta and Martha.a account of sdlooling with 
Bob Little the act. was 47 dollars. 

W 11 March 1846 Cloudy & warm clouds from the 
south pulling up cotton stalks in the field here 
at home my John horse has been very sick I gave 
him amber and sage tea and molasses and allum 
from some of those drenches he got better Tonight 
I sent and bought l qt. whiskey from D. Boyda 
groce1"'7. 

S 13 June 1846 Cloudy & fine rain toda7 I went 
to Payneville to sit in Court Martial in the even
ing my wife and me went to James Boyds to see Dr 
Jones child & stayed all night the child had 
spasms when we went. 
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S 14 Clear and cooler I went on to Dr Jones with 
his little dead child it died this morning I 
suffered for sleep. 

F 29 December 1848 Raining pretty nigh all day I 
went to Clarks to see if I could swap Henry for Old 
Sam to live with Mother no trade bands taking 
Christmas. 

W 3 January- 1849 Some cloudy I went to a hiring 
of negroes to Morrison Thomas & hired negro Jeffry 
at 100 dollars Ma and w. P. Hall for security. 

T 11 I went to M. Thomas on a hunt for negro 
Jeffry. 

T 1 June 1849 Clear & warm. I was rousted this 
morning to go for the granny for Liza she had her 
child this evening. 

S 9 Some cloudy I and heney- have been burying a 
little child of Lizas that died. 

'l' 20 September 1849 Clear & warm I went for Dr 
Gambrell to see my wife some of the hards over 
the creek picking cotton about½ past ten o'clock 
my wi:te bad her child which we think of calling 
Nancy Louisa Elizabeth my wife is tolerable poor
ly. 

F 21 Some little rain this evening I and Birdsong 
have been setting a tar kiln my wife poorly yet. 

T 6 November 1849 Some Cloudy. I ginned until 
Dinner then I went and helped Mathew Boyd raise 
his house. Sister Margaret had a boy child. 

T 3 January 1850 Cloudy & warm went to Town 
with Mother to get Jno. c. Gillespie to write her 
will but postponed it. 

S 17 March 1850 Tolerable clear nice warm. day went 
and heard Mr. R. Haddon preached from Haggai le 
2vs. he spoke a good deal about procrastination. 
I went to the service for the blacks in the even
ing. The Text was from Ezkiel, wb:y will ye die it 
was also a good sermon. 



54 

W 24 April 1850 Cloudy and rainy verry little 
done I have been unwell and today like to fainted 
I went to town and got me a bottle of Salarathers 
37½ cents from J. c. Gillespie. 

F 23 August 1850 Warm and cloudy I went for Gam
brell this morning before day My wife verry bad all 
night doing scarcely nothing. 

S 24 August 1850 Dr Anderson came to see my wife 
she is verry- poorly this day and night the medicdxe 
would not act. Presbyterian meeting is in progress. 

S 25 August 1850 Nice morning¼ after six o'clock 
my- wife died with one struggle only & her spirit 
wafted its way to the celestial world. 

M 26 Pretty day my wifes .funeral was preached by 
Mr. Silliman from Amost 4 c 12 v Prepare to meet 
tey God. 

F 20 September 1850 Clear & warm I and Cousin 
James Knox have been nocking about through the 
neighborhood seeing if there could be a school 
made up Aunt Jane Seale passed this way going home 
having been to see her Mother sent money to Phila
delphia to pay for the Presbyterian Newspaper. 

T 10 October 1850 Cloudy some. I went to town 
this evening because I was lonesome James H. Cham
bers stayed all night with me. 

M 21 October 1850 Clear and cool I went to town 
and got l Beaver hat from J. c. Gillespie at 5.00 
l saddle from J McLendon 15.00. 

M 28 October 1850 Pleasant the hands are 1n house 
field picking cotton Mother make her will she is 
sick Jolm Greenlee, John M Boyd, Boyd witnesses 
to the will. 

F 22 November 1850 Some rain., then cleared off 
Mother and me had a settlement today she owed me 
521 dollars for various notes for corn for gro
ceries for store acts etc I owed her 556 dollars 
320 for cotton 100 for a note that she bad on 
George for the hire of Heney SO dollars vs. Bow 
all is settled and I owe her a due bill of some 
30 dollars. 
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M 25 November 1850 This day 3 monthS my dead wife 
died¼ after six o'clock 1n the morning I am ginning 
and picking cotton looks like rain. 

F 5 December 1850 Cloudy and cold. I went to 
Mother Boyda tonight to a little gathering of the 
youngsters. 

M 16 December 1850 Rain last night I and sister 
Martha went to Sumterville and I bought 39 15/100 
worth my coat, pants and vest. 

T 26 December 1850 Cloudy and a little cool nothing 
doing much with us I went and heard and seen Mr. 
Rivers married and there was a fine gathering some 
200 persons out tonight & I stayed all night and 
many others. 

F 7 February 1851 Nice day, Mother has been growing 
worse all day she sat up a while this morning on a 
chair and ate her breakfast and then went to her 
bed. She.sent me to town and get her shroud I got 
6 yds from Jones and Hall at 5 bits per yd and pare 
of stockings at 3?½t Bought one paper of Beet seed 
from McLendon at 1~¢ Mother bad severe struggle 
this evening with the wicked one. but it soon sub
sided and she is more comfortable the ballance of 
the night Uncle Knox and Ash cmne after night. 

S 8 February 1851 Cloudy and pleasant :Mother 
sinking tolerable fast but seems to enjoy herself 
and told me she would know her Mother and my wife 
when she got to heaven and she left her blessing 
upon me and my children and her friends She seemed 
to rest tolerable well in the fore part of the day 
and I think she seed her way to the Celestial City 
by an eye of Faith and was comfortable she continued 
to rest tolerable easy during the evening and got 
into a sweat about night and took a little milk. 
She was perfectly in her senses at supper time she 
was taken with a shortness of breath and seemed to 
be dying off immediately but she recovered and 
talked to me some time after supper and gave a re
newal satisfaction to her childred John K. Elliot, 
Margaret J. Moore and Martha Ann EJ]iott and other 
friends that was present of her aceptance with God 
and felt that the Savior was present and precious 
and her brother James Knox by her direction read 
the 11 ch. of John and sung the 666 Hy"mn Lord what 
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a wretched land is this that yields us no supply. 
With great composedness she grew weaker until 45 
minutes after 10 then she died off without a struggle. 

S 9 February 1851 Cloudy and windy from the South 
I have been attending to the burying or my blessed 
Mother. In the evening there was a considerable 
gathering collected to go to her bu.rial but there 
came up such a rain at the graveyard we buried her 
notwithstanding the heavy rain it was a solemn 
time with us indeed. 

The Period of Unrest and Transition: 1852-1854 

This is the period of unrest and transition. In 

reading the entries of the diaries which seem best to 

illustrate the primacy grouping, it will be noticed that 

the emphasis shifts from one group to another, depending 

on the situation in which the writer finds himself. While 

the influence of the mother is outstanding in the earl7 

days, following her death Mr. Kl..liott's interest centers 

in the outside circle determined. by his need for a wi~e, 

and his methodical search. In these years the affairs 

of his neighbors take up a very great deal of his time. 

He records being sent for to do this or that time and a

gain. One does not get the impression that he interferes 

in the affairs of others, but he seems to feel himself 

able to serve others, and to impress them with the same 

feeling. He occupied the position of Doctor, Surgeon, 

Vetinarian, general purchasing agent, teacher, shoemaker, 

guardian, executor, arbitrator of difficulty both personal 

and public, at one and the same time in one small community. 
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The following entries give some conception of the variety 

of primary group activities outside the family: 

T 1 April 1851 ••• went to the school house and 
was appointed one of the Trustees of the School 

T 18 June 1851 ••• went to town in order to re
ceive the church as one of the Trustees 

S 21 September 1851 ••• our case came up and we 
the Elders agreed to pay Brother Hadden 18 
months that he claimed 

S 24 April 1852 ••• went to the 16th section as 
a Commissioner and v,e held an election whether 
for it to be sold 

T 8 July 1852 ••• I bave been to see Mr Boyde 
sick child twice today 

S 3 October 1852 ••• I went to Sunda:J School and 
had a fine recitatiQn of our Bible Class 

T 21 April 1853 ••• I went and spayed some Pigs 
for Mr Clavy I was married on this day -once. 

W 11 August 1853 ••• I bought from T George 3 
dresses for my sisters at 15 cts per yd and 
9 yds of quilt lining at 10 cts per yd and 
dress for Eliza at 10 cts per yd I went over 
to Sister Marys and gave her and Margaret their 
dresses 

He has no doubt of being able to find a wife to suit him, 

but he must carefully look the situation over, as he 

would were he buying a horse or cow. It is a traditional 

saying in the Payneville connnunity to this day that he 

would ride up to the home of a neighbor where a group 

were gathered and call in a loud voice "is there anyone 

who would like to talk about getting married?" He is 

even willing to spend money on his clothes so that he 

may make a good appearance while on the hunt. Again 
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the following entries are typical of this situation: 

T 11 November 1851 ••• Tolerable nice day Mr Jobn 
Greenlee was at Knox's house, and we had a long 
chat about getting married 

W 31 December 1861 ••• I called at Col Bradforda 
and got acquainted with Miss Mahaly and Miss 
Martha 

W 31 March 1852 ••• went to Mrs Goings before din
ner and seed Miss Martha and stayed all night 

W 7 July 1852 ••• got from Wiggins 1 lb of candy 
and 1 lb ot Ammons went with Jo George and Mary 
A Shell to Hopsons 

T 10 July 1852 ••• Clear and pleasant Miss Jane 
I wish to ;know ot you it you will permit me to 
converse with you on the subject of matrimony. 
(no other mention of "Miss Jane• possibly a 

"sample" letter) 

W 15 November 1854 ••• Nice day I went in great 
baste to Livingston as Juror I bought an over 
coat from Houston at 20 dollars to be paid 
1856 

• • • • • 
W 5 March 1851 Cloudy and cool the plows are in 
the Boyd field. I have been carrying my child 
about to learn her to notice she has got stupid 
rrom setting so much. 

M 31 March 1851 Warm and cloudyl I have been 
attending to the sale of Mothers property Corn 
bought 80 cents per bushel Negros brought say, 
Henry 1200 bid oft by .A. w. Jones for J. K. 
Elliott~ Giles by the same for the same 881, 
Harriet Ann by R.R. Moore 801, Perry by K. c. 
Hall 761, the land bid off by R.R. Moore 834.75 
cts, Columbus by R. S. Payne 636, Eliza and Child 
by Martha Elliott 611. I am attending to the 
measuring of the corn. 

T 18 March 1851 A little frost. I got Dr. Gain
brell to come to see Dinah she had fits. 
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W 19 Clear and little frost we bathed Dinah and 
she got stopped of the spasms I hope she is better. 

T Clear and nice day. Dinah still bas spasms 
died¼ after 10 oclock Dr Jones and Gambrell cut 
her open but could not find the cause of her disease 
to their satisfaction all her vital organs are 
healthy enough. Rain tonight. 

T 18 February 1851 Tolerable nice day. I went 
down to Robert and James Boyds and got them to come 
to appraise property then went to town and hired 
out Giles negro to Esq. George at 8 dollars per 
month, Berry to Wm P. Hall at 6 dollars, Harriet 
Ann to R. R. Moore at 6 dollars per month and took 
Henry myself at 10 dollars per month I am to have 
mothers stock attended to. 

F 14 Feb. 1851 Rainy heap, creek pretty full I and 
Esq. Boyd went to town and John Greenlees and Doct. 
A. w. Jones assigned with me a bond of ten thousand 
dollars that I may become Executor of my mothers 
estate. 

T 11 November 1851 Tolerable nice day Mr John Green
lee was at Knox and we had a long chat about getting 
married. 

M 15 December 1851 Cloudy and cool I went to sis
ter Marthas to see if she would board my children 
She agreed to do so at 10 dollars per month and I 
am to let have 200 pounds pork at 8 cts. 

T 25 Cloudy & Pleasant my sisters was all with me 
for dinner Ben Ivy- stayed with me and I went to Mrs. 
Ellisons and stayed all night. 

F 26 Very pretty day I went to Jno Greenlees and 
eat my dinner and have a shooting frol1ck with the 
boys Came home Wilders party was tonight. 

W 31 December Cloudy & cool we went to John S 
Knoxs and stayed all night by the way I called at 
Col Bradfords and got acquainted with Miss Mahaly 
and Miss Martha and John Bradford. 

T 1 January 1852 Tolerable clear and nice day I 
went up to Miss Martha Goings and got acquainted 
with her and spent the evening verl')" Pleasantly. 
Cold tonight I went down and slept with Alfred 
Going. 
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F 2 Clear and cold I came back to Miss Martha& 
and stayed until after dinner then I came on to 
John S Knoxs and had the sick headache and stayed 
all night with him. 

M 5 January 1852 Cloudy & cold I moved my children 
to Mac Moores to Board at 120 dollars for the 
present year Sister Mary A Payne moved home this 
evening and I am left alone and my Master only knows 
how long I will remain in this condition. 

T 6 January 1852 Clear and nice day I have been 
cleaning up about the place in the loft & & 
hanging my meat and got my Flour at home tonight 
am by myself There was an Eclipse of the moon 
tonight of several hours long it was total tor an 
hour or more cold tonight. 

S 24 January 1852 Clear and nice day cold this 
morning I went to Sister Marthas after my little 
girls came by Esq. George Store and Bought 1 shall 
at 4.50 and cut it into and made my little girls 
one apiece. 

F 19 March 1852 Tolerable nice day I went to 
Sister Marthas and got my dinner then came home 
stopped a while at the Ecademy to hear the review 
or the female school Sister Macy verr:r poorly 
with a rising in her ear. 

S 21 March 1852 Rain7 slowly I have been at home 
all day sister Margaret is sick sister Margaret 
had a son her third child. 

M 29 March 1852 Nice day I took my little girls 
to sister Marthas then I went to Payneville and 
assigned a bond to act as Commissioner to the six
teenth section. 

W 31 March 1852 Clear and cool wind from the North 
I went to Mrs Goings before dinner and. seed Miss 
Martha and stayed all night 

S 3 April 1852 Rainy pretty nigh all day I paid 
William McConnell 75 dollars in cash on a note 
that Mother gave James Knox for negro girl Pats~ 
in 1840 and gave Mcconnel rrry note as executor for 
57 dollars due, 
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W 28 April 1852 Cloudy- and cool we are planting 
cotton in the new ground and balling rails and 
hoeing some corn I bought from pedler f8.40 cali
co knife and pencil. 

S 15 May 1852 Clear and hot I went to singing and 
there was very sorry turn out I bought 5 straw hats 
from McLendon at 95 cts. for negro boys l½ quires 
of paper and one spelling book. 

W 9 June 1852 Tolerable nice day I got some of ray 
Ribs Broke by jumping on a horse lots of grass. 

T 10 June 1852 Clear and pleasant Miss Jane I 
wish to know of you if you will permit me to con
verse with you on the subject of matrimony. 

F 11 June 1852 Clear and cool for the time of 
the year I went to the Examination after Dinner 
and there was about 100 Persons out and verry good 
Basket Dinner given by the neighbors and persons 
seemed to enjoy themselves. 

S 13 June 1852 Clear and pleasant I went to Sunday 
School this morning then Rev. Boyd preached from 
4 e of Prov 24 verse then I went to Mr. Shells atd 
got my dinner then went to see rrr.y children and 
stayed awhile and came home to my lonesome house. 

T 22 June 1852 Tolerable clear and quite warm I 
bought 2 Bottles of snuff for some girls and some 
candy at Y5¢ from Jack Wiggins little Jno Jones 
got killed off a mule. 

S 25 June 1852 Raining in the night and this 
morning study rain we planted some potatoes after 
Dinner started on Thrasher I sent to Jack Wiggins 
for a qt of whiskey for my neighbors. 

S 26 June 1852 Clear and Pleasant we have been 
thrashing N Wilders wheat and plowing with 2 plows 
and hoeing with one hoe I sent 15 Dollars to the 
Lcxige and my Petition to see if it can be Acepted 
in the Lodge of Free Masons. 

W 7 July 1852 Some rain today I have been at 
Payneville and got from Wiggins 1 lb of cam y and 
1 lb of Ammons from Handly 35 cts went with Jo 
George and Mary A Shell to Hopsons came home .in 
the evening 
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T 8 July 1852 Clear and hot I have been to see 
Mr Boyda sick child twice today cotton growing very 
:fast. 

S 24 July 1852 Clear and hot the 2 sweeps are in 
the wolf wallow one in the Axton Bottom Mary Gray 
and Kit has both give out this week all from the 
want of corn there is nothing remarkable in my 
history this week. 

S 3 October 1852 Tolerable clear I went to Sunday 
School and had a fine recitation of our Bible Class 
I went to Sister Marthas in the evening and came 
on by Mr. Shells and stayed awhile after supper 
Miss Mary looks as pretty as ever. 

W 13 October 1852 Cloudy ~n the morning toward 
evening turned clear I sent for Doct Sillman this 
moming and this evening to see Sarah negro with 
Newmonia I paid Candy Silliman 3.00 the amount 
that I owed on the Presbyterian paper he is acting 
as agent in this region. 

T 2 November 1852 Clear and nice day I went to 
the President election and Pierce got 43 and Scott 
58 and there was some fight I went to Mac Moores 
and stayed all night and gave him my note for 25 
Dollars the Ballance that I owe him ·after his paying 
me for the ox that he nocked the eye out. 

W 16 February 1852 Tolerable Pleasant weather I 
went up to Mac Moores and seed Sister Martha James 
Calvert stayed with me last night and we had a vercy 
Pleasant night of it in talking over old times. 

W 20 April 1853 Clear and pleasant I had some of 
my neighbors to see me ten ay and dine with me Mrs. 
George and others. 

T 24 February 1853 Tolerable nice day I went to 
Eaar Boyds log roling I bought from the Fedler 
1 Black Dress for Sister Mary at 2.10. 

T 21 April 1853 Clear and nice day I went and 
spayed some Pigs for Mr Clavy I was married on this 
day once. 

M 4 July 1853 Nice day and about dinner time a 
shower came to our advantage my horse ran against 
the rack and broke his skull my- negros had a Dinner. 
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W 17 August 1853 Cloudy until night then cleared 
off I bought from TT George 3 dresses for my sis
ters at 15 ets per yd and 9 yds of quilt lining at 
10 eta per yd and dress for Eliza at 10 cts per yd 
I went over to Sister Marys and gave her and Mar
garet their dresses. (Why does he buy for these 
women who are marr:1e d & have children l) · 

S 22 October 1853 Cloudy and looked like Rain I 
went in company with several girls to the Rail 
Road and enjoyed ourselves first rate. 

M 24 October 1853 Clear and some cooler I came 
home and got a clean shirt and went in canpany 
with Mac Moore to the meeting at Narketer and 
stayed with Mr. Doty and got acquainted with Miss 
Millissa Doty a ver!'J!'1 good young lady There was 
some 4 preachers stayed all night Rush & Gilbert 
& Bancroft & Cram. 

M 26 I came home from Greenlees and went to A 
Prestwoods to a Nog Party went to went to Dabneys 
to see them and stayed until about mid.night. 

F 27 Januacy 1854 Cloudy and cool I went to the 
Flat (boat) and didnt have tar to pich with then 
went to sister Mary A and gave her~3 dollars in 
silver to make my darkeys some cloths. 

W 6 September 1854 Clear and hot I have been in 
the yard pretty nigh all day attending to Cate she 
had fits I sent for Dr Gambrell at night. 

S 9 Cloudy and very hot My negro woman Cate deranged 
partially. 

W 8 September 1854 Nice day Cate died 9 oclock 
veey easy Ange made her coffin and charged me five 
dollars we buried her about the going down of the 
sun. 

F 13 September 1854 Some little rain I went over 
to see how they come on picking cotton this is my
Mothers Birthday she was born in 1192. 

S 23 September 1854 Tolerable clear I and Mary 
Payne started to Camp Meeting in Perry Co. 
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M 25 September 1854 Rain this evening I have been 
busy hearing Religious Services and looking at the 
Women and had an introduction at Miss Nancy Nolen 
that lives in 5 miles of Marion Percy County. 

F 29 September 1854 Nice day the meeting Broke up 
this morning and I went out to Mr. William Shaffers 
and stayed all day & night & got acquainted with 
his girls. 

S 21 October 1854 Clear and nice day I bought from 
Boyd and Brothers 2 yds of Ribbon at 1.00 and 1 yd 
of lining for Virginia's Bonnet 50. 

M 23 Cloudy with a little rain I went to Town and 
bought Caroline a white dress to get married in at 
2.00 and 1 pare of shoes 1.37 4 yds of Ribbon@ 
16 eta. 

W 15 November 1884 Nice day I went 1n great baste 
to Livingston as Juror I bought an over coat from 
Houston at 20 dollars to be paid 1856 

M 11 December 1854 Cloudy and cold I went to Hob
sons to get the loan of his Baruse to go to perry 
County next week I bought from Ezekel McLendon & 
Epps 15 yds of Domestic ror sheets, and 18 yds ot 
Bleached at 16 2/3 cts 1 Black silk Cravat at 1.75 
2 collars 50 1 spool of white thread 6 cts. 

M 18 December 1854 Clear and cold I and Brother 
Alexander and A. M. Moore started to Perry County 
Ala and stayed with Brother Wills all night. 

T 19 Cloudy and very cold we pursued our journey 
& arrived at Brother Tuckers about night and I 
found my Jularky well and in fine spirits. 

W 20 December 1854 Clear and cold I and Brother 
Tucker went to Marion and I bought my Licinse and 
returned to Brother Tuckers and was married to Miss 
Nancy Nowlen at 2 o'clock P. M. 

T 21 Clear and cold we struck the road for home and 
came curling and got to Brother Wills before night 
a little and stayed with him. 

F 22 December 1854 Pleasant and cloudy we renewed 
our journey and on we came home and found my sis
ters and Brother in Laws and their children at "fJJ."9" 
house & we ate supper and spent the evening verry 
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pleasantly and then there came a lot of my friends 
with Bells and Horns and gave us some nice musick 
and all passed off harmoniously. 

The Second Wite: 1854-1856 

This is a simple sad little picture of the "few 

days and full of evil" or the second wife. The birth 

of her "first childu as he expresses it, occurred in 

Septem.ber, and,from that time on the records are filled 

with "Chills and fever•, "faintness", being utook speech

less", and he finally says she talked to him one day 

0mighty pretty• and never spoke any more, though she 

could swallow all day. Five months of suffering. What 

talk could have been "mighty pretty" to this man. Wou:a. 

that we knew. The following entr:1es are typical of this 

situation? 

W 27 December 1852 ••• Nice day we went to see 
sister Margarette and came home again the people 
are sprucing about and taking Christmas. 

M 2 June 1855 ••• Some cloudy fl:'om the North East 
my little girls went to town & got Geography ard 
itlas from Peps and MeLendon. 

M 17 September 1855 ••• Rainy pretty slowly all 
day the wind from the South East heavy my wife 
had her first child about 2 o'clock this morning 
Dr Watson was present. 

F 14 December 1855 ••• Rainy all day- I sent for 
Dr. Gambrell to see my wite she is yet sick with 
fever. 

T 8 January 1856 ••• This has been a cool raw day 
I sent to town for the trimming or my wifes cof
fin Brother John Campbell helped make my wites 
coffin Col McBride finished the coffin and my 
wife was buried about night verry few persons 
out so cold 
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• • • • • 
W 27 December 1854 Nice day we went to see sister 
Margarette and came home again the people are spru
cing about and taking Christmas. 

M 2 June 1855 Some cloudy from the North East my 
little girls went to town & got Geography and Atlas 
from Peps and McLendon. 

T 16 August 1865 Verry little shower fell My child 
Louisiana is getting better Roxanna was taken sick 
Doctor Gambrell celled in and gave her Dose of Calo
mel I went over to Paynes this evening and had a 
little respite from the house for I have been con
fined for several Days. 

F 17 August 1855 Tolerable clear until about 3 
o'clock then the clouds began to gather and such 
a rain I have not seen this summer for quantity 
I am in hope there will be good health now since 
so good. a rain My children have not been going to 
school this week. 

M 17 September 1855 Rainy pretty slowly all day 
the wind from the South East heavy my wife had her 
first child this morning about 2 o'clock Dr Watson 
was present. 

W 19 Clear and hot my wite & little child seems to 
be doing tolerable well. 

T 20 Clear and hot my wife seems to be doing well 
but our Babe has fever. 

S 23 Clear and hot my wife sick with chill and 
fever m7 wife fainted with perfect weakness she 
had chill & fever toda7. 

M 19 November 1855 Nice day we went to preaching 
& heard Brother Alexander from 1 pet 4 c 18 v & 
our chu.rch had a vote about disolving the pastoral 
Relation between Bro Alexander & the church all the 
members of the church present voted for him to get 
dismission from Presbytery except 3 or 4 of us it 
looks like our church will be Broke up. 

F 14 December 1855 Rainy all day I sent for Dr. 
Gambrell to see my wife she is yet sick with fever. 



S 15 My Wite is yet sick she has pain in the 
side and fever 

67 

S 20 Nice day my wife still poorly the Doctor 
to see her regularly every day & is verry poorly. 

M 24 Rain and cold we killed Hogs my wife still 
very poorly I sent for Gambrell in the night. 

S 29 Rain and thunder before day My wife very 
poorly yet fever and continued fever. 

Tl January 1856 Cloudy and cold my wife still 
verry poorly & I am unwell 

T 3 Clear and cool I have killed some 1200 pounds 
of meat along beside hogs the Doctor Gambrell cane 
to see my wife she is verry low I sent by James M 
Boyd and brought me silk handkerchie r. 
S 6 January 1856 Tolerable clear my wife is still 
wearing worse she took speechless this morning but 
talked to me this evening a good deal and she 
talked mighty pretty. 

M 7 Some cloudy my wife took speechless th11s 
morning early and never spoke any more though she 
could swallow some all day. 

T 8 January 1856 This bas been a cool raw day I 
sent to town for the trimming of my wifes coffin 
Brother John Campbell helped make my wifes coffin 
Col McBride finished the coffin and my wife was 
buried about night verry few persons out so cold. 

W 9 Tolerable nice day I have been having things 
cleaned up my little Babe was brought home and I 
made her sleep with Hannah. 

T 10 Clear and cold heap my place looks very lone
some since the Death of my Blessed wite I am very 
lonesome and the place looks gloomy. 

The Slave Relationships: 1856-1865 

This section includes the years of the lost diaries~ 

1857-1859, the only break in the series. During the 

period or the lost diaries he married again and must have 

had two children, as the birth of four is mentioned in 
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the complete record, the last on the day of the fall of 

Vicksburg. The third wife was taken somewhat for granted, 

and the larger part of the entries, as would be expected, 

were concerned with his slave relationships. His slave 

relationships are very interesting. After a careful 

study of the entire set of diaries, the conviction is 

forced on us that the basis of this relationship is eco

nomic alone. A Negro is property; property costs money. 

Money is bard to make and easy to lose. Tberefol'e be 

careful or your Negroes. Get all the work possible out 

of them, give few if any privileges, feed them well, look 

after them when they are sick, and don't let them die 

else you lose money. No trace of a feeling of regard 

for humanity, no expression of kindly regard for faith

ful service. It must be remembered that the Elliott 

family came into slave holding by the ownership ot one 

or two Negroes when they lived in Hale County, before 

coming to the Choctaw Country, which became Sumter County. 

It bad behind it no family tradition of slavery, and the 

diaries give no evidence of sympathy- with the War between 

the States. The slave references include the drudgery-

of the plantation, illness and doctoring of every kind, 

post mortems performed in the effort to find out what 

caused death, as much interest shown 1n the birth of 

the Negro children as in the birth of his own, records 
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of fees paid the Negro midwife, cost of coffins and 

clothes for shrouds, religious services for the "blacks'', 

where the texts were mainly concerning the relation of 

master and servant. There creeps into the diary a hint 

of the feeling of his servant for him, when he calls in 

some neighbors to tthelp me get rid of som.e ground glass 

which we think the Negroes put in some mush''. He re

cords this in a very dispassionate manner, and makes 

no further mention of the matter. Some one cuts his gin 

band to pieces, and during the War some or the Negroes 

leave him and run off to the •r1atwoods". Hunting for 

Negroes was one or the district activities, yet this 

man would sit by the hour over the bed of •cate" who 

bad fits, Dinah who was "deranged after giving birth 

to twins., one of whom died, and Jim who was bitten by 

a water moccoson", and who is given all of the recordings 

in the diary for several days until he gets out of dan

ger. 

S 24 February 1856 ••• I sent for the Doctor to 
vommit out of me some glass that we suppose the 
negroes put in some mush. 

M 25 Febl'l.lary 1856 ••• There has been some of the 
neighbors to try and investigate the matter but 
all they get is not the last. 

T 26 February 1856 ••• I dont feel any inconvenience 
as yet I am week from vommit. 

S 20 March 1856 ••• A young man came for me from the 
Railroad by the name of Christopher to go and see 
negro Henry he is sick with newmonia. 
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M 21 March 1856 ••• I went to the place where my 
negro Henry was and I learned that he had died 
last night I had him buried. 

S 18 November 1860 ••• I went out in evening to 
negro preaching 

T 10 January 1861 ••• I am cripple from hitting a 
negro on the head. 

W 18 June 1862 ••• I went to Paynev1lle as Arbi
trator about Negro between J Hopper and Hugh Green
lees we gave the negro to G and allowed him to pa7 
$1100.00. 

T 10 July 1862 ••• Clear we went to the Creek but 
How soon we came Back so soon as Jim got into the 
water to turn acrcss the creek a log to separate 
the water he was bitten by a snake under the wa:er 
none or us ever saw it we hastened to the house 
I sent George after Doct Kennard we bad cupped 
the place and given him some Alum the Doct gave 
him some hearts Horn and Alcohol freely until he 
was drunk Jim vomited arrl purged freely we corded 
his leg above the vite Jim had a bad night or it 
I sent the second time after Doct Kennard he gave 
him many doses of Morffin to quiet him 

S 13 July 1862 ••• Jim Boy verry poorly with his 
snake Bite. 

F l .August 1862 ••• I and Boyd and several girls went 
mu.dying & caught good string of fish & we killed 
the Mocison that bit Jim. 

T 8 January 1863 ••• Cold this morning I am shoe 
making I gave my note for Negro Nancy and Joshua 
tor 75 dollars to :Mr Brown for Mrs Eason I have 
not received the Negros in good fix in refterence 
to clothing. 

F 1 May 1863 ••• Some warm I did not sleep until 
after l o'clock pink tailed to come Baek in due 
time & I was uneasy about him and he was found on 
the way asleep. 

F 11 August 1865 ••• verry warm we tourid Boyda negro 
women at Twilleys and started home with them and 
came across Dick and Henry Boyd and Gard Mr Wood 
told them they must come home and so on we came 
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through dust and sun & arrived home about night 
& Dick never stopped at home and I heard of him 
tonight going toward the Rail Road. 

• • • • • 
F 18 February 1856 I went to Dr Gambrells to get 
some quinine and stayed all day and took newmonia. 

S 19 I came home and continued to be sick I bad 
Dr Hunter from Livingston en during part of my 
sickness 

S 24 I sent for the Doctor to vommit out of me 
some glass that we suppose the negroes put in some 
mush. 

M 25 There has been some of the neighbors to try 
and investigate the matter but all they get is not 
the last. 

T 26 I dont feel any inconvenience as yet I am 
week from vommit. 

M 17 March 1856 Dr1sly some I have been in the 
house most of the day some one has cut and taken 
off some ten feet of my gin band. 

F 21 March 1856 Tolerable nice day I have been 
making soap sister Mary- Ann came & stayed all day 
with me Mac Moore sent for me - his neck - I cane 
on by Town and like to Bought me a rockway. 

S 20 Clear & cool and wind from the north I have 
pain in my liver and Breast a young man came for 
me from the Railroad by the name of Christopher to 
go and see negro Henry he is sick with Newmonia. 

M 21 Clear & some frcst I went to the place where 
my negro Henry was and I learned t¥t he had died 
last night I had him buried, close by the Railroad 
just about l of a mile above the Scuber Depo about 
one hundred yards from the Road on the West side. 

S 1? May 1856 Rainy Shower heavy doing very little 
to Proffet Martha Knox my 4 daughter is 8 months 
old today. 
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T 28 June 1860 Clear and pleasant I went down to 
Jim Boyds and bled his Robert I have the headache. 

T 7 August 1860 Clear and warm up to Dinner we may 
bave good rain this evening we are getting timbers 
my wife is vissi ting as you (?) know. 

(Substantiating the contention that the 
writer of diaries d~ s so to some imagi
nary person.) 

T 18 September 1860 Nice day I am shaving shingles 
until dinner and I found Jes Hopper in my Fodder 
pen and we took him out of there and sent for his 
master and I did not do any work the Ballance of 
the day. (\ \) 

W 19 September 1860 Hice day still at wcrk at m.7 
shingle getting the children started to school again 
Mrs Elleby they have bean at home picking cotton 
some three days Elizabeth sent a small new glass 
to Mac Moore and swapped the same for a larger one 
& there is some Boot Deserving But I do not know 
how much. 

W 26 September 1860 Nice warm I was taken unwell 
today about l o'clock and done nothing scarcely 
all day Ifl"Y' wife gone to the church to make the Cus
hion for the Bible to rest on. 

· M 18 October 1860 Nice day 2 Colporte called and 
we bought some books 4 •• so. 
S 14 October 1860 Frost this morning I went over 
to Doct Kennards his child died about sundown last 
nig.ht I went on to the Church Brother Boyd came 
but did not preach. 

S 18 November 1860 Nice day we went and heard 
Brother Bingham preach ft-om Malachi 3 c 16vs I 
went out in evening to negro preaching Brother 
Bingham came home with me then they feared that 
the Lord spoke often one to another. 

T 10 January 1861_ Cool Rhyne came over to look 
about McGahey went to work my folks are sawing 
laths, I am cripple from hitting a negro on the 
head. 

F 8 February 1861 Nice day Elizabeth was taken 
sick & had her baby about 10 o'clock good sized 
child. 
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T 13 February 1861 Bice day I and the children 
went to school to Mrs Eleby we are cutting wood 
to Burn Brick Dick gone to Keys log Rowling. 

T 26 February 1861 Cloudy I went over to Town to 
see Mac Moore I went up in his loft and had rq pic
ture taken just for amusement by Fd Simmons and 
had Sister Margareta taken. 

M 25 March 1861 Warm and clouding up I paid hugh 
greenlees 50 cts that I borrowed one Sabbath ago 
to pay my Missionary fund & he paid me 25 cts ot 
my expense 12 months ago to the presbytery the 
church still owes me 1 •• 60 yet. 

M 8 April 1861 Wet morning I went up to Newt 
Prestwood.s to get him to Horizontle some land I 
made a Level & after dinr:er Newt and I went down 
to the field & run oft my ditches. 

T 2 May 1861 Cloudy and cool the children com
menced (with) Kinnard in Latin. 

S 25 August 1861 Cloudy This is the day my first 
wife died.(he is living with his 3rd) 

T 11 October 1861 Cloudy and warm we are still 
sowing wheat I went over to town & Hugh Greenlees 
Frank got away but he was· caught again. 

W 23 October 1861 Turned cool I had a chill and 
pretty nigh all the family. 

$ 25 January 1862 Nice day my wife and myself' 
called in to see Sister Martha and found her and 
Ella sick. 

T 9 Cloudy & warm .Sister Martha very sick I and 
Jim Boyd and ~hos Rhyne appraised A. T. Wiggins 
property Sister Martha died about Dusk this even
ing. 

W 10 Nice day I have been attending to laying off 
Sister Martha.a grave and ec and she was Buryed 
about Sun Set surrounded by some 50 of her friends 
and acquaintances. 

T 7 February 1861 Nice morning Bil Eakins came 
down after his wife he is not rite yet. 
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F 23 July 1861 Clear and good season I went out 
after Father .~kins William. Eakins is deranged. 

W 24 Clear I came with Father Faltin to Payneville 
William :Eakins went off with his father. 

S 11 January 1862 Cloudy and warm I went to Sumter
ville to see the members of Herman (Lodge) in ret
ference to William Eakins case or Derangement. 

F 17 January 1862 More pleasant I came to Jane 
:Eakins for supper she said she would give one Bale 
or Cotton to help Bil Eakins to the Tuscaloosa 
Asylum. 

T 27 February 1862 C~ ar and nice day Bil Eakins 
lef't my house this morning to go t o the Aiiusyltun. 

W 11 June 1862 Clear and cool and dry we are working 
over the creek at our cotton I went down to the 
River and met Bil '.Eakins and he came home with me. 

T 12 June 1862 Clear and cool for the time of the 
year I went with Bil Eakins to see A.Prestwood. about 
Bil and his wif'e getting together Prestwood told 
him that he might go and live with his daughter if 
he remained well but if he took another spell at 
any time he would expect bil to stay away. 

( No consulting the wife of the deranged mant) 

W 18 June 1862 A cloud arose in the north but veey 
little rain I went to Payneville as Arbitrator 
about Negro between J Hopper and Hugh Greenlees we 
gave the negro to G and allowed him to pay $1100 •• 00 

T 10 July 1862 Clear we went to the Creek but How 
soon we came Back So soon as Jim got into the water 
to turn across the creek a log to separate the 
water he was bitten by a snake under the water none 
of us ever saw it we hastened to the house I sent 
George after Doct Kennard we had cupped the place 
and given him some Alum the Doct gave him some hearts 
Horn and Alcohol freely until he was drunk Jim 
vomited and purged freely we corded his leg above 
the bite Jim had a bad night or it I sent the second 
time after Doct Kennard he gave him many doses ot 
Mortfin to quiet him. 

S 12 July 1862 Wind from North JhLseems to snffer 
considerable yet from h1m wound iiffl1c~ea uy ~ne 
snake on last Thursday. 



S 13 Warm & dry Jim Boy verry poorly with his 
snake Bite. 

M 14 Some clouds Jim poorly yet Doet Kennard 
came to see him this morning. 

T 1? Clear & very dry Negro Jims ancle was 
Lanced from the Snake Bite 
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F 1 August Some little appearance of Rain I and 
Boyd and Several girls went mudying & caught good 
etring of fish & we killed the Mocison that bit 
Jim 

S 19 October 1862 Clear and cool we went to church 
but the Minister did not come I in the evening went 
up to a Burying of a Blacke Woman of Kerr Fa.sons at 
which there was some 200 servants. 

T 8 January 1863 Cold this morning I am shoe 
making I gave my note for Negro Nancy and Joshua 
for 75 dollars to Mr Brown for Mrs Fason I have 
not received the Negros 1n good fix in refferenoe 
to clothing. 

F 16 1863 Snow Negro Nancy has been spinning 2 
days. 

T 12 February 1863 Pleasant & cloudy Jim & Bill 
verry poorly with measles we took them in the house 
I and Pink and Josh are still laying floor George 
and Dick balling old rails and making a shed at 
the crib. (6 slaves in 1863) 

T 19 February 1863 Cleared off we are building 
Hen house until Dinner then the news ea.me to me 
about Old Mr Owen being surrounded by water being 
capsized I & Jim Boyd went over and got Handley 
and John James Boyd & H. M. Boyd and went down to 
Mrs. Danners and Lee and Gordon went in after him 
& by the Blessing of God he landed safe to shore 
once more but very narrow escape for just as theJ" 
got to land the scif'f sunk and the boys led the old 
man out and he was almost gone. 

W 18 March 1863 Cloudy my wife was taken sick 
this morning early I went after the Doct my folks 
are planting com at the 16th (Section Land) My 
wife had a child about 10 o'clock to night. 



Fl May 1863 Some warm I did not sleep until 
after 1 o'clock pink tailed to come Back in due 
time & I was uneasy about him and he was round 
on the way asleep. 
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I & Elizabeth went over to Mac Moores Docia was 
very sick I went to preaching and heard Brother 
Bingham from 16 c of Math 24 v I eat my dinner 
and went over to see Docia and she perhaps did 
not draw more than 200 breaths and Died the easi
est or any one I ever seen die John M Boyds child 
died in about l hour after Docia had inflamation 
of the Brain Serious thunder and rain tonight. 

S 16 I came home from Mack Moores and went to the 
graveyard and laid off the grave then went on to 
preaching & Heard AP Silliman :from 2 Cor 4 ch 
18v we came on home and found the corpse at my
house and after dinner we went and buried the 
little Girl an4 there was more than 50 persons 
present. 

S 17 June 1865 Clear and warm I bave been at at
tending to the children spinning my wife being in 
the bed we all went down to the creek 1n the even
ing and washed off. 

T 10 August 1865 Warm I and M. H. Boyd went out 
to Barrets to the Springs looking after our negros. 

F 11 August 1865 Verry warm we found Boyds negro 
women at Twilleys and started home with them and 
ca.me across Dick and Henry Boyd and the Gard Mr 
Wood toJci them they must come home and so on we 
came through dust and sun & arrived home about 
night & Dick never stopped at home and I heard of 
him tonight going toward the Rail Road. 

S 12 Very warm 94 Degrees in the Shade Woods went 
to the Junction I gave him 2 •• 00 for his trouble with 
Dick he promised to look him up again and bring him 
home. 
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Social Implications of Illustrative Data 

The relationships between John Knox Elliott and 

the primary group of which he is the center are consis

tent throughout this section of the diary. These in

terests are usually characterized by sympathy, mutual 

umerstanding, common aims, and purposes outside the 

ties of blood and inheritance, however this is not to 

be taken as meaning that all in the group contacts are 

friendly, as many of the relations that obtain are 

colored by personal jealousy, suspicion am dislike, 

but over and above the clash of personalities are the 

facts ot common membership in the group~ and the mutual 
1 

realization of a community of interest. The attri-

butes of Primary group life are all set forth 1n the 

life of John Knox Elliott to a greater or less degree. 

His sympathy and mutual understanding are always sub

servient to common interests; his suspicion and dis-

like is not so often colored by personal jealousy, as 

by his .fear of deviation from the "norm" set up to 

meet his own ideals. Yet there remains with us the im

pression of a man impersonal, utilitarian, domineering, 

with no working philosophy of lire, and an abiding sense 

of original sin and judgment to come. We have no feeling 

of any deep attachment on his part to family or friends, 

1. Reuter, Frl.ward D., and Hart, Charles w., Intro
duction to Sociology. McGraw Book Company, New York, 
l933, p. 241. 
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and little or no concern for their welfare apart from 

the economic, educational, or religious standpoint. He 

had a profound belief, however, in his own role in the 

group and in his ability to fill it to the full. 

John Knox Elliott was a sick man all of his days. 

Fevers, agues., "biles", pain in the side and breast 

that must have been pleurisy, "newm.onia", sick headache, 

broken ribs; the list is long; in some cases the sick

ness was long. One case of Ague ran an entire year. 

Only stern self-discipline kept this man going, yet go 

he did, in spite of all handicaps and required the same 

of all around him. Never does he record what one of 

his family have to say about a single thing. He seems 

to consider it unimportant what anyone thinks about any

thing except the authority of his Bible and "good oo oks". 

There remains this one question., granting that the 

man is what he seems to be, through the medium of the 

written word; can we say that this is a true picture or 
the community of which he is a part? When we consider 

the area from which he comes, one of comparative isola

tion., no broad plantation but upcreek bottoms, small 

tracts of level land subject to overflow, poor roads 

by which to get out, economic necessity for white as 

well as slave labor, plain living., plain thinking, plain 

talking, we are forced to the conclusion that if this 

man were not in accord with the majority of his neigh-
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bors, no matter what his attitudes, they would have nore 

of him. The fact that his aid and advice are constantly 

in demand should tell the story. 



CHAPTER··v 

BUSINF.SS RELATIONSHIPS 

The Area Under Study 
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It should be kept in mind that the area of Alabama 

in which lies the community under study, was not one of 

large plantations working many slaves, but a marginal 

land of creek bottoms, some rich land, some thin and 

poor as to soil and subject to extremes of drought and 

overflow. It lies on the edge of the best of the "black 

belt" land. Vance, in his Human GeograEhz of the South 

says of ,th1s land, ''The Black Prairies extend in a 

crescent shape from Alabama into northeast Mississippi 

containing four million acres at an elevation of two 

hundred to five hundred feet. The soils are dark grey 

and brown limey clay with greatly rolling surface. The 

land is rich, but due to cultural factors, the yield of 

cotton is as low as 150 pounds per acre."1 

It should also be kept in mind tbat this area was 

one of small slave holdings. The writer of the diaries 

worked with his slaves setting them the pace, apparently 

asking nothing of them that he did not expect of h:Imself 

and his own race. 

1. Vance, Rupert B., Human Geo~rap!;i of the South, 
University ot North Carolina Press,bape Hi1!, 1932, 
p. 91. 
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Again a chart was used to determine around what 

interests lay the business relationships of the man 

under study, and through him, the community ot which 

he was a unit. After reading through the diaries and 

checking the entries, it appeared that there were three 

general categories--Agriculture, Trade & Barter; Out

side Interests; and the later period of New Undertakings 

which were caused by the unsettled condition of the 

South. Using the same technique it was discovered that 

in the early period in a limited number of entries, 

twenty-three centered around crop situations, twenty

two around trade and barter in some form, and eleven 

around Court and Banking business. 

Agriculture 

The greatest agricultural activity occurred in the 

period 1839 to 1848. Naturally most attention was paid 

to cotton. The following entries are typical of this 

emphasis: 

T 26 January 1843 ••• came to the gin house and 
looked at the cotton trasher which is on very 
simple plan and does great good in nocking 
trash and dirt out of cotton runs with a rope 
hand 

S 19 October 1844 ••• we finished hauling our 
cotton we had out & delivered 22029 and the 
tole was taken my cotton turns out 29½ pounds 
of picked cotton to the hundred therefore I 
will be entitled to 6894 pounds of picked 
cotton 



S 27 December 1845 ••• My cotton was sold today 
at 7½ per hundred netting 637.83 
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The price for cotton ranged from five to ten cents per 

pound with a price of twenty-one cents in A.pril, 1863. 

It would be impossible to list prices of other money 

crops, since so much trade and barter and exchange of 

labor for commodities went on throughout the twenty

five years included in the diaries. Contrary to 

generally preconceived notions, the diversification 

in agriculture was considerable. Although most 

attention was paid to cotton, corn and meat, there 

is found mention, during the years of the diary, of 

the following crops, both as money crops and for 

personal use: Wheat, rye, oats, sweet potatoes, peas, 

rice, peanuts., sugar-cane, turnips, apples, peaches, 

pears, pumpkins and tobacco. As to the meat, pork was 

of course the staple, but beef, game of several kinds-

turkeys, pigeons, squirrels--no quail,--and fish from 

the many creeks, played a great part in the food trans

actions. 

Trade and Barter 

The trade and barter of the time occupied a very 

great deal of the attention of the writer of the diaries. 

The following entries are typical of this situation: 

F 5 May 1843 ••• I have stayed about the house 
all day with John C Jones I paid him on my note 
85 dollars at a discount of 18 per cent leaving 
69.?0 which is really paid He is to pay me back 



the Alabama money if I get money that will 
answer him in Mississippi the balance due on 
the note he is to wait until I can collect it 
My cow had a calf 

M 1 June 1846 ••• went to Livingston and bought 
a piece of land Sold for the Bank Debt I got 
it for 2 cents an acre 160 acres in all 

T 2 October 1845 ••• I went and looked at my 
land by Mr McMillans the old gentleman offered 
me l dollar per acre for the piece- by him I 
bought Kirby Halls land that adjoins me I am 
to give him $150 in Mar ch 1848 & if cotton is 
worth 71 I am to give him 162.50. 

S 15 August 1846 ••• I bought Lad Moores cotton 
crop at $10.50 per acre & he is to pick out 
the cotton and haul to the gin & the money is 
to be paid when I sell the cotton. 
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W 14 January 1847 ••• Tolerable clear and more 
pleasant I hired Columbus Thredgill to day I 
put in the crop hands Sam Spradley Dinah, Cate, 
Caroline, George, Eliza, Henry, Giles, Perry 
and give him the tenth of all that we make I 
am to give him 6 bushels of corn 100 lbs of 
pork & find all the<horses & working utensils 
& he is to work for me all the time until the 
Cl"'OP is completed all los·t time to be made up 
by either. 

Every conceivable transaction was made the basis of a 

trade of some sort, from paying the preacher, hiring 

the school teacher, to crop-hand wages, horses, cows, 

goats, and produce of all kinds. The types of trans

actions are interesting. Cash in band paid, sometimes 

gold, sometimes silver, paper money on various state 

banks, trade in kind, and all possible forms of credit. 

The following are some of the variations noted: long 

time credit with no mention of interest; "to be paid 

when I have it", "paid on demand"; one price if the 

crop is good, another ''if it don't turn out well"; one 
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price •1r the land don't overflow"., another if it does. 

Court and Banking Business 

The court business was or two types, his own affairs 

mainly or guardianship matters, and his neighbors' who 

were constantly calling on him as a witness in cases of 

all kinds, and as security. The following entries are 

illustrations of the first type: 

W 13 December 1842 ••• went to Livingston ard had 
settlement with the Court as guardian the children 
after paying for their board tuition Doctor bill 
etc had coming Mary H Elliott 227.11½ Margaret 
J Elliott 117.44½ Martha Elliott had coming 
96.'74 

W 5 June 1844 ••• went to Livingston with James 
Knox (his uncle) ard made settlement with him 
about Mothers part of estate of Elisabeth Knox: 
and rendered a-credit on the note that he held 
against us to the amount of her part being 1'78 

His own banking business was conducted in Mobile and 1n 

accord with the business practices of the times, he 

shipped hia cotton to his commission merchant there, had 

him deposit the money 1n his bank, take up his notes, 

buy what "groceries" he needed, and send him the balance. 

On one occasion he needed a man on horseback to help him 

carry his silver. His personal banking business is 

interesting. Mr. Elliott was about to be sold out, but 

with one neighbor he went to town and, by a man who was 

going to Mobile, sent word to the bank that he must have 

an extension on his debt. The man brought back word that 

the Bank would extend the notes, and Mr. Elliott secured 

blank forms from the home bank, and fixed them up himself. 
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He called in John Jones, to whom he also owed money for 

his home place, "asines" the notes in his presence, and 

his mother did the same. The notes were sent to the 

bank, and he records that the fi:rst two were taken up 

soon thereafter, but there was a total of five promisory 

notes. The following illustrate this transaction: 

W 14 February 1844 ••• went to Livingston and got 
form of Bank Notes and wrote 5 notes tonight all 
making 735.64 to send to Bank in Mobile the first 
note to be paid 12 months after 

T 15 February 1844 ••• I asined those Bank Notes 
for 736 dollars in presence of John Jones 
Mother asined them this morning at my house 

Such business practices afford some insight into the 

business attitudes of the writer of the diaries. 

Honesty in dealing with others and personal integrity 

appear dominant in Mr. Elliott's business relationships. 

• • • • • 

S 15 January 1842 Clear and pleasant Bought 
Masons Horse the contract was this I take the 
horse and if he lives until March & likely to 
get any account I pay him 18 dollars next 
January and if he does not get well and fit 
tor business I pay him nothing. 

W 30 November 1842 Bad morning cold & damp 
arose am felt pretty well except the Bile 
on my back made in all my crop of corn about 
14 hundred bushels but Mothers part came out. 

T 26 January 1843 Clear am warm fine weather 
for business left Salters this morning & came 
to the gin house & looked at the cotton thrasher 
which is on verry simple plan & does great good 
in necking trash am dirt out of the cotton 
runs with rope Band Mac was there we came on 
home before night I was thankful to find all 
well. 



T 31 January 1843 Cloudy & cold went to 
Mothers and killed a hog she had in the pen 
& cut it up after dinner went to Wm Mims 
and borrowed 19 poun:is of salt then came 
home and killed my stag & cut & salted 
him to night cold & clear. 

W 8 February 1843 This morning raining 
am. sort of sleeting Dabney came over this 
morning to see if he could get the John 
Harpers house he offered me for the house 
& smoke house 12½ dollars I asked him 15 
so we did not trade. 

Ml May 1843 Clear and some cooler came 
from Hincheys to Mothers & eat my break
fast then came home & prepared to go to 
Court when I got there I lifted a note that 
Huston held on me for 28 & 69 eta, lifted 
an act that Mallard held on me for leather 
for $17.17 eta and on one from Wallace for 
$9.61 eta I also bought 1 peace of Bleached 
Domestic 360 1 bolt calico 275 4 dresses 
from the Dutch at $6.00 & I bought 1 q,t 
whiskey 25 gingerbread 25. 

F 5 May 1843 Tolerable clear and pleasant 
I have stayed about the house all day with 
John C Jones I paid him on my note 85 
dollars at a discount of 18 percent leaving 
69.70 which is really paid He is to pay me 
back the Alabama money if I get money that 
will answer him in Mississippi, the ballance 
due on the note he is to wait on me until I 
can collect it from John H Gray my cow had 
a calf. 

M 8 May 1843 Tolerable clear and warm went 
to Livingston bought a pare of cards from 
R. F. Huston price $1.00 in the evening my 
case in court came on and it was discharged 
at the cost of the State Alexander Campbell 
and William Godfrey were witnesses for the 
State and their evidence cleared me without 
my advancing any proof. 

W 19 July 1843 Tolerable clear in fore 
part of the day, but in the evening a fine 
rain Bought this day in Livingston from 
R. F. Huston 1 silk handf 1.25 3 yds of 
drilling for Oby Spradley 1.13 10 yds calico 
for Lurana & Elizabeth Payne 1.25 2 pare or 
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slippers for Mary A & Margaret 2.00 1 pare 
hose for Mary Elliott 50 12 yds domestic 
1.50 Came home in evening there was a 
general rain. 

W 13 September 1843 Clear and warm I do 
not feel well this morning I went to 
Livingston & bought from R.H. Houston 1 
dress for Nancy 3.00 1 dress for Cate 
1.50 Bought myself a coat from the Dutch 
2.50 l Bonnet for Sister Jane & some 
artificials at Normans l dress for sister 
Jane 120 cash, for myself 4 reminants for 
quilts 62 cents cash tremendous rain on us 
as we came home 

S 11 November 1843 Some cloudy and more 
cool there was a subpoena in case Payne 
against Gary, also some citations to attend 
4 Monday in this month to make settlement 
with orphans court as guardian. 

W 13 December 1843 Clear and cold went 
this day to Livingston in company with 
G. W. Payne I this day had a settlement 
with the court as guardian. The children 
after paying for their board tuition Doctor 
bill etc had coming to them Mary H Elliott 
227 •• 11} Margaret J Elliott had coming 
117 •• 442 Martha Elliott had coming 96 •• 74 
Left Livingston late this evening and got 
home late in the night. 

T 9 January 1844 Cloudy & Drisly killed 
3 hogs this morning hired Ransome Payne 
to live with Mother. I am to give him 4 
of all they can make Bought a sow and 5 
pigs from John Harper I am to give him a 
note on himself for 5 •• 57 and make his 
wife a pare of shoes. 

T 9 January 1844 Cloudy went to Livingston 
in company with w. Hutchison and Jno Green
lees to see if I could get indulgence from 
Bank. John E Jones wrote a letter for me 
to Mobile I stopped the advertising of my 
land in the printers office The Bank act. 
against me is 562 according to Dab account 
it is 750 Rainy night. 

T 30 January 1844 Cloudy and some rain 4 
of us started to the Bluff with Mothers 
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and my cotton stayed all night with Henry 
Horn. 

W 31 January 1844 Cloudy am warm bad 
appearance of rain we pursued our journey 
got the liberty to go through Freemans 
field and so we passed on and bad a 
severe day of hard pulling and mud but 
we to to Jones Creek at night. 

T 1 February 1844 Cloudy & warm went on 
to the Bluff this morning & delivered my 
cotton & I waid the same and took the 
receet to Gainesville & got a¢ per pound 
for the same all amounting to 362.72 Came 
back to Jones Bluff & stayed all night 
with Esq. Prince Bought my wife a dress in 
Gainesville at 150 my passage up the river 
& back was 1.00. 

F 2 February 1844 Cloudy and warm started 
for home in company with Robert Brewer & 
he helped me on to Pattens hill & when I 
got there I met with Mr Day and he carried 
my Silver Money as far as his house. I 
came to McClendons arJ stayed all night. 

M 5 February 1844 Verry nice day Went 
to Livingston I wanted to see John E Jones 
about the Bank Debt but he was gone to 
Mobile. I paid Houston 47.50 on a note 
they had on me Bought my Blank Book from 
Robert Hutson and 2 quires of paper & 1 
spelling book for 1.37 paid for same. 

M 12 February 1844 Clear and pleasant 
went to LiYingston and seed John Jones 
about the Bank matter he told me it was 
extended. 

W 14 February 1844 Clear and pleasant 
went to Livingston got form of Bank notes 
and wrote 5 notes tonight all making 735.64 
to send to the Bank at Mobile the first 
note to be paid 12 months after the ballance 
in annual installments. Paid James Hoges 
36 dollars in cash his part of the money 
that 10 bales of cotton sold for paid Mrs. 
Pippen 5 dollars for coming to see my wife 
bought from the Dutch l blanket at 1 dollar, 
1 lb of sulphur 25 2 oz of indigo 50 paid 
3 dollars to man that had a stud horse. 
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T 15 February 1844 Clear ard quite 
pleasant •••• ! asined those Bank notes 
for 736 dollars in the presence of John 
Jones Mother asined them this morning 
at my house. 

W 21 February 1844 Cloudy went to town 
to get a plow shaped lost my handkerchief 
then went to town again and got the same 
John C Jones at my house I finished paying 
him for the land I live on. 

W 20 March 1844 I and Jeff George went 
to Livingston & I proved my attendance 
against George for being a witness for 
10 •• 20 Bought from Houston 1 pare of 
breeches 3 •• oo and some coat lining & 
thread 62 came by Wallace and paid him 
14.60 for my leather act. of 1843 & 
bought 2 sides of uper at 4 •• 75. 

T 21 March 1844 Clear and cold went to 
Polly Paynes and took my Janes coat and 
she is to make it came by the mill & 
brought our meal. Gave Jno Gillespie 
20 dollars to bring some flour from Mobile. 
Came home and had a chill. 

S 11 May 1844 Clear and warm plowed some 
with the sweep in my corn over the creek 
then went to Muster and stayed as manager 
of the Captains election then came home in 
the evening and cut the hokes out of Mrs. 
Hincheys horses eyes & paid Ransome Payne 
100 hundred dollars toward his part coming 
from the estate. 

W 5 June 1844 Clear ard warm went to Living
ston to James Knox and made a settlement with 
him about Mothers part of the estate of 
Elizabeth Knox & rendered a c1--edi t on the 
note that he held against us to the amount 
of her part being 178 and also gave him a 
receipt in full in Anna Elliotts name My 
folks are plowing in the cotton over the 
creek. 

W 10 July 1844 Tolerable clear and warm 
I have been around the fields killing some 
squirrles After dinner I went to town to 
Wash Paynes & he & I had a settlement of 
our little acts. I paid him for bagging and 
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rope & 3 yds of bleached domestice & he 
paid me for Yarington Spradleys burying 
clothes and some potatoes & singing and 
for quinine we came out even. Tonight 
I caught one of Freemans negroes. 

T 11 July 1844 Came by Freemans and 
delivered to him his negro. 

W 24 July 1844 Cloudy went to Livingston 
with James Knox and stood his security for 
letters of Administratorship for 12 thousand 
and also guardianship 16000 thousand. 

S 19 October 1844 Tolerable clear and 
pleasant we finished hauling our cotton 
that we had out & delivered 22029 and the 
tole was taken my cotton turns out 29½ pounds 
of picked cotton to the hurrl.red therefore 
I will be entitled to 6894 pounds of picked 
cotton. 

T 2 January 1845 Cloudy and warm I went 
to Shropshires and rented 28 acres of land 
at 74 374 cents per acre and 15 acres for 
fencing Ransome Fayne and myself went 
squirrel hunting. 

T 30 January 1845 Clear and pleasant 
Commenced to _brake our little oxen we have 
been hauling cotton seed from the gin. I 
wrote a letter to Lyon and Baker to Mobile 
to sell my cotton and take up my note in 
the bank. 

T 4 February 1845 Cleared off this morning 
and been turning colder a1i day wird blows 
from the north and blows hard. I went to 
shop this morning with two plows to have one 
ms.de out of two Hands been clearing the 
potato pach vs. 

M 10 March 1845 Cloudy and still raining 
I wanted to go to the Bluff to sell some 
cotton but could not get across the creek I 
went to relieve some cows in the creek Martin 
Dabney and me made a raft & I got 2 out and 
killed six rabbits. 

S 12 April 1845 Tolerable clear the plows 
are in the wolf wallow plowing corn I have 
been clearing out the stables. the pedlar 
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fixed my clock. 

T 2 October 1845 Some cloudy and pleasant 
I went in company with Kirby Hall to Grants 
tan yard and got 15 pare or shoes 8 pare at 
1 •• 25 and 6 pare at 1 •• 75 each and 1 pare at 
1 •• so. I went and looked at my land by Mr 
McMillans the old gentleman offered me 1 dollar 
per acre for the piece by him I bought Kirby 
Halls land that adjoins me I am to give him 
$150 in March 1848 & if cotton is worth ?i 
I am to give him 162 •• 50. 

M 24 November 1845 Clear and cold I went 
this morning and paid William Axton 7.94¼ 
of money at 25% discount leaving unpaid 27 
dollars then Henry and me went and hauled 
550 rails on the cross fence between Silliman 
& Moore for which I am to get 1.12½ per hundred 
the amo,mt of rails that went around the 
ballance of the fence was about 2570 for 
which I am to get 1.00 per hundred all making 
31.98. 

M 22 December 1845 Some clouds plying about 
& turned warmer I am going to start to Mobile 
after dinner. I got on the boat Montgomery 
tonight at Jones Bluff. 

T 23 December 1845 Cloudy and some rain we 
started for Mobile this morning and got below 
Demopolis Fine treatment on the boat. 

W 24 December 1845 Cloudy we necked along 
the river slowly loading &c. 

T 25 December 1845 Clear and cold we got 
into Mobile about 12 o'clock quite muddy I 
went and boarded with Mr. Alexan:ler at 1 
dollar per day. 

F 26 December 1845 Clear and cold I was 
necking about the city from place to place 
& there is considerable business doing now 
in Mobile. 

S 27 December 1845 Clear and cold I bought 
my groceries today from A.rch Griffin in all 
43 dollars I paid my second note in the bank 
145 dollars and there is three yet to pay My 
cotton was sold today at 7 1/8 per hundred 
neting 637.83 I paid Peck & Schackeford for 



m.y bagging and rope 25 •• 53 I paid all demands 
that due against me in Mobile for the present. 
Bought 14 dollars worth dry goods. Left 
Mobile after sunset. 

~¾•28 December 1845 Verry pretty day we was 
on the river traveling. I did not like to 
break the Sabbath we got to Demopolis this 
evening before sunset we stayed all night 
right here towit Demopolis. 

M 29 December 1845 Cloudy we came on to 
Jones Bluff on the nBell Pool" through some 
difficulty I and Frank Moore went and stayed 
all night with Mr Allen. 

T 30 December 1845 Cloudy. Came home went 
to the Bluff and settled with Campbell every 
dime I owed him Got home safe and found them 
all tolerable well Nancy had the tooth ache 
went for Dr Jones and got him to pull some 
{?) of Nancys teeth out. 
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M 16 March 1846 Clear and verry pleasant. I 
went to James McLendons and gave B Holson 35 
dollars in gold to buy me some bacon in Mobile. 

M 1 June 1846 Cloudy I went to Livingston 
and bought a piece of land that was sold 
for the Bank debt I got it at 2 cents per 
acre 160 acres in all Tolerable good rain 
I am in the grass bad. 

S 15 August 1846 Cloud:y and rain. I bought 
Lad Moores cotton crop at $10.50 per acre & 
he is to pick out the cotton and haul to the 
gin & the money is to be paid when I sell 
the cotton, anyhow I am to pay him by the 
first of March next, & there is to be 20 
acres or there abouts. 

W 13 January 1847 Tolerable clear and more 
pleasant I hired Columbus Thredgill to day 
I put him in the crop hands Sam Spradley 
Dinah, Cate, Caroline., George, Eliza, Henry, 
Giles, Perry and give him the tenth of all 
that we make I am to give him 6 bushels of 
corn 100 lbs of pork & find all the horses 
& working utensils & he is to work for me 
all the time until the crop is completed all 
lost time to be made up by either. 



W 27 January 1847 Part or this day clear. 
I went this morning and bought a clock from 
Jno Gillespie at 7 dollars, he came and put 
it up and insures it to keep good time for 
12 months. 

M 8 March 1847 Thunder great quantity and 
considerable rain. We are doing vecy little 
of anything today Hobled the goats •. 

F 12 March 1847 Cloudy and drisly. I 
traded my goats for a blind horse and got 
cheated I expect. 
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M 5 April 1847 Cloudy and warm I went down to 
H. w. Killins and Bought a horse at 55 dollars 
the money to be paid next January if I like the 
horse and if not I am to return him next 
Saturday and take up my note. 

S 8 December 1849 Cloudy and warm. I 
rented Birdsong some land some at 2 per 
acre some at 50¢ per acre if the land dont 
produce more than 400 lbs of cotton if 800 
lbs $1.00 per acre. 

F 29 March 1850 Tolerable pleasant nice 
day. John Birdsong came and I rented him 
my pararie botton provided it does not get 
over flowed a.rd he is to give me 2 •• 50 per 
acre, if his erop is ruined I charge him 
nothing. 

The Period or Patriarchal and 
Neighborhood Activities 

This period of patriarchal and neighborhood activi

ties presents many contrasts. These years 1848-1856 

were full of uneasiness and uncertainty throughout the 

State of Alabama. Two political parties, the Whigs and 

the Democrats struggled for supremacy and control. Thus 

the foun:lation was laid for a so-called South Alabama 

Planter-Whig versus North Alabama Farmer-Democrat 

division. This division exists with certain modifications 
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until today.l Of the second general period the cha.rt 

reveals only 6 entries centering around crops as 

against 21 entries of patriarchal and familial ac

tivities, and 20 centering around trade and barter. 

This is the period ot the man's unsettled family 

life broken by the death of two wives, and this 

condition is reflected in his business affairs. He 

is for the first time uncertain about a trade. For 

example: 

M 11 April 1853 ••• I went to town and Bought 
from Petrea Stokes one negro Boy named Dick 
at 1040.dollars to be paid next March I 
dont know whether it is a good trade or not. 

Then his family ties were broken, and stern Presbyterian 

that he was, he felt that his duty lay in restoring 

order to his own circle and this was bard to do. He 

forgets his conservatism in an orgy- of buying, not more 

than he could evidently pay for, as he mentions so many 

times "they are paid forn but things that he would not 

have dreamed of possessing in earlier years. "I like to 

bought me a Rockaway" (this is a two-seated conveyance) 

he recorded, as if amazed· at what he came near doing. 

He bought a ''piana" before he had a decent place to put 

it, and afterward mentions taking the girls to have 

lessons. He buys for all the relatives in all types of 

family purchases. 

1. Moore, Albert B., Histori of Alabama, The 
American Historical Society, 192'7; Chapter v!. 



M 19 May 1851 ••• went to town and bought from 
Jesse Wiggins one Black Summer Coat at 9 
dollars cash in gold 

W 30 March 1853 ••• I bought from Chub Harris 
one pare of Bar Bobs at 3.50 then came on 
and bought for Elizabeth Payne 2.50 ot books 
and paid for them 

T 13 October 1853 ••• went to town and met up 
with some Tennessee Waggons am bought 451 
pounds of bacon at 11 cts per pound 

M 15 May 1854 ••• Clear ard warm I went to 
town with Sister Mary and Bet Payne & I 
bought for Bet P 2 dresses at 16 cts per 
yard and one dress at 25 eta Muslin and 
some 10 yds of white cloth & for mysel.f 
10 yds or white at 11½ cts & 6 yde of 
Shirting at 12½ and some thread and bottons 
at 15 cts and let John Greenlees have 
Elnathan Tarts note on a share of 12½ per 
cent he paid me 700 dollars in cash & owes 
me yet on a due bill $81.75 cts. 

He buys for himself quite evidently fitting himself 

out in h:is hunt for a wife. His records are all of 
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the cost, down to the last cent, and he regards this 

as a legitimate charge in the light of his need, and 

the necessity of meeting it. His interest is no longer 

in his crops, he mentions them rarely, but his motivating 

impulse is his need for a wife. 

T 10 June 1852 ••• Clear and pleasant Miss 
Jane I wish to know of you if you will 
permit me to converse with you on the subject 
or matrimony 

W 31 December 1852 ••• Called at Col Bradfcrds 
and got acquainted with Miss Mahaley and Miss 
Martha 

W 25 September 1854 ••• I have been busy hearing 
Religious Services and looking at the women 



• • • • • 
T 14 Jan 1851 Clear and very pretty all day 
I bought 3 sacks of salt ar.d paid all except 
15 cts Frank Moore balled one sack for me 
that I balled for him from Gainesville year 
before last 

W 2 Apr. 1851 Tolerable nice day. I bought 
27¼ yds of Lincy from a Waggoner at 25 cts 
per yd. 

S 5 April 1851 Clear nice day I bought from 
Fedler 1 silk P & l Black silk & one set of 
Knives and forks at 275 one black muslin 
dress for sister Martha 2 •• 00 

M 7 April 1851 Rainy day, heap Thunder great 
deal I went to town and gave in my tax and 
Mothers paid Jim Ash 2 •• 50 on the 10 dollars 
I owed him for work the first of the year I 
paid Martha AP Elliott 5 dollars on a note 
that she holds on me for about 60 dollars 
we are grinding some & building fence and 
raking manure &c rain great quantity. 

F 11 April 1851 Tolerable nice day I have 
been planting corn in the Boyd field and 
cotton in the house field TheFrench piana 
Frenchman stayed all night with us. 

M 19 May 1851 Clear am hot and dry I went 
to town while there I bought Flannel summer 
coat from E MoLendon at $4 •• 87 came home and 
in evening went back to halls & bought from 
Jesse Wiggins one Black Summer coat at 9 
dollars cash in gold came on home. 

W 28 May 1851 Clear warm and dry I went to 
Town and bought a trunk from Silliman at 350 
1 pare of Brogans for myself at 112½ 1 pare 
of gloves from Jones at 62 one pare of 
suspendars 87½. 

T 17 June 1851 Some cloudy and verry little 
rain after dinner went to Payneville and took 
5 shares in the Rail Road and I dont know 
whether it was a good lick or not. 

T 24 June 1851 A good shower this day I was 
down at Mathew Boyds when it came I lent John 
N Rivers ten dollars in cash on the South 
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Carolina Banks to be paid for when called 
for. 

T 18 December 1851 Clear and very cold I 
sent to the Prairie after my hogs to kill 
and they wd 1315 pounds I let Mac Moore 
have 540 pounds the ballance I have kept 
making in all that I have 1600 lbs. 

M 8 March 1852 Nice day. Esquire George 
Brought my return from Mobile of cotton 
m.oney 446.90. 
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W 2 June 1852 Cool in morning but soon turned 
warm. I went to town with my little girls 
to school to Miss Lou Wilder I swapped horses 
with Wilder gave him Bil horse for Clay and 
he is to give me 25 Dollars to Boot. 

F 18 Junel852 Clear and pleasant Thomas Danner 
commenced to work with me at 12 dollars per 
month and is cutting oats today. 

F 9 July 1852 Quite warm indeed we are 
sweeping over the creek and in the Bottom 
the hoes are in the new ground I went to 
town this morning to put a letter in the 
office to go to Pontetock I have so much 
grass I dont know where I can kill it or 
not Red Oak Ooze for Bots 

M 13 December 1852 Raining slowly I went 
to Mathew Boyda and got my dinner then 
went to Mr Shells and seed Mr Shell about 
buying my land then came home 

F 24 December 1852 Quite Pleasant I have 
been at the Auction today and have bot in 
all 14 •• 02 cts yesterday and today I quit 
my notion of merchandising my folks are 
picking cotton. 

W 30 March 1853 Clear and nice day. I 
paid Sherrer 39 dollars for R. s. Payne 
and one dollar for Gloves & I bought from 
Chub Harris onepare of Ear Bobs at 3 •• 50 
then came on I bought for Elizabeth Payne 
250 of Books and paid for them. 

F 8 April 1852 Clear and cool mornings 
I stayed at Esq. George last night I came 
by to look at Negro Boy of Stokes & offered 



him about 1050 dollars & he wanted Bill of 
exchange & that split us. 

M 11 April 1853 Clear and nice day. I 
went to the burying of Bruce George and 
went to town and Bought from Petrea Stokes 
one negro Boy named Dick at 1040 dollars 
to be paid next March I dont know whether 
it is a good trade or not. 

M 2 May 1853 Clear and warm and dry I 
went to Livingston to have final settlement 
of my mothers estate I paid Mac Moore 500 
dollars Ran Moore 200 dollars and R. s. 
Payne 150 all in cash & I still owe them 
some yet which I gave them mr due bill for. 
(these men are his brothers-in-law.) 

T 13 October 1853 Cloudy and warm I went 
to Town and met up with some Tennessee 
Waggons and Bought 451 lbs of Bacon at 11 
eta per lb went down to the school house 
and came on back with the children Boston 
Knox stayed all night with me and we had 
several of the neighbors called in. 

F 14 October 1853 Clear and some cooler 
I let Jef Boyd have 106½ lbs of Bacon that 
I bought yesterday and he paid me 11 dollars 
and still owes me 61 cts. 

W 18 January 1854 Warm for time of year I 
went to the Sale and Bought nothing stood 
Ran Moores security for negro woman and 
child named Faith at 1012 dollars & Mac 
Moores for 264 •• 75 for a little boy named 
Ben. 

M 15 May 1854 Clear and warm I went to 
town with Sister Mary and Bet Payne & I 
bought for Bet P 2 dresses at 16 cts per 
yard and one dress at 25 cts Muslin and 
some 10 yds of white cloth & for myself 
10 yds of white at 11½ cts & 6 yds of 
Shirting at 12~ & some thread and buttons 
at 15 cts and let John Greenlees have 
Elnathan Tarts note on a share of 12½ 
,er cent he paid me 700 dollars in cash 
& Owes me yet on a due bill $81.75 cts. 
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S 10 June 1854 Cloudy and warm. th:is morning 
I paid Dowling 100 dollars on my subscription 
on the Ohio and Mobile Rail Road. 

M 10 September 1855 Tolerable clear Cousin 
John S Elliott took 46 pare of shoes from 
here and let Mac Moore have one pare for a 
saddle blanket which made 47 pare. 

T 13 September 1855 Clear and verry hot I 
paid Esar Ramsey 50 dollars on my Rail Road 
subscription came back to Sumterville and 
bought from Thomas 1 pare of Boots l set of 
knives and forks 3 •• oo 1 Box or Toys for the 
children 75. 

F 7 March 1856 Tolerable pleasant Ran Moore 
& Ash help me on my stables get up the plates 
nice day I sold Caroline at 1300.00 to 
Greenlees-Hugh. 

W 19 March 1856 Tolerable nice day I sent 
2 Waggons to the River with 4 Bales of 
Cotton and my groceries the Roads shocking 
bad. 

F 28 March 1856 Tolerable nice day. I h:1r ed 
Mr Brown to work with me by the season at 1~ 
dollars per month he is to find himself so 
long as we agree together. 

Alexander Brcwn commenced to work with me at 
17 dollars per month 35 dollars to be paid in 
meat and corn & groceries the Ballance to be 
paid next winter the first of April he got 
12 lbs of pickle meat at 10 cts per lb Brown 
lost last Satterday Monday and Tuesday with 
chills and fever and was helping me on 
Wednesday Burn off the new ground But was 
not able to work much he can charge me what 
he thinks is right for that peace of a day 
Thursday Brown and me cleaned off some fence 
Roe and laid some 50 pannles of fence Friday 
Brew n worked in the new ground by himself 
and I quit it being the 11th of April 1856. 

S 2 June 1860 Clear and pleasant in shade 
I bought this Book at 75 l quire of paper 
and a Thermometer 90 cts came on home and 
felt very tired. 
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T 5 June 1860 Nice day I and my wife went 
to Frank Moores Mac Moore is up to look at 
the prospect of Bringing a store to Payne
ville we called at Mrs Jane Spencer and got 
our new quilt and paid her s •• oo for 
quilting. 

(in earlier days the work was done 
by co-operation.) 

W 20 June 1860 Tolerable pleasant I went 
to town to help Mac Moore about his goods 
and Boxes &c I bought a pare of Specks at 
1.00 from A. M. Moore. 

T 26 June 1860 Cloudy from the S.E. and 
a shower Mr Beggs called for his dinner & 
to take the Sensus I paid him in cash 
$2 •• 75 that had not been paid of my last 
year tax there is a mistake in my Tax 
Beggs says it is the fault of the Assessor 
I have paid $32 •• 75 in all. 

F 13 July 1860 Pleasant clear and veey 
dry we are in great want of rain I and 
my wife went to Mack Moores Store and 
Bought some Crockery of sets plates Wash 
boll and pitcher 3.75 2 Bolls 35 cts set 
of spoons at 1.50 cts 1 mettle Boiler 1 •• 00 
3 yds of pants cloth 1 •• 25 per yd 3 •• 75 1 
pare suspendars 50 1 yd of callico to Bind 
Quilt. 

The Period of New Undertakings 
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This period of new undertakings presents two 

activities ot major concern, his "framed house" and his 

attempt at a new business. He makes no mention of the 

reasons for needing a new house, nor anything 1n parti

cular about the old one, but undertook the building of 

the new one with great interest. The house was started 

July, 1860, and finished November, 1862. The material 

was cut and sawed on the place, the bricks were moulded 

and fired in the yard, the shingles were gotten out of 
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"board blocks• from good timber on the place, rived by 

band and cured. The labor where extra was needed was 

hired by the day. Only glass, iron for chimneys, nails 

and paint was not prepared at home. The cooperative 

project that this house constituted is surely to be 

remembered. The labor situation is varied. He hired 

men by the day, by the week, by the year; they fed 

themselves; he furnished some food stuff; time out for 

both he and the workmen was not to be paid for; no work, 

no pay. Money was to be paid in supplies; in materials 

of various kinds; to be paid next year with interest, 

and every possible way an agreement could be made. 

M 29 October 1860 ••• Rhyne and I and Aaron is 
at work at a new corner room called the lumber 
room 

T 11 December 1860 ••• went to Sledges Mill and 
me and the Doctor talked plank matter over he 
tells me he will saw lumber for me 1 & 50 per 
hundred if I take him timber and he will saw 
flooring 15 cts per hundred and ceiling at 
1.00 we furnish timber 

As a reflection of the economic customs of the times, 

these practices were more or less typical. Mr. Elliott's 

own concern and anxiety over the finishing of the house, 

his shrewd bargaining, his conferences with the Saw Mill 

man, his troubles over brick making, his scarcity of iron 

and glass and trouble to procure these, all these make 

up the project of the "framed house". 

The second venture was the Salt Works and the 

opportunity it offered for going into a.new business. 
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There could be no cured meat without salt. As the 

problem or getting this became more acute the people 

turned to every possible way of making it at home, 

even digging up the old smokehouse floors and boiling 

down the dirt for any possible residue. Finally there 

was nothing to do but go to the salt springs which were 

down 1n Choctaw County, he does not say just where, but 

on the river. From September to December, 1862, they 

went and came in wagons, sometimes bringing back as much 

as thirty bushels of salt, and this was paid for by the 

members of the company and then resold. In one case 

John Knox paid fifty dollars for •3 3/4 bushels1t. 

T 1 July 1862 ••• F1mnk Moore called in to see 
about going to help make salt 

M 18 August 1862 ••• I attended a Salt meeting 
at Payneville 

M 14 September 1862 ••• Some of the Waggona came 
from Salt Works and brought me 3 3/4 bushels 
of salt for which I paid 50 dollars some 2 
weeks ago 

In December he mentioned that fact that he had been 

thinking of making salt for sale, but the Sabbath was 

spent so unpleasantly at the Salt Works with the 

"Steamboats passing by and the Salt Works going., that 

I gave up the idea and determined to stay at home and 

trust to the Lord for supporttt. He never mentioned 

salt again. 

S 28 December 1862 ••• Cold I was this holy 
Sabbath at the Salt Works and spent the day 
unpleasantly because the Salt making was 



going on in many furnaces & the Steam Boats 
were passing by I had been thinking of going 
down to make salt for sale but when I found 
the Holy Sabbath was so Desecrated I deter
mined to remain at home with my family and 
Trust the Lord for support. 

• • • • • 
F 20 July 1860 Clear and hot we went to Mr 
T Rhynes on a vissit and had lots or water 
melons & engaged him to build me a Framed 
house and his boy George to hew for me. 

M 23 July 1860 Clear and not good deal of 
air astir we commenced to get some timber 
for my house I sent to town by Roxana and 
bought from Mack Moore l cross cut file and 
one T square and one whip We got timber for 
some 29 Joice today. 

M 30 July 1860 Several showers good for 
grass and S potatoes &c I think my cotton 
will make some 10 bales that will be some 
10 Acres to the Bale. 

T 13 September 1860 Clear and cool we went 
over to Paynes and Mr Keys to get some 
shingle trees Elizabeth {2nd time wife is 
called by name in whole series) Brought me 
from Mac Moores 38 dollars that he brought 
From Winston in Mobile & he brought us some 
chairs and candle sticks he is paid.for 
them. 

T 25 October 1860 Nice day after dinner 
Peter Handleys Boy Aaron came and set in 
to work with me at 30 dollars per month 
the money not to be paid until Jan. 1862. 
with interest next year. 

M 29 October 1860 Clear and some cooler 
Rhyne and I and Aaron is at work at a 
new corner Room called the lumber Room. 

T 6 November 1860 Nice day we are finish
ing cutting Raftus I nor Rhyne went to the 
Presidential Election. 

W 7 November 1860 Nice but cloudy putting 
our House together fitting and marking. 
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T 13 November 1860 Nice day we Raised our 
house Rhyne is with us today. 

W 14 Nice day we are railing up the cripples 
& working on the front piaza. 

T 15 Cloudy and warm we are putting up the 
Raftus pink and Aaron is helping and we got 
them up before night awhile. 

W 21 November 1860 Turned good deal cooler 
I haveDick and Pink sawing scantling for 
Smoke house Aaron and I have been working 
on the smokehouse Tarts sale was today Rhyne 
brought me from the Springs a verry large 
file to sharp whip saw that cost 1.40 I owe 
him for the same. 

S 24 November 1860 Nice day Aaron & I am 
at work at my smoke house & george & Bil 
and 4 Rhynes folks are sawing with the whip 
saw they sawed some weather· boarding. 

W 28 November 1860 Raining some Rhynes 
Girls 2 of them are here and sorted out 
some shingles a whj_le and spun some our 
boys are sawing at the whip saw. 

M 4 December 1860 Cool but tolerable good 
day we went to picking cotton to the new 
ground all hands & cook (first and only 
mention of house servant) Rhyne Boy came 
after his two Gals to go home and we sawed 
some 80 feet of nice plank. 

S 8 December 1860 Nice morning I went to 
Sledges mill and me and the Doctor talked 
plank matter over he tells me he will saw 
llD'Jlber for me 1.50 per hundred & if I take 
him the timber he will saw flooring at 75 
cts per hundred & ceiling at $1 •• 00 we 
furnishing the timber. 

T 11 December 1860 Clear and cool I started 
on my way to see Thomas Clay about getting a 
carry log to haul stocks & I gave him 20 
Dollars in gold in the nresent of Roddy to 
send after me some 200 lbs of sugar I came 
on to Payneville and Bought 3 chairs from a 
gentlemen & paid 3 dollars in silver. 
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T 17 January 1861 Cloudy and I went to Payne
ville and Bought from John Farror a peace of 
land that belongs to William Hutcherson at 1 •• 00 
per acre to be paid when I get a little. 

S 19 January 1861 Tolerable nice day I and T 
Rhyne rode over to David Burtons to see about 
employing Mrs Eleby to teach for us came back 
to town and agreed to give her $200 and if she 
should make over $220 for five months she is 
to pay back $20. tm m the ballance is her own. 

S 2 February 1861 Great Deal of Rain last night 
we are sawing some lathing Rhyne gone to the 
Springs Ross gone home Ras Thomas ar:d McGathey 
making the children desks and drawing some 
shingles. 

(His own desk made about this time is still 
in use by his grandson and great-grand 
daughter.) 

W 27 February 1861 Some Cloudy I and Ross and 
3 Negros and 5 mules went to Sledges Mill and 
got her to running after dinner on my plank. 

T 7 March 1861 Clear and nice day some plowing 
pink helping to put the plank in the Kiln Rhyne 
at home putting up bridge I am attending to my 
plank kiln. 

F 29 March 1861 Nice day but tolerable warm I 
and George went to the mill after a load of Plank 
we have got two loads th:is week 964 feet from 
George Clay I broke my coupling tongue & after
wards Broke my Waggon hands got dinner at William 
Clarkes and got home at night after a days toil. 

T 2 April 1861 Warm Mac Moore started to Memphis 
Ten to buy us some meat I gave him 85 dollars. 

M 15 April 1861 Good Rain before day and Brisk 
wind from SoE Hugh Danner came & got 200 lbs of 
clear sides out of the Hogshead of Meat that I 
got that wd 1098 lbs. 

M 13 May 1861 Rain and wind from SW I went to 
Porters to ser.d a letter to Elliott about my 
cotton I directed him to sell if he would not 
lose more than Fifty dollars in preference to 
ship to Liverpool. 
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S 7 September 1861 Rainy heap we are working on 
Brick Moles & Yllheel Barrow and cleaning around my 
new House and after dinner rommenced to mould 
Brick we made about 1000 Brick this evening. 

S 21 September 1861 Rainy and wet we have made 
some 38000 Bricks. 

M 23 Clear we are working on the Brick yard this 
day taking up Bricks. 

T 24 Clear we set our Brick Kiln afire. 

F 27 Heavy rain in evening our Brick Kiln have 
sunk down so bad that the fire cannot circulate 
through out. 

S 28 Clear nice day stopped up the kiln about 
night I am running some tar. 

S 19 October 1861 Cloudy and warm I went down 
to John Greenlees and hired 5 hands to come & 
pick cotton next Monday at 50 cts per hundred to 
be paid in cotton came on by the hill and Bought 
from L Underwood 2 fine combs 1 •• 11½ 1 dress at 
18 3/4 per yd from Thomas 1 pare of Botts $6 •• 00 
1 yd of Callicoat 12½ per yd 2 yds of Gingham at 
25 eta per yd one 3/4 auger from Underwood 37~. 

T 31 October 1861 Clear and Killing frost old 
Sal Sow has five pigs the Foolish Spotted Sow has 
9 pigs Ma.thew Houston came here to see if he o::>uld 
buy some Beef but I could not accomodate him But I 
gave him 30 dollars to buy window glass & putty and 
oil and sack of salt my little baby is pretty sick 
teething. 

M 2 November 1861 Rainy I let Doct Kennard have 
50 Dollar Bill which he is to get changed and take 
out of it to send to New Orleans for sugar Six 
Dollars 80/100 in evening Mac Moore Crune over to 
get some 16 Dollars out of the same bill this will 
pay him up what I owe him on the meat he bought in 
Memphis last April. 

M 18 November 1861 Nice ani pretty cool I and 
RR Moore went to Livingston & got there at sun 
up I wanted to send by Judge Dillard to New 
Orleans for some Molasses but he had gone to the 
Seat of War after his Brother I took James Hare 
75 lbs of Dry Hides $7.50 and got in return 2 
sides of leather he owed me some on my hides last 



Fall & I bought 1 pare of shoes for negro Jim 
at $1 •• 00. 
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T 26 November 1861 Clear in the morning and 
Frost I went and killed some squirrles the boys 
all picking cotton I have out about 24 1 000 
pounds of seed cotton. 

W 27 Heavy Rain I went to David Burtons and 
bought 1 Bushel of Gubers at 1 •• 00 cash I had 
out last night 24000 and today we have picked 
555 lbs I found my old Broken Back sow with 7 
pigs my sows have now 43 pigs. 

S 30 November 1861 Cool little but I went to 
Town this morning and gave Mac Moore $100 dollars 
to buy molasses and sugar for myself & T. s. 
Rhyne Payne John Prestwood I have been necking 
about looking after my shoats & might took a 
chill. 

T 12 December 1861 Clear and cooler we killed 
4 Hogs that wd 452. 

S 21 We killed some 9 shoats that wd ?40 lbs. 

M 23 Turned cool we killed 5 hogs that weighed 
888 making 1n all 2080. 

Ehtire Framing of the house 
per sqe making 
Entire floowing 19Sq& 60@ 3.50 
Entire ceiling 59 & 44@ 3.00 
Entire V\Jeather Boarding at 
150 per Sqe. 16 Sqs. X 34 
Entire caverning at 2.25 per Sqr. 
26.69 
Facing Front ?0 ft 5 Cts per Ft. 
15 steps 8 Ft per step 
7 Colums at $4 per colum 
3 chimney pieces 
13 chimney pieces 
Side lights & overhead 
Windows 12 at $?. per wird ow 
Boxing and Cronish 
Work done on smoke house Door and 
Door Frame included 

Credit by work that Negro 
Aaron Done & J.K.Elliott 

16 S 10 a 1.25 
145.12½ 

68.60 
178.32 

24.51 

59.62 
3.50 

15.00 
28.00 
20.00 

104.00 
7.00 

84.00 
25.00 

17.82 
770.99~ 

53.75 
?l?.24½ 
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Cost of material in house, lumber cut and dried 
at home Brick made at home Labor hired by day. 

W 12 November 1862 Cloudy and warm I went to 
Gren Grants this evening and got some shoes for 
my three daughters 10.50 John L Elliotts 2.50 got 
last Saturday my negros shoes 6 pare at $5.00 a 
peace all making and my own at the same all my 
shoe bill being 48 dollars besides my wifes which 
was 4 Dollars ard she paid that in fact He paid 
me the Ballance in cash except 5 cts he owes me 
now the Beef and Hide came to $55.57. 

F 21 November 1862 Frosty morning Mrs. Hoppers 
2 negro girls have been working for me 3 days a 
peace but Monday and Tuesday they pulled only 
35 bushels of corn today they have helped hall 
corn and have worked well enough. 

S 22 Clear & frost Mrs. Hoppers 2_girls went 
home I divided some of the peas her negros picked 
last week and I find there was coming to her 1½ 
bushels She bad got some and took them home last 
week then I put into a Bag for her some 2¼ of 
Pease for the hire of her 2 girls this week or 
some 3 days so her and me is even except some 65 
feet or lumber to make a coffin for a negro man 
last year. 

Tl July 1862 Cloudy Frank Moore called in to 
see me about going to help make salt. 

T 3 Clear I commenced to work at my salt works 
Rhyne was over to direct me something about 
making it out of old smoke house is ve:eyslow 
Business. 

F 4 July 1862 Clear and warm F. B. Moore & his 
wife was with us today we are still trying to 
make salt we make poor progress I let Kinnard 
take the smoke house on halves. 

M 18 August 1862 Clear and warm my family went 
out to William Eakins I remained u.nt 11 evening I 
was attending a Salt meeting at Payneville. 

S 23 Good appearance about for Rain I went up to 
T. Rhynes and got some money I had deposited to 
send to the Salt Works I went up to Jolm C Porters 
and made application for the Lease of the Company 
above here But they were not willing to give up 
their works. 



M 25 Clear I have been to see Jim Boyd about 
going to the Salt Works Frank Moore handed me 
50 dollars to buy salt with. 

109 

T 28 August 1862 Clear I pursued my journe7 
& got to the Salt Works about 2 o'clock it is a 
busy place some are doing good business & some 
sorry I nocked about and thought I had got a 
location but it proved a failure. 

F 29 I went this day to Capt Styths & got a will 
from him in his field and one more place Down at 
the Salt Works. 

M 1 September 1862 Cloudy I came on home and 
their has been Gracious Rain. 

T 2 Cloudy a little shower we had a meeting in 
Payneville to organize our Salt Company R. S. 
Payne handed me 10 Dollar Bill to get him l 
bushel of salt I let Frank Moore have 5 dollars 
to pay his expenses in pulling up the rompany I 
paid 5 dollars myself. 

S 14 September 1862 Some cloudy and warm some 
of the Waggons came from the Salt Works and 
Brought me 3 3/4 bushels Salt which I paid 50 
Dollars for some 2 weeks ago. 

W 29 October 1862 Clear the Waggons started to 
the Salt Works Jim Boyd got Keys waggon F B 
Moores waggon eventually McGowans Waggon is going 
Ox waggon. 

F 7 November 1862 Cool and windy Frank Moore and 
I went down to Jim Boyds and measured the 2 loads 
of salt which measured some 30 bushels. 

W 24 December 1862 Cool and cloudy I in oompany 
with F B Moore and 6 waggons started for the Salt 
Works to Break up salt making for this year We 
camped down at Beaufort Seals. 

T 25 Christmas Day we pursued our journey pretty 
cool day at night we camped at a little creek 
where Indians had been making Baskets. 

F 26 Cloudy we stopped and stayed all night belcw 
Brownriggs place on a high hill and their fell 
some rain on us in the night. 



S 27 Cloudy and warm we went on to the Salt 
Works and just after we got there there came 
up a Brisk Blow up and then cleared off and 
turned cold. 
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S 28 December 1862 Cold I was this holy Sabbath 
at the Salt Works ard spent the day .unpleasantly 
because the Salt making was going on in many 
furnaces & the Steam Boats were passing by I had 
been thinking of going down to make salt·for sale 
but when I found the Holy Sabbath was so Desecrated 
I determined to remain at home with my family and 
Trust the Lord for support. 

T 23 January 1863 Cool and cloudy there was a 
man by the name of Heartstein came here and paid. 
me $50 for Billy ox and the same man stayed with 
me all night and paid me $1.00 I gave him 3 
Dollars Shin Plaster on powel of Montgomery with 
one orner torn off & ol Dollar Confederate money 
and he gave me $5 Confederate Bill. · 

S 3 April 1863 Cloudy and warmer I went to 
Livingston I paid my Tax 26.90 and to Parker & 
Sims 5 bales of cotton at 21¢ I took up my note 
that T. s. Rhyne held on me 169.50 we settled 
everything except 40 lbs of Rope that he borrowed 
last year & my Bull and my old gun and some 2 
plow points. 

T 22 April 1863 Heavy rain this evening Clearing 
up the rice pach. 

M 29 June 1863 Clear and warm I let RR Moore 
have 20 Dollars lent money for Kennard on a note 
I paid tax for William Eakins land & negros for 
1861 and for the Land 1862 which was $18 and some 
cents I bought paper of needles $1 •• 00 and plug 
of Tobacco $1 •• 00. 

T 16 June 1863 Some appearance of Rain we need 
Rain I am making shoes for Elizabeth (wife) and 
Virginia. 

{Returned to Shoe Making during war.) 

M 29 June 1863 Rain good showers I paid tax fer 
William I Eakins (brother-in-law) land & negros 
1861 and land 1862 which was $18 and some cents 
I bouglit piper of needles $1 and plug of tobacco 
$1.00. 

T 16 July 1863 Heavy rain I & Jim went to mill 
with wheat times look gloomy. 
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T 27 August 1863 Some rain Mac Moore came from 
Mobile and brought me a spelling Book at 1 •• 50 
and Bottle of Quinine at 40. Dollars and I paid 
him the money. 

T 3 September 1863 Clear and pleasant Robt Boyd 
called at my house and got~ oz of Quinine and 
gave my wife 20 Dollars 2 10 Dollar Bills. 

M 19 October 1863 Nice day tolerable cool I and 
my wife and negro Jim started to Tuscaloosa I 
attended the Synod we had a very harmonious 
meeting Ig,t leave of Absence on Satturday to 
come down to Uncle David Elliotts we camped out 
tonight l mile this side of Eutaw and lay in the 
wagon. 

T 20 October 1863 Cloudy and warm I went down 
to the Founiry and Factory and found out what I 
could do I got 3 plows and pretty nearly 3 blocks 
of thread I went up in town (Tuscaloosa) and got 
a place to stay during the Synod at Mrs. Gov. 
Martins. 

Social Implications of Illustrative Data 

As previously stated the grouping of business 

activities of John Knox Elliott included agriculture, 

trade and barter, the period of patriarchal and neigh

borhood activities, and the period of new undertakings. 

It will be noted that these three general categories 

of interest bear a very definite relationship to each 

other. They appear to be the result of a process of 

growth, which, beginning with the simple personal and 

hand to hand contacts, advances as the culture pattern 

grows more complex, through the stages of fiduciary 

responsibility and widening horizons of opportunity, to 

the ultimate accomplishment of undertakings whose deep 

roots lay wholly outside any philosophy of experience or 



observation that John Knox Elliott may have bad. 

The almost nold world 0 aspect of the agriculture 

pattern of the early years, with its accompanying 

variety of financial transactions, gave way to a more 

diversified system, as the interests and needs of the 

people themselves seemed to demand such a change. An 

extension of the outlook of one, called for a similar 

expansion of the other. 

Again., the emergency in the group of which this 

man was the center--the loss of his wife--had its 

repercussions in the business relationships of the 

whole primary group, and an ever widening influence 

on the "out-group". The project of wife hunting led 

to the setting up of new business relationships. The 

whole force of the situation was out of the normal and 

familial channel into unexplored am uncharted paths. 

New friero s were made; new communities were visited; 

new clothes were bought and worn with new and 

unaccustomed spirit. New things were in the air, and 

as a result new patterns of thought and habit developed. 

Largely as the result of these, and a logical third 

step in the scheme of growth, the new undertakings of 

the last years of the diar:i.es followed. As has been 

stated, there was no mention of need, ether economic 

or otherwise, for the "framed house" or the new busi

ness venture. The utilitarian mind of this man had 
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consid nothing ide s value to him 

and his, but now he swings into this project with 

the eagerness born of intense interest, and bends all 

his activities, and those of his co-operative neighbors 

toward its successful completion. The interesting 

thing above all, and most indicative of his motivating 

personality trait, is the outcome of his rew business 

venture. 

Here we find in sharp apposition his economic and 

religious interests. He needs more money, he must make 

a better living. He chooses a development born of the 

intense need of the times, a uventure", which is no 

venture but a sure source of income. Yet, so deep

rooted and of his very warp and weft of life, is his 

conviction of the sacred obligation of the Fourth 

Commandment of the Decalogue that on one Surday after

noon on the banks of the river, he made up his mind to 

cling to his old anchor of faith and trust in God, and 

never again did he mention a ire to change his life 

work. The pull of the old set religious concept, which 

had been his for years, was too strong for the new 

project. The "Cake of Custom" was set beyond breaking. 



CHAPTER VI 

COMMUNITY INSTITUTIONS 

The Nature of Connnunity Institutions 
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Social institutions are effects of the efforts of 
l 

Society to act collectively. The term institution is 

taken to mean attempts either voluntary or involuntary, 

by which man seeks to satisfy his basic wishes. Every 

individual has a vast variety of wishes which can be 

satisfied only by his incorporation in a society. While 

these human wishes have a great number of forms, they have 

been reduced to a four-fold classification by Professor 

William I. Thomas and as such are cal.led the "Four Funda

mental Wishest•. They are:2 

1. The desire for new experiences,. 

2. The desire for security. 

3. The desire for response. 

4. The desire tor recognition. 

In these catagor1es, the individual is the unit of behavior. 

His attempts, voluntary or involuntary, to satisfy these 

desires when taken in the mass, result in the patterns of 

institutional behavior, which become fixed by group sanction. 

1. Park, Robert E~, S~biosis and Socialization, 
Abstract, American Journal o Sociology, Vol. XLV, No. l, 
July, 1939, p. l. 

2. Thomas, William I., and Znaniecki, Florian, The 
Polish Peasant in Euro1e and America, Alfred A. Knopt;
New York, 1927, Two Vo ume Ed., Vol. 1, P• 73. 
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There has been suggested a local classification of 

institutions in this wise; industrial, religious, politi

cal., educational, welfare and mutual aid, and communal 
1 organizations. On the basis of this classification and 

after careful study of the diaries it appeared that four 

catagores of institutional relationship centering around 

religious, educational, political and social needs. These 

were not always distinct as for example: 

M 19 June 1848 ••• Cloudy and a little rain I have 
been raising my screw and had fine help and friend
ship abundant and I got my screw up. No whiskey 
drank today by us So much for the Sons or. Temperance. 

This is a combination of communal., social, and semi• 

religious institutional procedure, which occurs many times, 

with modifications during the years. Again:, 

T 14 November 1844 ••• Cleared off this morning and 
has been pretty day I helped to haul corn until I 
started to Jane Greenlees wedding she was married 
a little after two o'clock & we had dinner I came 
home and at night went to Payneville and there was 
a debating society organized & the question for 
next Thursday night was agreed upon which was the 
protective tariff. 

This is a combination of personal and group relationships 

With overlaping political and educational interests. 

This Will be found true of many of the entries in 

the diaries. It is impossible to set apart the human 

individual from the social forces which condition him, 

and often these forces are not simple, but complex. So 

1. Park, Robert E., and Burgess, Ernest s., Intro
duction to the Science of SociologY~ University of Chicago 
Press, cEreagc:), 1924, p:-51. 
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these tour great institutions, religious, educational, 

political and social, appear through the whole life span 

of the diaries. They are in tact the thread on which the 

web of the man's life is spun. 

Religious Institutional Activities 

The religious activities were ever uppermost in the 

mind of John Knox Elliott. l.t is not necessary to record 

what he does. If there be a service he attends, lists 

the minister's text in his recordings for the day, takes 

the place ot the absent Sunday School teacher, reproves 

unseemly conduct on the part of the "sinners• if he thinks 

it to be necessary. When he is ill, and so much of the 

time he is, for months at the time, he reads "good books", 

and sets himself a task, not for the love of reading or 

information, but from a sense of duty. One thing stands 

out, namely, the la.ck of joy in his religion. The Old 

Testament texts of warning which were hurled at the Jews 

by the Prophets, were fitted to his mind, and his stern 

beliet in everlasting punishment colored everything he 

did. "Work out your own salvation with tear and trembling," 

seemed to be his motivating impulse. The following entries 

are typical of this situation: 

January 2 
1839 At home Sumpter County Alabama 
Dear uncle James Knox through the blessing of God 
we are all enjoying tolerable health •••• I inform 
you that I live in a verry bad and wicked neigh
borhood we have no Sabbath School nor much 
preaching Mr. Haddon preached for us once this 
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spring but he informed me some other minister 
would hold sacrament in Payneville during this 
summer and I hope if we are spared to see another 
year rowl around we Will have some preaching 
statedly 

S 22 May 1842 ••• I went and heard Mr Loughridge 
preach. from Numbers there was also an address de
livered by a mr Cox the school teacher on temperance 

S 9 September 1843 ••• Prayer meeting at sunrise, & 
at nine o'clock at 11 Lyn preached 

S l September 1844 ••• I went this day to preaching 
and heard Mr Clemons ••• they called for members to 
join the church on trial and there was some 3 
persons anxious about their souls 2 out of the 3 
joined tor 6 months. 

S 27 October 1844 ••• at night Bro Nall preached 
his text l Sam 5 ch 24 vs some mens sins go before 
them to judgment & others follow ••• he advanced 
the idea that our influence followed us into 
hell or heaven 1n his discourse relating to mens 
sins 

S 18 July 1846 ••• Clear and very cold for the time 
of year Our protracted meeting began today 

S 11 July 1847 ••• went to church and heard Rev. I 
Haddon on the evils of the present war he has been 
directed by the General Assembly to preach on 
that subject quite interesting to several of the 
hearers. 

S 13 February 1848 ••• I went and heard Mr Adams 
preach to the negros from Acts Believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved. 

F 3 August 1849 ••• Tolere.ble clear I went and heard 
Mr McDaniel preach at Payneville it is the day 
the Chief Executive appointed for a fast day and 
people have been sorter observing it in their 
usual way. My folks are doing nothing for me but 
noeking about from thing to thing. 

W 11 June 1851 ••• I went to town in order to re
ceive the Church as one of the Trustees 

M 2 August 1852 ••• I went to preaching and heard 
Silliman from Ephesians 4 c 30 v there was en
quiring meeting and there was some presented 
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themselves to converse with the minister 

W 26 March 1854 ••• Clear and nice day I went to 
Oxford to preaching and heard the Book agent Preach 
a verry good sermon 

S 30 November 1862 ••• Nice day I and Rock (Roxana) 
went to Oxford and heard Brother Bingham preach 
from 6 chapt ot Gal on Christian Zeal he paid 
me 2 dollars that I had over paid him when I settled 
with (him) just before the meeting of' the Last 
Presbytery I settled up with him tor preaching 
until the first of April last. 

S 10 May 1863 ••• clear Beautiful day we are at home 
no preaching our pastor is afflicted as a scourge 
on our church. 

It appears that his religious activities were 

motivated emotionally and not logically. His religion 

was to him a set pattern for living, from which he could 

willingly permit no departure. His role was not to reason 

"whytt., but to accept., and set a guard on himself and all 

his group, lest they all fail to adhere to standard, and 

so failing, fall short of Eternal Salvation. 

Educational Institutions 

Then there were the schools and the life that centered 

in them. There was impossibility of regular attendance 

for several reasons. Those oecuring most frequently were 

the uncertainty of having a teacher; the variable length 

or the school term; the roads "most Horrid"; the creek 

"all over Everywhere"; the chills and fever., measles and 

"newmonia 0 that raged up and down the district at all 

times. But to offset these handicaps there were exhibi

tions., public examinations (much hair ribbon is bought for 
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these), the singing school, piano lessons, the review of 

''Le.ttinu and the reading or good books every Sunday when 

there was no preaching service. It would be helpful if 

the diaries revealed more of the domestic economy. There 

is today a traditional ••Presbyterian bread"--:most delicious 

it is, made 1n the community, so called because it can 

be made on Saturday and avoid breaking the Sabbath. During 

the early years the ages ot the children kept down the 

records of educational activities, yet the writer pays 

for schooling, but makes no mention of means or end sought. 

His own inte,rest in improving himself led to his debating 

society activities. Also there will be found the whole 

period of the diaries references to the writing school, 

the arithmetic school, both of which he attended with his 

children, and the singing school which was a comm.unity 

project. Illustrative of this situation are the following 

excerpts: 

F 8 April 1842 ••• Clear and pleasant Paid Mr Session 
7.50 for Schooling 

F 20 September 1860 ••• I and Cousin Knox have been 
nocking about the neighborhood seeing if there 
could be a school made up 

S 22 February 1851 ••• I went to school to study 
arithmetic 

Tl April 1851 ••• Rolerable clear I went to the 
school house by 10 o'clock and was appointed one 
of the Trustees of the school with others. 

F 30 May 1851 ••• I went to the examination today 
and there was a fine turn out and good feeling 
and at night Exhibition performed. 
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F 13 August 1852 ••• I have been at the writing 
school there have been some more Schollers today 
and some Bragging with those Boys coming in banter
ing the schollers. 

T 18 January 1855 ••• Clear & nice day they have a 
concert and review in mu.sick. 

S 19 January 1861 ••• Tolerable nice day I and 
Rhyne rode over to David Burtons to see about· 
employing Mrs Eleby to teach for us agreed to 
give her 200 dollars & if she should make over 
220 dollars for 5 months she is to pay back 20 
dollars & the rest is her own. 

W 13 September 1862 ••• Tolerable clear and warm 
the children went to take a lesson on th.e piana 
with Mrs. Kennard. 

W 2 Septemeer 1863 ••• Clear and cool in the shade 
My Daughters are studying reviewing Lattin &c. 

Political Institutions 

Under this head come the political gatherings where 

the candidates aired their views and their differences, 

the occasional Court Martial, the local group meetings 

where delegates to larger assemblies were chosen, and 

great rivalry and consequent serious divisions of opinion 

often leading to trouble. The leader in the community 

was Elliott's kinsman, William Winter Payne, who was in 

Congress from 1841 to 1847, and whenever he speaks, the 

community turns out to listen, not always with entire 

approval, but with a feeling of complacency at the politi• 

cal preferment of one of their group. 

S 26 July 1845 ••• Clear and quite warm. I went 
to Payneville & heard Winter Payne speak I thought 
he done tolerable well. 

The election days constituted outstanding situations in 
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this field. The struggle between the Whigs and Democrats 

was found here in miniature. The consequent counting of 

the votes with "great heap of liquor drunk and much non

senset• often resulted in setting up lines of cleavage., 

which persisted through the Whole record. Again the fol

lowing excerpts will be illustrative: 

S 19 November 1842 ••• went to Livingston to rege
mantal Muster and suffered a great deal 

M 8 July 1844 ••• I went to Livingston to the Joli
fication Dinner Heard Womac deliver a speach on 
political questions which I thought to be pretty 
good 

T 8 August 1844 ••• I have been reading a sketch 
on some of the Acts of James K Polk he is my man 
for President 

S 26 July 1845 ••• Clear and quite warm. I went to 
Payneville & heard Winter Payne speak I though.t 
he done tolerable well. 

S 23 May 1846 ••• I went to Livingston and there was 
considerabie excitement and Volunteers turned out 
to go to Mexico 

M 2 July 1847 ••• After dinner I went to the e1ec
tion and there was about 120 votes given in the 
Whig candidate got the highest vote. Considerable 
fuss this evening in town 

M 5 August 1850 ••• I went to the election and 
voted for Williams for Clerk Payneville is a 
very unpleasant place. 

M 7 July 1851 ••• went to Payneville to the Publick 
speaking and heard the Candidates speak I let 
John Knox have 25 cts to \my watermelons 

S 22 September 1860~ •• Nice day there was speaking 
in town ey Vandygraff but I didn't go I was so 
'busy but I did go to the meeting of 'the members 
of the church to appoint a committee or two. 

W 6 November 1861 ••• I went to the Presidential 
Election and the people voted for Jef Davis 
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Social Institutions 

These institutions reflected the everyday life of the 

community. The work in the fields, the log rollings, 

house raisings., bee-tree cuttings., weddings, funerals, 

"infairs", hog-killings, 'basket dinners, quiltings, 

all these as general cooperative projects. Add to these 

hunting of all kinds--fox, turkey., squirrel--, Ledge 

meetings, temperance meetings, negro hirings., auction 

sales., shooting frolics, patroling and home Guard and Muster 

meetings, and the social picture becomes a pattern or 
labor customs centered around the idea of exchange of work 

between neighbors and group participation in recreation 

and community activities. 

Then ntaking Christmasn and "nog parties" came along 

a little later in the record, and only once does he men

tion what he ate at that time--a goose--nothing else 

definite does he mention as to food in any of the recording. 

Occasionally a general fast day was set apart either by 

the church or the government. 

The above activities together with the sorrows, the 

illnesses and deaths--and Oh how many there were--the 

funerals with the weather so bad that no one could attend 

except enough to bury the person, the sound of the hammer 

on the home-made coffins, and there will remain with you 

the picture this section seeks to make clear. The follow

ing excerpts will be found typical of these situations: 



T 7 April 1842 ••• Nancy had a spinning today 

W 8 November 1843 ••• Went and asked some quilters 
to help, Nancy quilt. 

T 27 June 1844 ••• went after some turkeys this 
morning and killed two. 

F 13 December 1844 ••• Clear and quite pleasant 
Myself and wife and child went to Eli Seale's 
infair and there was a nice little gathering. 

T 2 July 1846 ••• all hands idle as far as the 
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farm is concerned James Ash wedding is on hand 
There was about 80 persons turned out to see James 
Ash married at 4 O'clock all broke up about night 
very prettily. 

S 6 November 1847 ••• I have been helping Mr Axton 
put up his house 

T 25 December 1849 ••• Cooland some cloudy I have 
meen asking some quilters Bought 10 yds of quilt 
lining from Gilespie at 6½¢ had chill tonight. 

T 27 December 1849 ••• Pleasant nice day we had 
a fine company with us today 120 persons in all 

S 28 December 1850 ••• Clear & pleasant we are doing 
nothing worthwhile lru.t giving holiday and good 
deal of company and so on 

S 26 December 1851 ••• My sisters was all with me 
for dinner went to Jno Greenlees and had a shoot
ing frolic with the boys 

T 30 December 1852 ••• Pleasant and nice day I had 
my quilting and there was a fine gathering of 
people Present say 150 and everything moved on 
harmoniously as far as I now and all went home 
in due time I send in the day and got l gallon of 
Brandy from Handly. 

S l September 1860 ••• this evening I went to the 
church and commenced a sewing society. 

s 8 July 1865 ••• Verry warm we went to a dinner 
at Payneville given to the returned Souldiers 
there was some 200 people there Dust and Crust 
Pretty gals and.musk. 
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Early Interests 1842-1849 

On the background of the· "four outstanding institu

tionsn, there appeared in the early years, the cooperative 

activities having a definite purpose. The following 

excerpts are typical of these situations: 

W 8 November 1843 ••• Pieasant day went and asked 
some quilters to help Nancy quilt. The hands 
picking cotton. 

M 8 July 1844 ••• I went to Livingston to the 
jolification Dinner Heard Womac deliver a speach 
on political questions which I thought to be 
pretty good 

M 5 August 1844 ••• Clear and tolerable warm I went 
in company with Mr Porter to the Academy and there 
met several or the members of the Church and ,,e 
raised several resolutions concerning procuring 
a church There was given in today 110 votes the 
foremost Whig 58, the foremost Democrat 501 the 
hindmost Whig 52 the hindmost Democrat 44. 

The almost pioneer aspect of the social life is quite 

apparent. As has been stated, this period was clcse to 

the opening of this section of the State to white settlers, 

and cooperative activities were not only desirable but 

necessary. 

• • • • • 

M 14 Feb 1842· Clear and pleasant Commenced to 
make a raft to float out logs but the wind arose 
and we done nothing on it at night went to the 
debating school the qu1ry was Which was the moat 
useful to man the dog or the gun the gun gained. 

W 16 Feb 1842 Clear and pleasant continued to 
sow oats after dinner was floating out logs 
tolerable cold Went to the debating at night the 
question which is the greatest evil to men lying 
or love of money we had some tall speaking but 
we gained our point on lying had a severe head 
ache. 
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T 7 April 1842 Cloudy with some rain this morn 
went to the shop and had a plow pointed and I 
sharpened lscuter pointed after dinner have 
been planting cotton in the bottoms Nancy had a 
spinning today some rain. 

F 8 April 1842 Clear and pleasant Paid Mr Sessions 
7.50 for schooling. 

s 16 April 1842 Cloudy with some rain in the 
evening went to the debate tonight on the ques
tion whether it is expedient to enlighten the 
heathen I was for enlightening them but lost it 
we will have it over for I did ~ot feel like 
arguing much. 

S 23 April 1842 Clear and pleasant planted some 
cotton down in my grass lot then quit work and 
went to town and took a stay on judgement for 
thirty days met our debate 1n the evening on the 
temperance and lost the question went to town 
at night and debated on the expediency of being 
taxed to support the Bank and won. 

S 7 May 1842 Clear and pleasant been deadening 
trees went to the debate at the school house and 
agreed on the side of the white man that it was 
rite to get the Indians land the way we did but 
there was no discussion. 

S 22 May 1842 Inclined to be showery through the 
day I went and heard Mr Loughridge preach from 
Numbers there was also an address delivered by a 
Mr Cox the school teacher on temperance some 7 or 
8 members joined the pledge Text Numbers 23 c. 
19 verse. , 

S 19 Nov. 1842 Clear and cold went to Livingston 
to reg1inental muster and suffered a great deal 
from fatigue and hunger and cold There was about 
42 men on parade bought 1 pound of pepper from 
Houston. 

T 7 September 1843 Tolerable clear. started for 
the camp meeting above Wahalak Miss. in company 
with Hobson and Greenlee had a severe pain 1n 
my back but got to the camp ground before n1ght 
and rested well heard Mr Archibald say a few 
things tonight in regard to the manner in which 
we should feel on such occasions ve. 
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F 8 1843 Mr Archibald preached from 10th Ch. 
12 v of Hosea at 3 o'clock Kirkpatrick preached 
from 28 ch.apt ot Proverbs and 13 vs. Helm preached 
at night on Ecclesiastes 12 c. l v .• 

S 9 September 1843 Prayer meeting.at sunrise, 
& at nine o 1clcok at 11 Lyn preached on Acts 16 
c. 31 V 3 ocloek Kirkpatrick preached Jude 14, 
& 15 & lyn at night Proberbs 12 & 13 Vs • 

.. S 10 September 1843 Some little rain, at 9 Lyn 
preached from mathew llc & 2 va, Kirkpatrick at 
11 from Gal 3 C & Vs. 19, at 3 o 1elock Lyns from 
Daniel 12 c & 4 v and many shall run to and fro 
in the earth. At night Kirkpatrick from l Kings 
18 e 21 v. 

W 8 November 1843 Pleasant day went and asked 
some quilters to help Nancy quilt. The hands 
picking cotton. 

S 25 February 1844 Clear and pleasant went this 
morning to the .Academy and few P3 rsons who want 
to sing came, then to Dillard Paynes and heard 
Mr Busby preach from 55 Ch. 6 Verse Isaiah. 

~ ll June 1844 Cloudy with fine shower about 
dinner time I have been hunting Payne killed a 
fox squirrel. 

T 27 June 1844 some clouds about and a little rain 
today I went after some turkeys this morning & 
killed two. 

T 4 July 1844 Tolerable clear, very dry and wann 
Been making a pare of shoes for myself. A quantity 
of persons passing on·to the Barbacue. 

M 8 July 1844 I bought l oz of quinine from 
Jones & paid him $3.50 in specie then I went to 
Livingston to the jol1ficat1on Dinner Heard Womac 
deliver a speach on political questions which I 
though to be pretty good. 

s 14 July 1844 Tolerable clear and warm Mr Porter 
Preached from 8 eh of Luke and 18 v take heed 
how ye hear come on home & in evening there was 
another sermon at my house from 119 Ps & 140 

F 2 August Tolerable clear This is the day of the 
Democratick Dinner in Gainesville. 
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M 5 August 1844 Clear and tolerable warm I went 
in company with Mr Porter to the Academy and there 
met several of the members ot the church and we 
raised several resolutions concerning procuring 
a church There was given in today 110 votes the 
foremost Whig 58• the foremost DE3mocrat 50, the 
hindm.ost Whig 52 the hindmost Democrat 44. 

T 6 August 1844 Clear and warm Went to Payneville 
to look for my handkerchief went over to Mothers 
1n the evening and heard from the election the 
Democrats are ahead by 7 votes. 

T 8 August 1844 Clear and warm I have been reading 
a sketch on some of the Acts of James K Poke he 
is my man for President. 

S l September 1844 Clear and tolerable warm I 
went this day to preaching and heard Mr Clemons 
tram 8 ch and 20 vs of Jer.m1ah and was well pleased 
with his discourse they called for members to 
join the church on trial and their was some 3 
persons anxious about their souls 2 out of the 3 
joined for 6 months. 

T 24 October 1844 Clear and pleasant left Jno 
McLendons for Gainesville g9t t,here tolerable 
early and Synod was organized and proceeded to 
business there being present several ministers & 
elders Mr Kirkpatrick preached from 11 psalm and 3 
verse about the foundations being destroyed about 
the demoralizing influence of falling from grace 
My home was at Mr William Lewis's 

S 26 October 1844 Tolerable clear and pleasant we 
have been at our judicial business until 11 P. M. 
then the Rev R Nall preached on subject of sending 
the gospel to the heathen I think the text was in 
Jeremiah & he gave an account of the small amount 
that persons had given for the foreign Missionaries. 

S 27 October 1844 3 o'clock brother Mcmullen 
preached 7e will not come into me that you will 
have life at night Bro Nall his text l Sam 5 
ch 24 vs some mens sins go before them to judgment 
& others follow after the first position he took 
was from reason to prove the fact that man was 
not rewarded according to their deeds 1n this 
life He stated that for example the man that 
swears for the first time he is chastened by his 
conscence and afterwards he can sware & feel no 
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remorse and further he advanced the idea that our 
influence followed us into hell or heaven in his 
discourse relating to mens sins before judgement 
he spoke of a steam boat captain who said he would 
beat or sink her in hell, so directly she blew up 
and the captain was one of the first that died 
and the captains son followed. 

M 28 Tolerable clear We commenced our synodocal 
business and got through tonight late. 

M 4 November 1844 Clear tolerable I went to 
Livingston as juryman the case of Winter Payne 
came up before us for carrying concealed weapon 
and was tined 50 dollars and many other cases came 
before us for fighting which was fined 1 poor 
fellow was fined by jury no. 2 for trading with 
negros and was imprisoned tonight. 

M 11 November 1844 Cloudy with the appearance of 
rain and at night rain I went to Payneville & was 
a manager of the Presidential election the Whigs 
got 57 votes the Democrats 42 We commenced to 
haul corn over the creek. 

4'·14 November 1844 Cleared off this morning and 
has been pretty day I helped to haul corn until I 
started to Jane Greenlees wedding she was married 
a lit~le after two o 1clock & we had dinner I came 
home and at ..night went to .t:1ayneville and there was 
a debating soc1.ety organized & the question for 
next Thursday night was agreed upon Which was the 
protective tariff. 

M 9 December 1844 Clear and Cool we have been 
killing hogs I killed for myself 926 and for Mother 
592 pounds I killed for Ransome Payne 854 at 
4¢ per pound making 34 •• 16. 

F 13 December 1844 Clear and quite pleasant Myself 
and wife and child went to Eli Seale's 1ntair and 
there was a nice little gathering the folks. are 
pciking eotto~. 

W 19 February 1845 Clear and pleasant we are 
rolling logs :Made a fine days work and no one 
hurt. 

s 15 March 1845 Tolerable clear and cool I went 
to the Battallion Muster the high water is falling 
some Several persons was in company. 
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S 4 May 1846 Cloudy and warm I stayed at home all 
day I have been reading different Books I read 
from. news papers how to get a fish hook out or 
any persons throat to drill a hole through a bul
let and put it on the line & let it ·get down to 
the hook and then take a reed & slip down the line 
and bear the Bull et on the point of the hook & 
pull all out together safe and sound Fine season 
tonight 

M 14 July 1845 Some cloudy I went to Livingston 
to count at night went with Joseph Greenles & 
stayed all night there was a great many persons in 
Livingston today I seed the Masons walk vc. 

S 26 July 1845 Clear and quite warm. I went to 
Payneville & heard Winter Pa~e speak I thought 
he done tolerabie we11. 

S 5 April 1846 Cloudy some Came on to preaching 
and heard Mr Moody from Romans 8 c and 1 v There 
was also singing and tolerable good musick. 

S 23 May 1846 Cloudy and pleasant day through 
out I went to -Livingston and there was a con
siderable excitement and volunteers turned out 
to go to Mexico. 

S 30 May 1846 Clear and very warm. We had a pretty 
muster in Payneville today. 

S 13 June 1846 Cloudy and fine rain today I went 
to Payneville to sit on a Court Martial My wife 
& me went to James Boys to see Dr Jones child 
and stayed all night the child had spasms when 
we went. 

S 14 Clear and cooler I went on to Doctor Jones 
wl th his little dead child 'it died this morning at 
½ past 7 I suffe.red for sleep today. 

F 26 June 1846 Clear and warmer I went to Livings• 
ton to make annual Settlement w:t th the court as 
guardian & paid out 13 dollars and some cents I 
got land deed fromthe sheriff & paid 2.00 & I 
paid 325 for the land also then I went to Houstons 
and bought severalthings to the amount of 26 dollars 
and some cents I got white dress for Mary Hinchey 
525 2 yds White ribbon 50 3 yds edging 15 & spool 
of thread 6 all making 5.95. 
Got sister .Margaret 1 white dress 550 l½ yds bleached 
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domestic 15 2 yds ribbon 50 l spool thread 5 l 
pare shoes 1.00 all making 7.20 out of the above 
I owe Margaret 2.46. 
I got Sister Martha lt yds or corded muslin at 75¢ 
and one parasol 1.50 I now owe her 125.· 
I got Sarah Spradley l white dress at $3.60 & l½ 
yds of b+eached domestic 18 3/4¢ one spool or 
thread 5¢ one pare of shoes 1.00 3 yds of edging 
15 making 1n all 4.87½ 

I got Harriet Payne 8 yds calico l.60 one pare of 
shoes 1.00 l pare of gloves 37¢ l spool of thread 
5¢ making 3 dollars I owe her for her work yet 
2 •• oo 
I got 12 yds of domestice for Nancy 150 & 2 yds 
of edging 10¢ and one pare or· breeches 1.12½. 
Now I get James Ash license to get married from 
the Clerk. 

M 29 June 1846 Clear and very warm. In the even
ing went and asked the hands to James Ash's wedding. 

T 2 July 1846 Clear and warm all hands idle as 
far as the farm is concerned James Ash wedding is 
on hand I sent little Sallie & Elizabeth to Jno 
C Gillespies & got them some shoes There was 
about 80 persons turned out to see James Ash 
married at 4 o'clock all broke up about night 
very prettily. 

F 3 July 1846 Clear and warm Went to the Barbacue 
down at Shilow & there was considerable persons 
out today they had tolerable good fare._ 

S 17 July 1846 Tole~able clear I went this morning 
to work at the Academy to fix some seats and 
make an arbour. 

S 18 Clear and very cold for the tin:e of year Our 
protracted meeting began today Mr. Emmerson 
preached a tolerable turnout I got 105 pounds of 
bacon from D Boyd at 11¢ per pound. 

M 3 August 1846 Cloudy After dinner went to the 
Election Monasco got 12 Gary got 25 Patton got 
15 Hopkins got 62 votes no fuss. Great quantity 
of liquor drunk & heap of nonsense. 

S 16 January 1847 Cloudy in the morning and warm 
about 10 o'clock turned cold and rainy I went to 
Payneville to a eorcus meeting of the Dem.o.orats 
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Jno Greenlees and myself was elected delegates to 
go to the County convention at Livingston. 

S 11 July 1847 Cloudy and showery went to church 
and heard Rev. I. Haddon from 26 ch. 5-6-7 verses 
of Leviticus on the evils of the present war he 
has been directed by the General Assembly to preach 
on that subject quite interesting to several of 
the hearers. 

T 22 July 1847 Tolerable clear and quite warm I 
went to see James Cambell about some of his conduct 
with Jno Greenlee Borrowed some salt from R.R. 
Moore came home and found sister Margaret quite 
sick. 

M 2 July 1847 Clear and warm after dinner I went 
to the election and there was about 120 votes 
given in the Whig candidate got the highest vote. 
Considerable fuss this evening in town. 

T 3 Clear and very warm we heard from the election 
and our Senator & our Representatives were all 
elected. 

W 29 September 1847 Tolerable clear I went to 
the debating society at Payneville and we de
bated which was the best policy the cash or credit 
system the cash lost. 

W 13 October 1847 Cloudy this morning but cleared 
off through the day and tolerable cool I went to 
the debate tonight the question was which is the 
happiest man, the enlightened or the Savage. The 
Savage gained we have at this date 15000 pounds 
of cotton. 

S 6 November 1847 Cloudy in the morning I have 
been helping Mr Axton to put up his house. 

S 14 November 1847 Some cloudy and cooler I went 
and heard Mr Haddon preach from Eph. 4c 1, vs I paid 
Mr Haddon my last years subscription $10 dollars 
in silver. 

S 20 November 1847 Clear and verry large killing 
frost I went to town and we had a meeting about 
building a church and there was 250 dollars sub
scribed 50 dollars to the building. 
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M 29 November 1847 Clear and tolerable pleasant 
Went to the debate up in Mississippi Lafayette & 
Washington., to whom do the Americans owe most 
gratitude Lafayette gained. 

S 23 January 1848 Clear and pleasant I have been 
nocking about all day Nancy is not at home No 
preaching no prayr meeting We are in a bad fix in 
this neighborhood. 

T 10 February 1841 Some Cloudy I am raising '!f.'13' 
gin house today I just got the plates up and no 
more I sent for 1 gallon of whiskey 1n the morning 
½ gallon in the afternoon. 

F ll February 1848 Cloudy with a little shower. 
I have been fitting down my plates and putting on 
my raftus. I sent Jim to town & bought l gallon 
of whiskey and got up my, rafters at sun down. 

S 13 February 1848 Clear and quite pleasant I 
went and heard Mr Adams preach from Rom. 140. 
15v. at 3 o'clock to the negros from Acts Believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved. 
S 30 April 1848 Rainy this moming We went to 
preaching and heard Mr Caloway and Mr Haddon was 
present We received negro Nathan today into our 
church. Paid Mr I. Haddons 5 dollars in cash. 

S 28 May 1848 Tolerable until evening then a 
little shower I heard Mr Haddon preach on the 
subject of Foreign Missions & took up a collection 
& got 7.70 1n cash and 4 dollars subscribed in 
the evening sabbath school. 

M 19 June 1848 Cloudy and a little rain I have 
been raising my screw (gin) this day & I had fine 
help and friendship abundant & got my screw up Nv 
whiskey drank today by us. So much for the Sons 
of Temperance. 

T 18 July 1848 Some cloudy and some clear I and 
Nancy went to the quilting at I. Shells. 

F 26 December 1848 Cloudy. Nothing doing but 
taking Christmas. 

W 27 Christmas stop today to pack cotton. We 
eat a goose and commenced keeping Cbristmans 
again. 

{First mention of Christmas found in all these years) 
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F 29 December 1848 Rainy pretty nigh all day I 
and Mother came from Jno Gillespies in the evening 
In the evening I went to Clarks to see if I could 
swap Henry for old Sam to live with Mother no 
trade Hands taking Christmas. 

F 26 January 1849 Tolerable clear day I went and 
helped Jim Boyd raise his smoke house. 

W 4 July 1849 Tolerable nice day we are sweeping 
over• the creek and hoeing A good many going on to 
the dinner. 

F 3 August 1849 Tolerable cl.ear I went and heard 
Mr McDaniel preach at Payneville it is the day the 
Chief Executive appointed for a fast day and 
people have been sorter observing it 1n their 
usual way. My folks are doing nothing for me 
but necking about from thing to thing 

M 20 August 1849 Tolerable clear and dry and warm 
I went to the Ecademy & we had a meeting about 
our church matters and got some money for I. 
Haddon I tried the strength of our church to see 
how much we could make up and we cam make about 
170 dollars for a man 1/3 of his time I have paid 
old Brother Haddon in all fer his 14 months 
preaching $18.50 

T 25 December 1849 Cool and some cloudy I have 
been asking some quilters_Bought 10 yds of quilt 
lining from Gilespie at 6t,! had a chill tonight. 

W 26 Sent to Wiggins and got $1.00 of sugar. 

T 27 1849 Pleasant nice day we had a fine compan7 
with us today 120 persons in all. 

Period o~ Moat Extensive 
Contacts:· 1850-1855 

Still using the four fundamental institutions as a 

frame of reference the activities of these years concern 

the out-group. As these were the years during which John 

Knox Elliott sought a wife, it is natural that much running 

around should have been done. ~his was necessary in his 
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thinking, since his broken family ties must be remedied 

at all costs, and he must look over the whole field of 

possibilities with a view to making the best adjustment 

under the circumstances. The ages of the children, and 

their participation in the traditional School activities, 

gives opportunity for the extension or the family con

tacts. His own personal feeling of need for more training 

makes him willing to sit by the side of the children, in 

the arithmetic and writing school which they attend together, 

and the singing school is a co-operative neighborhood 

activity that makes him continue his search. Weddings are 

discussed and with his own sisters get married, he buying 

the clothes for them. He spends little time in his own 

home and makes very little mention of his crops. He is 

interested in other matters. This is only natural, since 

he had an eye singled on the objective of marriage, and 

all other interests faded into the background. 

M 5 August 1850 some clouds about I went to the 
election and voted for Williams as Clerk Payneville 
is a very \Ulpleasant place. 

F 20 September 1850 Clear and warm I and Cousin 
Knox have been nocking a bout the neighborhood 
seeing if there could be a school made up Sent 
money to Philadelphia to pay for the newspaper 
Presbyterian. 

F 5 December 1850 Cloudy and cold I went to Mathew 
Boyda tonight to a gatherine of the youngsters. 
(his wife died August 1850.) 

S 28 December 1850 Clear and Pleasant we are doing 
nothing worth while but giving holiday and a good 
deal of company and so on. 
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S 22 February 1851 Cloudy and warm I went to 
School to study the arithmetic My folks are 
halling manure. 

F 14 March 1851 Cloudy and smoky I took the 
following peace out of an almanac Great age we 
live in People dont laugh now days, they indulge 
in merriment They dont walk, they Prominade, they 
never eat any food, they masticate it, Nobody 
has a tooth pulled, it is extracted, No one has 
his feelings hurt, they are lacerated, Young men 
do not go courting the girls they pay the young 
ladies attention, it is vulgar to visit any one, 
you must only make a call, of course you would 
not think of going to bed you would retire to 
rest, nor would you build a house, you would 
erect it. 
There 
is 
but 
only 
one 
and 
I 
am 
only 
he 

she 
only 
are 
you 
and 
one 
only 
but 
loves 
that 

Requite 
me 
for 
the 
same 
and 
say 
you 
unto 
me 

he 
only 
are 
you 
and 
one 
only 
but 
love 
I 

Read down and up down and up Little rain. 

S 23 March 1851 Clear and cool I went to the 
Academy expecting a Methodist Brother to Preach 
but failed in attendance my kitchen liked to be 
burnt. 

T 1 April 1851 Tolerable clear I went to the 
school house by 10 o'clock and was appointed one 
of the Trustees of the school with others. 

T 8 May 1851 Cloudy we are fixing about for sister 
Marthas wedding then was fine assemblage of young 
persons say in all over 100 & she was married 
about 5 o'clock in the evening and everything 
went on harmoneously until about 11 o'clock when 
the assembly broke up. 

F 9 May 1851 Tolerable nice day Sister Martha 
fixed off wetty soon and left for her Mother-in 
laws. I have felt very dull. 
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S 11 May 1851 Clear and nice day I went and heard 
Jno Massengale sing at night I went out with the 
expectation of hearing Shower preach but a disap
pointment. 

T 29 May 1851 Some cloudy I went to town and 
bought from Jones 3 yds of Riband for Virginia to 
go to.the examination. 

F 30 Clear and warm I went to the examination to
day and there was fine turn out and good feeling 
and at night Exhibition performed. 

W ll June 1851 Clear and warm I went to town in 
order to receive the Church as one of the Trustees 
the house was received without any Difficulty & 
I paid in cash for Mothers subscription 25 dollars 
& 50 dollars in cash for my ow.n subscription. 

F 20 June 1851 Tolerable pleasant I went to the 
sing with the expectation of musick but no teacher 
then went to the fish fry on Ponty {creek) and 
there-was about 100 persons in attendance. 

M 30 June 1851 Cloudy this morning I went and 
heard Mr Boggs preach a verry fine sermon and re
proved some persons for sitting with their feet 
over the bench. 

F 4 July 1851 Clear and warm I went to Payne
ville to the Publick Dinner there was several 
per~ons in attendance and a very good dinner my 
folks had holiday. 

M 7 July 1851 Clear and hot I went to Payne
ville to the Publick Speaking and heard the candi
dates speak I let Johns Knox have 25 cts to buy 
watermelons •-s, 

S 13 July 1851 Importantly dry weather so as to 
make people feel their Dep·endence on God the Giver 
of All Good I went to the singing society and we 
had fine order and I think the young persons are 
learning verry fast Crops look poorly 

T 15 July 1851 Clear & hot I went to preaching 
& heard Mr Boyd from Mat God is a Spirit and they 
that worship him must worship in Spirit and in 
truth came on to Town and Bought from Hall and 
Jones 3 yds for pants 55 = 165 8 yds calico 11¢ 
88 1 Beaver hat at 425 to be a credit until 1863. 
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I bought from the Fedler 3 yds cotton jeans at 65 
paid the cash I have been asking hands to sew at 
my sewing Thursday. 

W 16 July 1851 Clear and hot I have been at home 
pretty nigh all day Miss Mary Shell and sister 
Margaret have been cooking some for me for the 
sewing. 

T 17 July 1851 Clear and hot there was a fine 
gathering of ladies 33 & several men & children 
lots and all hands seemed to enjoy themselves 
pretty well and broke up in good order I sent to 
Town and got from Jones one bolt of ozneburgh and 
some white flax thread and some fine thread and 
some needles etc. 

S 9 August 1851 'rolerable clear I went Patroling 
tonight shower of rain tonight I received all the 
money I had advanced on the Sunday School Books 
except 25 cent;s. 

M 11.August 1851 Some cloudy I am rather unwell 
I have ·been at Mr Vlilders until after dinner then 
we went to town and stayed and played marbles a 
while. 

S 17 August 1851 Cloudy and some rain I went with 
John Brethwit to singing in Mississippi came home 
in the evening. 

T 21 August 1851 Fine rain today I started my 
children to school today. 

F 22 I went to singing the boys in Fayneville were 
running Races and Bragging I went Patrolling tonight. 

W 10 September 185i Cloudy and warm I went to 
the Prairie to look at my crop and found'much of 
my cotton open We had a debate at my house. 

S 14 September 1851 Clear and quite warm I went 
to Preaching and heard Brother Calaway preach on 
tba Missionary Subject and got in subscription 87 
dollars at night tolerable good meeting. 

F 19 September 1851 Cloudy and cool I and Dabney 
and Greenlees and Haddon had a chat about our church 
matters but did not fix matters to our satisfaction 
Mr Haddon wanted pay for 18 months when he had 
stopped preaching 19 January 1851 at 15 months. 

f 
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T 23 September 1as1 Clear and warm I and Mr John 
Greenlees & John Silliman started to Presbytery 
and stayed all night at Mr McCowens. 

T 26 Clear and nice day we came down to Concord 
Church were Presbytery assembled at 11 o'clock 
Business went on ha.r:moneously. 

F 26 September 1851 Nice day Our case came up in 
Presbytery and Brother Haddon claimed 18 months 
and the Presbytery gave him that amount of time 
and we the Elders agreed to pay him by the first 
ot January. 

F 24 October 1851 Clear and nice day I went to 
hunt my hogs and came by Mr William Greenlees and 
stopped with the girls. 

S 26 October 1851 Little rain went to Baptist 
Meeting house to church came on to Mr Shells and 
got supper and sung with Miss Shell and Miss 
Farrer a while and came home behold the land of' 
God was the text. 

T 30 October 1851 Clear and nice day I went to 
Sumterville and bought from Halcom and Thomas 4 
pr shears at 1 dollar per pr and one pr at 90 
cts one gold pin 225 2 pare Beeds 20 cts 2 blankets 
at 3 •• oo from Greer and Brown 1 gold ring $1.50 
I paid 50 cts toward buying a large hymn book for 
the church. 

T 11 November 1851 Tolerable nice day Mr John 
Greenlees was at Knoxs and we had a long chat 
about getting married. 

M 24 November 1851 Clear and cold Frost a heap 
I went to Sister Margarets quilting and enjoyed 
myself first rate. 

F 26 December 1851 Cloudy and pleasant My sisters 
was all with me for dinner went to Jno Greenlees 
and had a shooting frolic with the boys. 

S 26 June 1852 Clear and pleasant we have been 
thrashing wheat I sent 15 dollars to the Lodge and 
my petitition to see i.f I can be Accepted in the 
Lodge of true masons. 

M 2 August 1852 Clear and warm I went to preaching 
and heard Silliman from Ephesians 4 c 30 v there 
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was enquiring meeting and there was some presented 
themselves to converse with the minister And 
grieve not the holy spirit vs Brother Goggs text 
tonight was in Prov. the way of the Trangressor 
is hard and a fine sermon it was he mentioned some 
of the obstacles in the way of the sinner down 
to hell the first was the Bible then the Living 
Ministry & c and observed that hell was banistered 
in order to keep sinners from there but they would 
surmount them al 1 and go headlong down to Perdi
tion there was several Mourners tonight. 

T 3 August 1852 Some cloudy I went to Jno Green
lees had my dinner there then came down to John 
Sillimans and met with Preacher Sillimand and 
we organized the Session 1n order to commence 
process against some one of our members for un
christian conduct there is some little sickness 
in the neighborhood. 

W 4 1852 Clear & some cooler I went to church 
tonight and at the winding up I made a motion to 
take up a collection for the Brethren that have 
been serving us for several days and we got for 
them 13 dollars in silver and handed it over to 
Perry Silliman I hope that the meeting on the 
whole has done good. 

T 10 August 1852 Cloudy with some rain I have been 
to Robt Liddle writing school. 

F 13 Clear and cool I have been at the writing 
school there have been some more sehollars today 
there has been some Bragging with those Boys 
coming in bantering the s chollars. 

T 24 August 1852 Cloudy with a little shower 
went down to Old Mr Boyds to site him to trial be
fore the church. 

W 25 August 1862 Cloudy and like to rain I went 
to the letting out of the Rail Road and there was 
a fine turn out of people. 

W l September 1852 Clear and hot I have been at 
the writing school and I was staying ab out the 
church old Mr Boyd was cited to attend here to
day but fat led I helped old Mr Burton put up 
some heavy logs up on.his grainary then remained 
in writing school until evening. 
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F 10 September 1852 Tolerable warm I and James 
Boyd started with the view of getting up some 
money for Brother Haddons estate I stopped 
at Payneville and I treated 3 young ladies on 
some Cordial fr~ John Handly came on home before 
night. 

W 15 September 1852 Clear and tolerable warm I 
went to Payneville and Bill and Jet Boyd nocked up 
a fight the start of it was some how thus there 
was several of us talking about Dogs and sheep 
Killing Dogs that bight and among the rest of all 
the mean Dogs spoken of was Jasper Bills Little 
fool fist Dog Bill observed that his Dog would not 
notice Doct Jones and attempt to bight him and 
Esqr George observed if the Dog was to bight Doct 
Jones he would kill him. and whip Bill in,the bargain 
all in fun as I though Bill seemed to get rather 
enraged and said that it had been often said in 
Payneville about him getting whipped but he swore 
that that could not be done for he would not stay 
whipped Jet Boyd setting some 14 feet from Bill 
on the steps said that he need not say that he could 
not be whipped for said he there are plenty of 
men that could do it then Bill made a ruff remark 
to Esq,George and said that Jeff George I can whip 
you and don't ask you any fora Esq George arose 
and said to bill there was no use in talking that 
way Jet Boyd about this'time arose from the steps 
and told Esq George to whip the triffling Puppy 
then Bill made some remark to Boyd and said he 
did not ask him any odds and Jet said he did not 
ask Bill any odds and took him by the collar and 
cravat and Bill struck back rather at Boyds face 
though not so powerful as be might have done and 
from that the figllt ensured both willingly as I 
thought for some ½ minute when Bill hollowed and 
Boyd was pulled away and so ends the fight. 

T 30 December 1852 We RR Moore and AM Moore do 
mutually agree as brothers to abstain from the 
use of intoxicating liquors under no less penalty 
than 100 dollars to be paid by the one to the 
other who violates this pledge. 

John K Elliott A. M. Moore 
RR Moore 

T 30 December 1852 Pleasant and nice day I had my 
quilting and there was a fine gathering of people 
Present say 150 and everything moved on haromn1ously 
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send in the day and got l gallon of Brandy from 
Handly. 
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T 25 January 1853 Clear and nice day I came home 
after being fox hunting over at Hugh Boyda. 

T 3 February 1853 Warm and some cloudy I have 
been receiving from Miss Louisa C Wilder in Boot 
between horses 25 dollars some in cash and some 
in schooling. 

S 12 March 1853 Cloudy and Pleasant I went to 
James M Boyda to a gin raising the water is verry 
high. 

W 20 April 1853 Clear and pleasant I had some of 
my neighbors to see me today and dine with me. 

S 24 April 1853 Clear and nice day I went to 
prayer meeting at Mr Spences and there was a good 
turn out. 

S 18 June 1853 Clear and hot wind from the 
north I rode up 1n Town with Jim Boyd in Jet 
Boyd carriage then came home before dinner in the 
evening went to the cutting of the Bee Tree at 
S Clarys. 

Fl July 1853 Some small clouds about I went to 
the Rail Road and am to let Greenlees have my two 
boys at 18 dollars ~r month I came back to Mr 
Hobsons to the quilting and enjoyed myself verry 
Pleasantly until time to come home. 

M 4 July 1853 Nice day and about dinner time came 
a shower to our advantage my horse ran against 
the rack and broke his skull My negros had a dinner 

W 20 July 1853 Nice day we had a fine-lot of 
young ladies and got out quilts both out and had 
a little fun and broke up in d:ue time and all 
over and no persons feelings hurt as I know of. 

W 24 August 1853 Tolerable clear I went to school 
and have been studying arithmetic and there are 
about 25 scholars. 

F 26 Clear and warm I went to school and have been 
about my usual studies. 
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S 1 September 1853 Clear and warm I have been at 
Preaching and there was tolerable good feeling and 
especially tonight when sister Martha professed to 
have religion and several others serious. 

T 13 September 1853 Cloudy I went and helped under 
pin the church and then bought from Rivers & Boyd 
some crockery to the amount or 5 •• oo 
W 21 September 1853 Clear and more cooler I went to 
Preaching and heard Brother Stillman from Hosea 10 C 
& 12 Vs Sow to yourselves in righteousness reap in 
Mercy & cat nigb.t 1 Tim 1 chapter 16 verse and our 
meeting closed and I felt sorrowful at the breaking 
up there was several serious persons and I do not 
know how they may turn out. 

S 24 September 1853 Clear and cool I went up to Mr 
Wilders and collected 5 •• oo for the Boards of the 
Presbyterian Church came home and went to Town and 
Bought from Rivers 1 coat at 20 dollars and one pare 
of Gloves at 37 cts 1 linnen hankchief 63 and some 
soap 25¢ 

M 24 October 1853 Clear and some cooler I came home 
and got a clean shirt and went in company with Mac 
Moore to the meeting at Narketer and stayed with .Mr 
Doty and got acquainted with Miss Milissa Doty a very 
good young lady There was some 4 preachers stayed 
all night. 

F 16 December 1853 Cloudy wind from North Came to 
town and we had a Debate which the greatest influence 
money or women there was fine lot of women at the 
Discussion tonight Rivers & I lost the Subject 

M 28 December 1853 Tolerable nice day I went to 
Greenlees to nog drinking. 

S 31 December 1855 The undersigned agrees to ab
stain from liquor & tobacco without they are sick or 
wants it_ 

John K Elliott 
Daniel A Clary 

S 26 .March 1854 Clear and nice day I went to Oxford 
to preaching and heard the Book agent preach a verry 
good s er:mon 

S 26 March 1854 Clear and nice day I went to Oxford 
to i:r eaching and heard the Book agent preach a verry 
good sermon 
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T 31 August 1854 Clear and tolerable hot I went to 
Ed Holson Wedding tonight there was good supper & 
good order. 

The Effect of the War Period: 1855-1865 

Mr. Elliott did not go to the v,ar which was the out

standing historical event of this period. He was not physi

cally fit, nor was he morally or mentally in sympathy with 

it. The institution of slavery had no appeal for him, and 

he records advising his neighbors not to go. For example: 

M' 29 April 1861 Clear in the morning but clouded 
up and Rained at night Brother Bingham called in 
to see us and took supper & spoke of going with the 
Army I advised him not to go 

This period, as in the first, seems to be characterized by 

religious and cooperative social activities. The absence 

of so many people at the war makes him lonesome. For 

example: 

S 4 May 1862 Heard Brother Silliman preach ••• very 
few persons out tod.ay A Lonesome time in this neigh
borhood so many persons gone to the war. 

The fact that very few persons passed by depressed him 

greatly. 

S 24 May 1862 Heavy rain early in the morning I 
went up tQ T Rhynes & heard that our forces were 
fighting near Corrinth heard that there was Bom
bardment going on at Vicks Burgh No one passing 
scarcely. 

However., his sorrow at the tragic happenings around him 

is buried under the economic difficulties in which he finds 

himself'. 
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T 10 October 1861 Tolerable clear we are picking 
peas, my wife a little poorly the children going to 
school to Mrs Kennard there is a good deal of sick
ness 1n the County chills Scarceity of meat and War 
News until you are tired looking il ll· 

He is not very enthusiastic about contributing anything to 

the Confederacy but does so, as the War section indicates. 

His attitude is till t of a man having a grievance for per

sonal wrong and ill-deserved treatment. 

T 18 January 1855 Clear and nice day_ they have a 
concert and review 1n muaiok. 

M 3 September 1855 Very warm day the Sumterville 
Lodge met at brother Greenlees and buryed him in 
Masonic style & we eat dinner and broke up. 

S 4 August 1860 Clear and wann I and Dick went to 
help Robert Boyd put new posts under his gin house 
there was a pedler stayed with us tonight he had 
sewing machines. 

S l September 1860 Nice day more warm we are sawing 
away on our heavy stock and finished it this evening 
I went to the Church and commenced a sewing society. 

M 8 October 1860 Nice day 2 Colporteurs called on 
us and we bought some books 4.60. 

• • • • • 
S 21 October 1860 ••• Brother Bingham preached from 
Ecclesiastes 8 c 8 vis no discharge in that man 

F 28 December 1860 ••• People is stirring about Christ
mas times. 

S 29 December 1860 ••• My Negroes is still taking Christ
mas. 

S 19 January 1861 Tolerable nice day I and Rhyne 
roder over to David Burtons to see about employing 
Mrs Eleby to teach for us agreed to give her 200 
dollars & if she should make over 220 dollars for 
5 months she is to pay back 20 dollars & the rest 
is her own. 
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T 26 February 1861 Cloudy I went over to town to 
see Mac Moore and went up in the loft and had my 
picture taken just for anusement by Ed Simmons & 
had sister Margarets taken. 

S 31 March 1861 I have been in doors pretty nigh 
all day reading the news in good religious news
papers. 

F 19 April 1861 ••• Went to town a few minutes Fort 
Sumter was taken last Firday. 

M 29 April 1861 Clear in the morning but clouded up 
and Rained at night Brother Bingham called in to see 
us and took supper & spoke of going with the Army I 
advised him not to go. 

W l May 1861' Went to town to see about electing of
ficers of the home gard company. 

T 28 May 1861 My wife had a quilting 

T 10 October 1861 Tolerable clear we are picking peas, 
my wife a little poorly the children are going to 
school to Mrs Kennard there is a good deal of sick
ness in the County chills Ss.rceity of meat and War News 
until you are tired lookin3 !i, ll• 
W 6 November 1861 ••• I went to the Presidential Elec
tion & the people voted for Jet Davis. 

M 2 December 1862 ••• I let Doc Kennard have 60 dollar 
B1ll which he is to get changed and take out ot it 
to send to New Orleans for sugar Six Dollars 80/100 
in the evening Mac Moore came over to get some 16 
Dollars out of same Bill will pay him up what I owe 
him on the meat he bou.ght me 1n Memphis in April 

F 21 February 1862 We hear that there has been 10 
thousand men taken prisoner of theres and 30 thousand 
or ours time will prove the thing 

S 4 April 1862 ••• A Lone some time in this neighborhood 
so many-persons gone to the wars 

S 13 September 1862 Tolerable clear and warm the Chil
dren went to take a lesson on the piana with Mrs Ken
nard. 
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S 30 November 1862 Nice day I and Rock (Roxana) went 
to Oxford and heard Brother Bingham preach from 5 ch.apt 
of' Ctal on Christian Zeal he paid me 2 dollars that I 
had over paid him when I settled with (him) just be
fore the meeting of the Last Presbytery I settled up 
with him for preaching until the first of April last. 

S 10 May 1863 Clear Beautiful day we are at home no 
preaching our pastor is afflicted as a scourge on our 
church. 

T 9 July 1863 Tolerable pleasant we went to Examina
tion of Miss Nancy Ferrel 

M 20 I went over to 'bm. there was several persons met 
there they sent off and got a little Brandy was soci
able. 

W 2 September 1863 Clear and cool in the shade my 
Daughters are studying and reviewing Lattin & e. 

M 19 October 1863 Nice day tolerable cool I & my 
wife Melancthon and little Anna & Negro Jim started 
to Tuscaloosa to attend the Synod We camped out a 
mile this side of Eutaw and lay in the wagon 

W 21 Cloudy and warm Synod convened perry Silliman 
preached the sermon there was comparatively small at
tendance. 

F 23 Rainy still attending Synod little business. 

S 24 Cloudy & cool I got leave of absence and after 
3 o 1clock came on to uncle David Elliots & found him 
poorly. 

M 26 Started home came to Benjamin Hal ls & stayed all 
night. 

T 27 October 1863 Cloudy and warm we came home by 
Dinner and found all well Thank the Lord. 

19-27- Oct. 1863 at Synod in 1ilscaloosa. 

s 19 March 1865 Warm day some of us went to church & 
therewas good congregation Some of us went 1n the even
ing to Sabbath School Back of the field. 

S 27 May 1865 Nice day we went to the Pick Nick at 
Dan Paynes old place. 
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S 8 July 1865 Verry warm we went to a dinner at Payne
ville given to the returned Souldiers there was some 
200 people there Dust and Crust Pretty galls and musk. 

Social Implications of the Illustrative Data 

As stated, this chapter deals with those efforts of the indi

vidual either voluntary or involuntary to satisfy his basic 

wishes, which when taken in the mass result in patterns of 

behavior we term institutions. Frederick E. Lumley says: 

Each individual is what he is socially# largely 
because of his cultural milieu. The customs, the 
usages, the ways of doing things and of not doing 
them, the material goods employed, the culturally 
determined associe.tes, the Social organizations, 
the Social institutions, the religious, the truths 
and falsehoods., the philosophies, these are the 
thin!s that make human beings, and unmake them, 
too. 

In the organization of the section around four cate

gories of institutional behavior--religious, educational., 

political, and social--there should be kept in mind the 

relationship between these and the four fundamental \Vishes 

of human nature, the desire for new exr.e rience., security, 

response and recognition. 

The reeling of need for security underlies the religi

ous experience of mankind. Surely John Knox Elliott felt 

it keenly and his efforts, however mistaken and ill judged 

at working out his own salvation., were bent in the direc

tion of satisfying this fundamental necessity. It is not 

1. Lumley, Frederick E., Principles of Sociolos1, McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc • ., New York and London.,935, 
p. 344. 
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easy to delimit the relationship between the desires for 

new experience, response and recognition, and the educa

tional, political and social activities that take place 

in human society. The interpenetration of these makes 

the line of separation vague, as, for example, the in

stitutions centering around the need for education may 

be the result of the desire for new ex:tf) rience and an 

accompanying response and final recognition or status 

in the group. The political activities may have as their 

motivating force the urge for recognition, with the final 

objective of new experience. And Social institutions 

may have their origins in the wish for response, but the 

outgrowth may be one of new ex:re rience or status. With 

John Knox Elliott, the wish for security, both religious 

and economic, so largely dominated his behavior patterns 

during his whole life-span as given in the diaries, 

that it would be impossible to set apart any other moti

vating Social forces. All that he did, all tmt he said, 

were the results of his conscious or unconscious desire 

to obtain security both here and hereafter. 

Thus it will be seen that "each individual is ,what 

he is largely because ot his cultural m111eu ••• whieh may 
l 

both make and unmake him., too.•• 

1. Ibid. 
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PERSONALITY 

The Peculiar Importance or the Individual 
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Professor Howard w. Odum says Qthe individual is 

of peculiar importance 1n the whole scheme of social 

study, not only because he represents the objective ot 

society, and is an index to the promotion or the good 

life by the good society, but also because in him. will 

be found the key to the understanding of society and 
1 

its problem.a. 

This being true let us look more closely at the 

individual. Man comes into the world the out-put of 

original nature. He is the unorganized, uncrystalized 

mass of reflexes, instincts and capacities, which his 

biological units have determined. He is then played 

upon by all the different forces of the physical and 

social environments in the midst of which he fmds him

self. He is conditioned and reconditioned, behaviour 

patterns are set up and then readjusted, innate ten

dencies are modified or intensified, and human nature 

is the result. 

Again out of human nature he becomes a person by 

acquiring group status, possessing tendencies to res

pond in a definite way at all times to certain definite 

1. Odum, Howard W., Man's 9Aest for Social Guid-
ance, H. Holt and Company-, New York, 1927, p. 67. • 
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way at all times to certain definite situations. Fixed 

attitudes, mental patterns, moral standards and social

conceptions are developed. These in their manifold 

foliations make up the personality. It is as if the 

Great Painter set out on canvas the outlines of the pic

ture 1n certain bold somewhat indefinite strokes, then 

with a clear comept of the objective, underlined here, 

crosses out and modified yonder, extended or limit•~d 

there, and finally as the end cleared, pulled out ot 

the whole by means ot his matchless artistry--a light, 

a shadow, a blending--the completed picture that is the 

result of the whole technique. 

Personality Organization 

The questions centering around personality have 

been many. Is there a point around which to organize 

the personality; can certain continuing types be dis

covered; what is the source of material with which to 

study the subjective and objective role of the person. 

This study concerns itself with the last question; the 

source of material for the study of the personality, 

and through it of the group. The study of the diaries 

of John Knox Elliott indicates several social factors 

to be dominant in the process of personal adjustment. 

His religious beliefs ar.d practices first and foremost, 

then his own conception of his role as patriarch and 
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arbiter of the community. In other words of the four 

great wishes around which personality may be organized, 

two stand out with the subject under consideration. The 

desire for security--here but mainly hereafter---, and 

the desire for recognition--status within the group. 

Thia wish for security divides into economic sutti

ciency, which shows itselt in the patterns of frugality, 

keen appreciation of values, determination to possess, 

foresightedness, spirit or self sacrifice, all for the 

desired objective. The wish for security also contains 

the religious beliefs and convictions which mould the 

personality of this man into a stel'n unsympathetic philes

tine, who has formed his commections with his God, and 

who seeks to adhere absolutely to them, and in addition 

1.mpose them upon others. 

He is the religious conserva.tive, who becomes more 

intense as the times seem to demand change. 

The second factor in personality organization is tte 

wish for status, approbation or recognition by the group. 

This wish is most clearly shown in those patriarchal situ

ations of the primary group, and in community institutions. 

Mr. Elliott's conception of his own fitness for leader

ship, produces in him attitudes of self-confidence, self. 

determination, inability to recognize the rights of 

others, willingness to assume responsibility, and convic

tion of his own rightness. In all the entries of over 
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twenty years, only once does he question his judgment. 

The old farmer in Eu.gene o' Meil' s "Desire uni er 

the Elms 0 says, "I'm lonely, I'm bard, but God's lonely, 

God's hard. 0 This farmer might well have uttered those 

words, for they form the motivating impulse or his exis

tence. 

Jan. 2 
1839 At home Sumpter County 

Alabama 
Dear Uncle James Knox through the blessing 

of God we are all enjoying tolerable health I 
after long neglecting you attempt to drop you a 
few lines I have nothing of importance to write but 
in the first place I acknowledge my fault in not 
writing sooner for I promised to write you before 
now the situation of my affiars has been such that 
I could not do as I would like to if I had the 
opportunit7 Mothers family are all enjoying toler
able good health at the present I inform you that 
I live in a verry wicked and bad neighborhood. we 
have no Sabbath School not much preaching Mr 
Haddon preached for us once this Spring but he in
formed me some other minister would hold sacrament 
1n Payneville during the summer and I hope if we 
are spared to see another year rowl round we will 
have some preaching statedly. 

Sabath 14 of February- 1841 Cold and very windy ••• 
I have been reading Henry Exposition and newspapers. 
In the newspapers I learn the advantage of early 
rising and the consequence of evil speaking of our 
neighbors & therefore I thought it would be best 
for me to be cautious how I speak at all times ••• 
Henry says it should be more and more our care to 
be good really than seem good outwardly. 

S 1 January 1842 Cold and cloudy have been em
ployed in reading some and thinking some read in 
a newspaper that the next Synod of State would be 
in Mobile on Thursday before the fourth Sunday in 
next January. 
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S 17 April 1842 Some cloudy stayed at home all 
day and was reading my Book examining for proof 
for the missionary question Found a great deal. 

23 M May 1842 Cloudy with great deal of thunder 
but little rain Mr Longbridge preached yesterday 
on the internal evidence in the Bible to prove 
itself to be true it has better morals than all 
other codes that have ever been invented by man. 

S 29 May 1842 Warm and has appearance of more 
rain We must continue our attendance upon Christ 
though we be alone in them What ever others do we 
must serve the Lord. If they will not go to Heaven 
with us yet we must not go to hell with them Many 
times those who are nearest the means are further
est from the end I went to sabbath school There 
was a singing school commenced. 

S 28 August 1842 Clear and tolerable warm but 
nights are getting cool I have been generally 
reading my Book I have read through the revela
tion today and find some new ideas every time I 
read the Bible. 

S 26 March 1843 Cloudy & cold went to preaching 
& beard Dr Haddon preach from 1 Peter 2 ch. 7 
verse. there was sacrement & a goodly number ot 
persons out & appeared quite serious Mr McDonald 
preached at my house at½ past 4 o'clock about 
Peter annoying his lord. selt-confidence was 
Peters first bad step. 

S 2 April 1843 Tolerable clear and more pleasant 
the moon lies much on her back indicates to me cold 
wet moon an apothecary in the country whose prac
tice brought in upwards of five hundred pounds a 
year was reduced to less than one hundred pounds 
thro following Jesus a lawyer of the same place 
who was also a disciple of Christ came to him and 
said what shall I do I have no clients the apothe
cary said replied And I have got no patients I be
lieve the Lord sees that we should not make a right 
use of money therefore he withholds it from us God
liness with contentment is great gain. l Timotey 
6 & 6 

S 16 April 1843 Cloudy and smoky this morning had 
the appearance of rain but toward evening cleared 
off. I have been reading my Bible some and other 
books and newspaners and went to mothers this even
ing and catechised the children from their catechism. 
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S 30 April 1843 This morning clear and then turned 
cloudy I went to Sabbath school and round tolerable 
encouragement stayed until 12 o'clock and felt like 
chill ca.me home got better read some poetry 

Idle boys and men are found 
Standing on the Devils ground 
He will find them work to do 
He will pay their wages too. 

F 24 November 1843 Warm and some cloudy I went and 
seed two negros hung at Livingston and I do not care 
for the site again. 

T 11 June 1844 Cloudy with fine shower about din
ner time I have been hunting and killed fox squir
rel. 

F 19 July 1844 Cloudy with fine rain I bought a 
shot gun from young Mr. Horn at s •• oo in cash. 

S 20 Cloudy with appearance or more rain I have 
been trying my new gun on squirrels and :found her 
to perform well. 

S 11 August 1844 Tolerable clear and more pleasant 
I have been occupied this day in reading Pilgrima 
Progress. 

S 6 October 1844 Cloudy with appearance of rain 
came home from Mothers this morning and have been 
reading in the confession of faith a good deal 
CJe ared off tonight. 

W 22 October 1845 Tolerable clear & pleasant I 
have been hauling cotton to the gin and hauling 
seed back I got hurt 1n my ribs with the cart I 
dont lmow but I or my ribs was broke. 

S 26 Stayed at home all day reading sermons which 
I liked My side yet sore. 

S 27 October 1844 Has the appearance of rain 
Brother McMullin preached at night Brother bale 
some mens sins go before them to judgment and others 
follow after the position was from reason to prove 
the fact that men were not rewarded according to 
their deeds the man that swears for the first time 
he is chastised by his conscience and afterwards in 
the course of time he can swear and feel no remorse 
and further he advanced the idea that our influence 
followed us into heaven or hell with his discourse 
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relating to mens sins before judgement that they 
were punished 1n this life he spoke of a steam boat 
where the Captain had said that he would beat the 
other boat or he would sink her to hell so directly 
she blew up and the captain was the first that died 
and others died after and the Captains son followed. 

F 7 November 1845 Cloudy I and the little boys 
went to help Silimen pick some cotton. the hands 
are grubbing ash and Henry hauling rails Some 
rain tonight. 

S 16 August 1846 Rain until dinner I have stayed 
at home all day & have been reading the life of 
Luther which is very interesting to me. 

S 28 March 1847 Clear and verry pretty day I have 
been engaged in reading our church government & 
discipline all day. 

S 12 September 1847 Clear and quite Pleasant I 
went to Preaching & heard Mr Adams Preach from Rom 
10 c & 10 v a goodly number of persons out there 
was given for Domestic Missions ,7.65 

S 20 November 1847 Clear and very large killing 
frost We had a meeting about building a church and 
there was 250 dollars I subscribed 50 dollars to 
the building or the meeting house on this date. 

S 23 Jan 1848 Clear and plesant I have been neck
ing about home all day Nancy is not at home No 
preaching No Prayermeeting We are in a bad fix in 
this neighborhood. 

M 19 June 1848 Cloudy and a little rain Raised my 
Screw (to gin) today had fine help & friendship 
abounded & we got it up No Whiskey Drank today by 
us so much for the Sons of Temperance. 

S 18 August 1849 Tolerable clear I have been about 
the house all day reading the life of .Andrew Jack
son until this evening then I went to the Division. 
verry warm dry weather. 

S 7 October 1849 Clear and cool I have been at 
home all day am have not read very much. I have 
not spent the day as I ought. 



156 

S 4 August 1850 Clear and hot. Went and heard 
R Haddon preach f'rom 1 John 3 c 1 v behold what 
manmier of love vs. I was not 1n a very good con
dition to hear preaching. 

M 5 Some clouds but no rain I went to the election 
and voted for Williams for Circuit Clerk Payneville 
is a very unpleasant (1) place. 

S 23 February 1851 Cloudy and warm I went and 
heard the circuit rider Preach from 2 pet 1 c 4 v 
good sermon enough. 

S 15 June 1851 Clear and verry warm and quite dry 
I have been at home reading on the Reftormation 
occasioned by Martin Luther. 

M 30 June 1851 Cloudy this morning I went and 
heard Mr Boggs preach a very fine sermon and re
proved some persons for setting with their feet 
over the Bench. 

S 13 July 1851 Importantly Dry weather so as to 
make people feel their Dependence on God the Giver 
of all Good. I went to the singing Society and 
we had fine order. 

S 20 July 1851 Clear and cool I went and heard 
James O Williams Preach and he used a good Deal 
of Peculiarities in his sermon and by the by 
Preached a tolerable good sermon fine congregation. 

M 2 July 1852 Clear and warm Went to preaching 
and heard Silliman from Ephsians 4 c 30 Vs there 
was enquiring meeting Brother Boggs text tonight 
was Prov. the way of the Trangressor is hard and 
a fine sermon it was. 

S 11 July 1852 Th.is day 64 years my rather was 
born An.drew Elliott the son of Elizabeth and David 
Elliott who was a hammer man by occupation. 

S 24 July 1852 Clear and hot there is nothing re
markable in my history this week. 

M 2 August 1852 Clear and warm I went to preaching 
and heard Silliman from Ephesians 4 c 30 v there 
was enquiring meeting and there was some presented 
themselves to converse with the minister and grieve 
not the holy spirit & c Brother Boggs text tonight 
was in Prov the way of the Trangressor is hard and 
a fine sermon it was he mentioned some or the ob
stacles in the way of the a·1nner down to hell the 
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first was the Bible then the Living Ministry & c 
and observed tba.t hell was banistered in, in order 
to keep sinners from there but they would surmount 
them all and go ahead long down to perdition seve
ral Mourners tonight. 

T 3 August 1852 Some cloudy Met with Preacher 
Silliman and we organized the Session in order to 
commence process against some one of our members 
for unchristian conduct. 

W 4 August 1852 Clear and some cooler I went and 
heard AP Silliman preach at 11 oclock there was 
tolerable turn out only at church today the last 
night or our meeting at the winding up or which I 
made a move to take up a collection for the two 
Brethen that have saved us for several days to
gether and we got for them 1~ Dollars in Silver 
and handed it over to Perry Silliman I hope that 
the meetings on the whole have done some good. 

M 22 August 1853 Great Rain Early in the mornirg 
from the north I sent to John Rivers and bought 
Comstocks philosophy & l½ yds linnen & 6 yds of 
Domestic to make me some shirts. · 

T 23 Heavy Rain Went to School House and stayed 
until after Dinner then came home am have been 
reading rrr, book. 

W 24 August 1853 Tolerable clear I went to school 
and have been studying Arithmetic &c there about 
25 sholars. 

T 25 Warm and cloudy am at school. 

F 26 Clear and warm !t my usual studies. 

S 31 December 1853 The undersigned agrees to ab
stain from liquor & tobacco without they are sick 
or wants it. John K Elliott 

M 15 February 1854 Tolerable pleasant I went to 
the church to try a church case but we did not get 
through with it I have been overseeing the road 
some. 

M 6 March 1854 Cloudy and a little cool I have been 
waiting on Virginia all day I think the feve:ra is 
giving way perne.ps My mind is much torn up. 
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W 15 March 1854 Nice day and warm Virginia is 
getting well I trust in the Lord. 

W 7 June 1854 Cloudy we all commenced to hoe 1n 
the Boyd field I am running around before the hoes 
(plowing) and Eliza, Cate, & Bil & Pink and Hannah 
are hoeing and it keeps me busy to keep ahead of 
them. 

S 25 June 1854 Clear and hot I and James M Boyd 
went to the burrial of Hopsons child the mother 
seemed much hurt at heart. 

S 1 July 1854 Some little cloudy and warm looks 
like rain We have had verry warm weather Tuesday 
in particular I think the Thermometer was over a 
hundred I have never experienced a more oppressive 
day in life to me. 

F 13 October 1854 Clear and nice day I am going 
to the debate to night I went and lost the ques
tion which was should the legislator prohibit the 
sale ardent spirits by retail I argued that they 
should not prohibit. 

(yet he signed the Pledgel) 

M 20 November 1854 Clear some more pleasant we 
went to preaching & heard Bro. Alexander preach 
Jeremiah the meeting broke up & some to his farm 
and others to their merchandise so is the way of 
the world we went to picking cotton over the River. 

S 27 May 1855 Cooler this morning and some air a 
stir and I hope we will have Rain I want to be re
signed to the will of God in such things. 

T 31 Some rain today How Thankful people ought to 
be to God for his mercies in sending Rain in mercy 
I hope I feel thankful But not so much as I ought. 

W l August 1855 Clear and hot Bob thinks that Shot
ridge will be the Governor I dont know whether these 
No Nothings are on the rite track or not I have not 
joined. 

M 6 August 1855 Rain slowly in the morning I went 
to the election I did not vote this A,ugust I think 
the Storm of the .No Nothings in this was over last 
night But if they be on the right track I want them 
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to prosper these new tricks you never know what is 
going to grow out of them until time has to tell 
the tale. 

S 25 August 1855 Some rain this day Five years ago 
my first wife Died in th~ morning i after 6 o'clock. 

S l June 1856 Clear the best part of the day & 
tolerable warm my sistering laws were with me & rrr:, 
little babe until after dinner we have dull Sab
baths in the part of the church no preaching 
scarcely no Sunday School no prayer meetings & so 
er have dull times in point of Religion & we lmow 
not when the matter will be Better. I try and train 
my little girls to read the Holy Scriptures which 
is able to make them wise unto Salvation. 

S 28 June 1856 Clear and hot I went and expected 
Brother Boggs to preach but there was Public Speak
ing in Payneville on the Census question & so for 
the 11 o'clock service there was a disappointment. 

S 29 Clear and hot I went to Preaching it was a 
sacramental occasion & there was some seriousness 
manifested & so the meeting closed after the 4 
o'clock service and Brother Boggs went home. 

S 22 September 1860 Nice day there was speaking in 
town by Vandygraff but I did not go I was so busy, 
Although I did go to the meeting of the members ot 
the church at 3 o'clock at which time we appointed 
a co:mm.ittee two Jim Boyd & Esq Handley A Prestwood 
and F. B. Moore. 

T 10 January 1860 Cool I am crippled from hitting 
a negro on the head. 

M 25 August 1862 Warm and clear this is the day my 
first wife died. 

F 10 October 1862 Cloudy some little showers I paid 
out for Hadden church 4 dollars and I want the money 
refunded. 

T 25 August 1863 Cloudy and cool some of my folks 
are sick Mac Moore is gone to Mobile & is going to 
get me sone Quinine at 4 dollars pr oz This is the 
day 13 years my first wife Died with intlamation 
of the Brain. 

(Living with his 3rd) 
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Implications of Illustrative Data 

It has been said that personality stands for two 

things., the uniqueness of the individual and his uni-
1 

versality. St. Paul says "we who are many are several-

ly members one of another." 

In thinking over the personality of the writer of 

the diaries, one is compelled to ask questions. Where 

is his sympatcy, how shown, and for what reasons? His 

family relationships exhibit no tenderness toward family 

ties; he apparently never fails to do what he conceives 

to be his duty, but shows no love of the person .in so 

doing. He appears to have no sense of fear in any 

phase of his personality, his feeling of rightness over

shadowing this. Where is his sense of humor, his pla7 

instincts? Even in the community gatherings, the ob

ject to be attained is uppermost with him, and mver 

the group activity. Where is his sense of understanding 

the view point of the other man? No sense of tolera

tion has he, and very little idea of mercy. The 11 eye 

for an eye" philosophy was back of most of his contacts, 

and other than that he seemed to have none. Apart from 

the Bible as a guide he charted his course day by day, 

by expediency and took no advice, but gave freely. His 

1. Randall, J. H., The Culture of Personality. 
Dodge Publishing Company~ "Flew York, t~n:~,• PP• xxx, xxxi, 
Foreword. 
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"good books" which he read not from a love of reading 

and information, but from duty, and a hope to someway 

gain an "abundant entrance" to the Hereafter, show his 

mental patterns quite clearly. 

Baxter's Dying Tho,hts 
Henry's Exposition of scripture) 
Wilson on the Sabbath 
Church·History-
Confession of Faith 
Pilgrim's Progress 
Hodges Way of Life 
Life of Martin Luther 
Erskins Sermons 
Flaval1 s Fountain of Grace 
The Philadelphia Presbyterian 
Church Government 
Book on Infidelity 
John Calvin and His Sermons 
Life of General Jackson 
History of the Reformation 
Comstock's Philosophy 

This list is taken from the records exactly as he put 

them down. These books he read and quoted from during 

the years. When there were no church services, or he 

was too sick to attend, he would read all day, and then 

record that he had not read as much as he should. A 

stern taskmaster of himself, as well as others. 

There comes to us finally, after a careful study 

of the situation, this question. Why should a man of 

the type of John Knox Elliott keep a diacy? If he was 

so convinced of his ability, so satisfied with his role 

of leadership, so uncompromising in his relationships 

with others, so absolutely right in his own eyes, wey 
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should he carefull7 record the utmost minutiae of his 

life? To whom is he addressing himself during the years, 

through the medium of the written word? Whose approval 

does he seek? 

Allbeit unconsciously, he makes a very fetish of 

these daily recordings. When he is 111 and unable to 

write he has one of his daughters to write for him and 

one occasion she forgets, and speaking of a certain 

cattle transaction says on the margin, ''Pa gave her"-

the cow and oalf--"to •••• n Again there seems to be a 

personification of an unknown "you•• in the writings. 

He speaks of his wife's absence from home visiting "as 

you lmow'*. Who or what is "you"? We wish we knew. It 

might give us a window into the soul of this stern old 

Scotch-Irish philistine, and reveal depth of feeling 

that he is too tradition-bound to reveal, too encased 

in folkways to be able to free himself and let his truer 

self speak out. 

Then he may have wished to keep a record of his 

doings for those that are to follow him. He may have 

had a pride of family heritage that he wishes to pre

serve; he may have had a pride in his accomplishments, 

that sprang from such humble beginnings. Any or all 

of these may have been the cause of his writings, md 

it is interesting to see that today these diaries, 
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although not in the vein of romantic literature, and at 

times not wholly complimentary to the writer, are regarded 

with veneration and a wholesome respect by a large con

nection of grandchildren and great-grandchildren, and 

"Grandpa's desk" occupies the central position in the 

beautifully equipped home of the oldest grandson. 



CHAPTER VIII 

WAR DAYS 

The Community During the War 
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It is scarcely possible to study a community of the 

udeep south0 during the years 1840-1865 without some 

consideration being given the War Between The States. 

This study bas not been undertaken with reference to 

the relationship of the time and place to the field of 

Southern War history, but so closely knit are the threads 

of life that it seems fitting to include here an impres

sion of this man's reaction to the War. 

It will be interesting to note the somewhat aloof 

and impersonal frame of mind with which he meets the 

problems arising out of this situation. Also it has 

seemed somewhat difficult to determine his personal 

feelings in the matter. Was he for or against~ 

His utter empericism gave him no base for conten

tion, and he drifts somewhat hopelessly, without his 

customary anchor of personal experience. 

T 6 Nov ember 1860 Nice day I nor Rhyne went to 
the Presidential Election. 

S 10 November 1860 Nice day some little frost we 
have heard that Breckinridge is ahead in this 
county some 200 votes. 

S 10 February 1861 l'ace day I have been home 
reading my papers nothing verry exciting the 
presidents inaugural seems to be hard to understand. 
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T 13 Nice day times with the North. & South seem 
somewhat squally. 

S 17 February 1861 Nice day cool and clear I have 
been at home all day. there was preaching but I 
did not go the Creek was up and the Roads Bad I 
hear that Jef Davis of Mississippi is appointed 
president of the Southern Confederacy and Stephens 
of Georgia (vice). 

S 10 March 1861 Nice day I have been at home 
reading my papers nothing verry exciting the 
presidents inaugural seems to be hard to under
stand t:i.m.es with the North and South seem somewhat 
squally. 

(No personal element in this opinion) 

F 19 April 1861 Cool and wind from the north I 
went over to Town a few minutes Fort Sumter was 
taken last Friday. 

S 27 April 1861 Raining slowly there is consider
able excitment through out the country How the 
matter shall Terminate no man can tell but I pray 
the matter may be settled satisfactory to all 
parties. (impersonal attitude) 

M 29 April 1861 Clear in the morning but clouded 
up and Rained at night Brother Bingham called in 
to see us and took supper & spoke of going with the 
Army I advised him. not to go we are hoeing corn 
over the creek. 

W 1 May 1861 Tolerable nice day I went to Town to 
see about Electing the officers of the Home Gard 
Company I bought Eliza 25 cts worth of tobac. 

S 4 May 1861 A very heavy rain fell about Dark 
I gave Hook Hobson 15 dollars to give to his papa 
to buy shot and caps I went to Muster General Scott 
is with the South so it is said. 

M 20 May 1861 Wind from the North West verry 
drying there is report that they have had a fight 
at Fort Pickens and that we have lcs t 400 men. 

F 24 May 1861 Clear and cool my folks are cutting 
cotton news of preparation of War from all quarters 
I went to Muster after dinner. 

T 13 June 1861 Rain today here at my place but 
not a general rain we kept fast day men to the 
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church & there was a good turn out of which and 
Black folks. 

W 24 July 1861 Clear I came with Father Eakins 
to Payneville and heard Law-yer Revis on the State 
of the Country and I subscribed 8 bales of cotton 
to the Southern Confederacy. 

F 26 July 1861 Clear and more warm News from the 
Great Battle that was at Manassas and Stone Bridge. 

S 28 July 1861 Clear and looks like Dry Spell We 
hear that our Armies had a Glorious Victory last 
Sabbath at Manasses and Stone Bridge I did not go 
out to Sabbath School I pray that we may soon have 
peace. 

W 7 August 1861 Cloudy and threatning Rain all 
day I went to Town in the morning there was 
several letters received from the boys in the 
Army. 

T 10 October 1861 Tolerable clear we are picking 
peas, my wife a little poorly the children going 
to school to Mrs Kennard there is a good deal of 
sickness in the County chills Scarceity of meat 
and War News until you are tired looking at it. 

(what sort of re-action is this) - -

W 6 November 1861 Nice day I went to the 
Presidential Election & the people voted for Jef 
Davis we are all hands picking cotton. 

F 15 Nice day all hands turned loose being fast 
day appointed by Jef Davis. 

T 27 February 1862 Clear and nice day we hear 
that Nashville is in possession of the Yankees. 

F 7 March 1862 Nice day tolerable cool I went to 
Payneville there were some 25 men met to see about 
a call from the Citizens of Mobile. 

T 8 April 1862 Cloudy and threatens Rain. The 
Horse Company left for Columbus Miss I went on to 
Barrets and Father Eakins they have had a battle 
at Corinth Saturday and Sabbath last. 

M 14 April 1862 Cloudy pretty near all day we 
hear that Huntsville is taken by the Yankeys. 
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F 18 April 1862 War.m started out to M:ls sissippi 
with things for. the sick Souldiers. 

S 19 Pleasant day we arrived with our contribu
tions at Lauderdale Springs I went around and saw 
the wounded & some are suffering a great deal but 
complaining very little some with their legs cut 
off & some with their arms off and many wourd ed 
too tedious to mention I waited at the Depo for a 
Down train for some news concerning Nashville 
until 5 o'clock A. M. but it failed to come. 

S 4 May 1862 Nice day I and some of my family 
went to church and heard Brother Silliman preach 
from Philipians 4 ch & 11 v I have learre d in 
whatsoever state to be content very few persons 
out today & Lonesome time in this neighborhood so 
many persons gone to the war. 

F 16 May 1862 Nice day this :ls a fast day and we 
did not do anything except water some potatoes and 
I killed a cow. 

S 24 May 1862 Heavy rain early in the morning I 
went up to T Rhynes & heard that our forces were 
fighting near Corrinth heard that there was 
Bombardment going on at Vicks Burgh No one passing 
scarcely. 

W 28 May 1862 Clear thermometer higher than it 
has been this year at 83 Degrees I went out to 
William Pigfords I heard of a Northern Victory 
at Williams Burgh Virg. 

S 1 June 1862 We except my wife went to church 
the text was 17 c of Exodus 11, 12, 13, vs this 
day was the Fight near Richmon called the 7 Pine 
fight in which there was great slaughter. 

W 18 June 1862 Cloud arose in North but very 
little rain there is some misterious movements 
or the Armies. 

T 19 Clear There is a rumor that there is 
Armistice for 60 days. 

T 1 July 1862 Cloudy wind from North and NE :raws 
or great battle at Richmond. 

S 12 July 1862 Clear and one of the dryingist 
days I have seen I got a letter from J. R. Wandle 
at Vicksburg about the Bombardment that occurred 
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1 of the month. 

T 31 July 1862 Some little appearance of rain 
from the News that we receive we are getting 
along in the War better than we have been. 

F 8 August 1862 Clear it is stated that Stone 
Wall Jackson is advancing on the Northern army 
Poke or Pope. 

S 24 August 1862 Cloudy there was a draft in 
this Country yesterday for men to go to Gaines
ville to protect the Army Stores there was some 
6 .from this neighborhood. 

M 8 September 1862 Clear ard warm I went out 
with a subscription paper for M. C. Kinnard to 
get him released from the army. 

T 11 September 1862 Clear and warm I went to 
the Junction and got news that the Yankees are 
evacuating Corrinth. 

W 24 September 1862 Showery price bas Backed 
down from the enemy at up about Corrinth We hear 
that Lee has come back from beyond the Potomac. 

S 18 October 1862 Clear I went to Livingston & 
heard of a Battle in Kentucky fought by Bragg 
which was fought about the 8th of this month. 

S 26 October 1862 Clear plenty Ice high wind & 
no frost there was a pa.rolled Soldier making his 
way home he belongs to 8th Mississippi Col 
Wilkinson is the Commander of the regmt. 

M 3 November 1862 Clear I went to Livingston to 
make a report to Judge of Probate Court of the 
Volunteers & their wives & cl1ildren. 

F 14 November 1862 Some cloudy I went over to 
Doct Kinnards to go aa one of the Committee to 
get up subscriptions for the Soldiers & Soldiers 
wives we failed to get anything. 

F 27 March 1863 Fast day we kept it and no eating 
until some 4 o'clock. 

F 21 August 1863 Tolerable This is a fast day and 
we went to the Church and observed fast. 

S 25 April 1863 Far off Thunder considerable 
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excitment in the neighborhood about the Yankeys. 

S 26 Nice day I have been in doors there is 
considerable excitment about a Yankey Raid out 
west. 

S 16 May 1863 Cool clear we are plowing corn we 
hear that the F1ederals have Jackson Mississippi. 

W 27 May 1863 Tolerable clear wind from north I 
heard of a Yankey Raid supposed to be on foot at 
Scuber and I came home in a hurry. 

W 10 June 1863 Cloudy there was a pedler from the 
Springs here says that we captured the Gun Boat 
Ese.x. 

S 4 July 1863 Clear and warm Built a petition 
fence in the potato pach & swept our Goobers 
Vicksburg fell. 

T 21 July 1863 Heavy rain A. M. Moore came to 
my house from Vicks Burg & I went over home with 
him and his little girls were so proud they had 
for him some fine water melons. 

S 21 August 1863 Clear and cool I went to Payne
ville with 62 lbs of Bacon for the Government for 
which I received 60 Dollars there was Bought in 
this Beat some 2000 lbs of Bacon. 

M 3 April 1865 Nice day we are laying away our 
leather & then went to the field to plant corn I 
heard of the fall of Selma on yesterday. 

T 9 May 1865 Hice day Arm.steads Waggon train 
passed for Gainesville our folks are down in the 
16th sweeping corn. 

W 10 Quite warm great many passing going to 
Ga ire sville to be parolled. 

T 11 Shower of rain Soldiers still passing 3, l 
legged men stayed with me tonight. 

T 8 June 1865 Very early this morning Brother 
Bingham & Doct Kinm rd and myself went to Gaines
ville to take Oath of Allegiance when I got home 
at night my wife was sick at 9 o'clock she had 
Calvin. 
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T 10 August 1865 Warm I and M. H. Boyd went out 
to Barrills to the Springs to look after our negros. 

F 11 Very warm we found Boyda Negro Women at 
Twilleys & started home with them and came across 
Dick and Henry Body and the Gard Mr Wood told them 
they must come home & so on we came through Dust 
and Sun and arrived home about night and Dick never 
stopped at home and I heard of him going toward the 
Rail Road. 

S 12 Very warm 94 Degrees in the shade Woods went 
up to the G Junction I gave him $2 •• 00 for his 
trouble with Dick and he promised to look him up 
and Bring him home again. 

W 11 August 1865 I took the amnesty oath and paid 
50 cts. 

Implications of Illustrative Data 

This chapter represents a brief but interesting 

period in the span of the diaries of John Knox Elliott. 

Also is it none the less revealing of the man. He is a 

true ustates rights 0 man, in that his national interests 

are subordinated to his local interests, state and 

community. 

He says it is hard to understand idents 

ninauguraln and "times seem squallyn but why tthard" and 

why naqua.lly" he does not say. He joins the n:Musters" 

and "Horne Guards 0 and takes part in the general prepara

tion for war, with no statement of deep concern as to 

the issues or the outcome. He prays for peace., but the 

impression rests on the reader that it is a return to 

the "status quo" which he really desires. He takes 

part in the fast days, but mentions in the same sentence 
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that did nothing but kill a cow that day. So much 

lost time and workt 

A hint of the community feeling is found in one 

record which says he was one of a committee s it 

f'or• and children of the volunteers. He 

reports he got nothing. No suggestion of sympathy for 

them appears in any writing. nvicksburg fella on the 

day he "swept his goobers". No comment on either 

happening. One night three one-legged men spent the 

n.ight with him. No mention of conversation. He 

records receiving "60 dollars for 62 pounds of bacon 

for the government", and states that two thousand 

pounds were purchased from his "Bea tu. They could 

sell but not give. He and his preacher and his 

doctor went together and took the oath of allegiance 

in June before the "surrender", and in early August 

after, the amnesty oath for whj_ch records npaid 

50 cents". 
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CONCLUSION 

Objectives of the Study 

The object ot this study has been to set rorth the 

dominant patterns of social interaction in an early .Ameri

can community as revealed through an analysis of a naive 

document--the personal diaries or John Knox Elliott. 

Aspects of group classification, community solidarity, 

and personality organization were analyzed and generali

zations made 1n so far as the actual data contained in 

the documents would permit. 

Definition and Reasons for Such Documents 

It is necessary to again define the naive document 

as any writing whose object is not for the benefit or 

information of others, but for the satisfaction and ful

fillment of subjective desires and emotions. This being 

true, the nature of the document calls in question its 

use, as it is not easy to see the motives and impulses 

behind the writing, and therefore difficult to evaluate. 

Why do we write dairies? Outside the time element 

there may be mamu reasons. The wish to express the de

s·ires and emotions that are for various reasons repressed; 

the need for communion with some one; the urge to build 

up a life apart from the reality; the feeling of pride 

and accomplishment which cannot be expressed outwardly; 
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the desire to tell one's story; the need for a permanent 

and lasting record of life day by day; these and other 

reasons together with the behavior patterns of the writer, 

seem to make diaries a necessary outlet for personal char• 

teristics. 

The introvert will write from his inner life sanctum, 

and will of necessity reflect his subjective attitudes; 

the extrovert, with his projected activity pattern, will 

thrill with the sense of accomplishment which will lead 

him to a recording of the smallest detail which coroerns 

him. Again the temperamental make-up baa a great deal to 

do with the pattern of the diary, and through it with the 

picture of the group of which the writer is a part. The 

introvert will set his writings 1n a small field, while 

the extrovert will scatter his over the whole area of 

his contacts. 

The Trustworthiness of Diaries 

The use of the naive document as a type of source 

material for sociological analysis is subject to definite 

methodological limitations. Some consideration was, there

fore, given the question of the nature and usefulness of 

the personal diary as a source or material for sociologi

cal investigation. 

We should keep 1n mind first the writer. He is the 

instrument through which the personality speaks. He is 
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the integrated whole of biological inheritance, rac1al 

and familial heritage, and enviromnental conditionings. 

What he brings with him at birth., times what he finds 

when he arrives equals ''him". His doings., active or 

passive., must reflect the whole man, a.rd a large part 

of this man is the result or the forces that play upon 

him from the outside. We believe that man acquires 

human nature through his human contacts, and these come 

from the setting in which we fini him located. 

This being true what this man does, what he says 

and what he writes., reflect his outer conditionings and 

adjustments, and so are a representation of the con

ditioning influences of the social environment. 

It is never possible for a hum.en being to exhibit 

at a given time, all those potentialities of which he 

is possessed. He never brings to bear upon any one 

situation, all those pmsibilities of solution with 

which his personality bas provided him. As a carpenter 

uses his tools one by one as the need arises, so does 

man in his job of living, adjust, and readjust himself 

to situations as they arise. So is it that diaries 

reflect from time to time these various changes., never a 

complete picture, but always a reflection of that parti

cular part of the life-picture which is for the time 

being uppermost 1n the mind of the writ er. 
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Again, we do not live our lives in one great happen

ing, which like a meteor bursts on our view in all its 

fulness and is then gone. We live moment by moment, 

hour by hour, day by day, year by year, each smallest 

cycle contributing some thing or subtracting something 

from the next, and so we build and tear down and build 

again in the life span. So with the diaries. The pic

ture is cumulative. One thing today in the mind of the 

man appears uppermost, another tomorrow. A sick child; 

a bad trade; a neighbor in trouble; a good sermon; a 

rainy night; a broken gin; a disobedient slave; a poli

tical rally; the price of bacon; a new silk hat; the 

death of a horse; each simplest occurrence takes its 

place as a part or the great canvas on which from day 

to day the writer is unconsciously reflecting the life 

of his group and his part in it. 

Human nature being what it is, variations in dilries 

are to be expected. As no two persons are alike either 

physically or mentally, so no/two writings even of the 

same time and place, can present identical pictures. 

These writings are selective, and represent to a great 

degree, the interests or most concern to the write~. 

The happenings of the day group themselves with all of 

us, around certain interests, be they trivial or other

wise, that for the time hold our attention. These ma7 
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habits of thought and action, and so we may be consis

tent in our interests, or they may be but passing im

pulses and create no lasting patterns of behavior. 

So with the naive document. Those things of today 

which seem to have been worthy of record, by tomorrow 

may have passed into the category of the unimportant, 

yet the tiny threads these made in the day's doings are 

a part of the whole web of the life, and as such become 

a part ot the life record. The writer is a person, not 

a type. He pm sessea traits of individuality--personal

ity exhibiting itself in certain habitual patterns-

therefore he can do nothing but follow, either in out

ward behavior or in inward self-communion, his nature 

patterns. This is also the reflection of his group, 

since this very nature has been acquired from his con

tacts with the group, his conditionings by the group, 

and his attitudes toward the group. Do we not all of us 

know certain persons whose very mental and phy-sicel set

up remind us of the community from which they come_ so 

perfectly is reflected through the individual the main 

or characteristic outlines of the community, its folk

ways, its taboos. 

Teclm1que of Study 

Aa to the method of study of the naive document., this 

was developed step by step as the need arose for better 
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understanding, keeping in mind always the .feeling that 

no preconceived plan should prevent the natural unfold

ing of the life story, since the naivete of the whole 

situation would thereby be broken down. The daily re

cordings were read time and again, letting whatever 

would stand out. Gradually there became clear certain 

possible steps in a general plan. These are listed net 

as criteria for all such study, but as aids, the very 

nature of the problem making broad generalizations not 

only impractical but impossible. 

Criteria 

1. Locate the community 1n point of historical 
setting. 

2. Regionalize this setting with any outstand
ing .factors, such as type of culture, geog
raphy, climate, soil. 

3. Investigate and evaluate the racial back
grounds. 

4. Should there be outstanding national situa
tions at the time, investigate the connection 
between the local and the national. 

5. Place the writer in his native setting as 
to race and culture. 

6. In so far as possible get a clear idea ot 
his family backgrounds. 

7. Read the diaries as a whole, with no idea ot 
.finding anything special; just read, the more 
the better. 

a. Begin to notice an7 outstanding characteristics, 
both of the method of writing and of the writer. 

9. Select those most outstanding cbaracteristics, 
and with these distinctly in mind read the 
diaries again. 
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10. Where some one entry in the diaries appears 
to illustrate the characteristics you have 
selected, catalog it by some method which 
you will devise, keeping the chronological 
order intact, reserving a special symbol 
for each characteristic. 

11. Read through the diaries keeping this plan 
of cataloging, and finally group together 
all those similar. 

12. Take each group. List the development ot 
the characteristic that forms the central 
theme, and if possible break the group into 
its component parts. 

13. State your reasons for doing this,and illus
trate. 

14. Summarize each group. 

15. Draw together your summaries into the gene
ral picture. 

While this study is limited to one group, and to a 

specified period in the life of that group, yet it should 

otter results that could apply to other groups and other 

ages. 

In its use of the commonplace man under comm.on

place circumstances, as the focus of study, should be 

found some ideas of the part played by this type 1n 

the social scheme. In the actions and interactions of 

primary relationships should be found the key to the 

study of similar relationships un:ler other conditions, 

and in widely differing settings. In his business and 

community institutional patterns of behavior, should be 

found the reflection of the group life, with the atti

tudes and values attached thereto toward these two 
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great interests. In his personality as shown through 

the symbol of the human word, one should be able to 

trace the hereditary and social factors which biDd him 

to the group, and of which he is the epitome. 

We are told that science is, after all, only get

ting at facts, and helping us to race them. It this 

be true, then facing the tacts that the student .in the 

field of Sociology is attempting to bring out, should 

help us to lessen human suffering, increase human effi

ciency and live more wisely than man has heretofore 

done. 

A Reaume 

In setting up certain evalmting criteria tor this 

study, the final step suggested was to draw together 

the conclusions reached through the study into the 

general picture, in an endeavor to set out the basic 

motives and values thereto attached ot the group. 

In outlining the behavior patterns, attention 

should be paid not only to those traits which bespeak 

personal integrity- but also those that may be found in

dicating personal disorganization. It baving been 

determined that tour main institutional patterns stand 

out in the study, a brief statement of the findings will 

be given. 
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In "primary relationships" this man was a "rugged 

individualist". "I and my wife"; "I and my neighbors". 

He was the center. His ideas, his wishes, his preju

dices are the motivating and directing forces. His 

concept of his role and his ability to fill it is a 

consistent attribute during all the years. Only once 

do the documents reveal that he questioned his judgment, 

never admitted a mistake and apparently never changed 

his mind, for we find to the last days of the diaries, 

the same stern philistinism which stood out so clearly 

1n the first entry or 1839. 

As to personality disorganization which might have 

been expected, the setting of the times in his own lo

cality, produced no great debatable ((Uestions that might 

divide the neighborhood into antagonistic groups, and 

resulting disorganization. 

True enough, there were the struggles of the Whigs 

and Democrats, the Bank question, the Texas and Mexico 

campaigns over which mueh debate rolled throughout the 

State, but the Payneville Beat of Sumter County was not 

a country of rich broad acres, great plantations and 

large investments in Negroes. It was, on the contrary, 

one of creek-bottoms and washed and over-flowed fields, 

small investment in slaves, white and black labor and 

it had no sympathy either with Whig aristocracy of South 

Alabama, the State bank with its political implications, 
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o:r any unbounding enthusiasm for United States expansion 

aa illustrated 1n the Texas and Mexican situations. 

The life ot: the community was somewhat in the back 

water of both national and state issues, and was a self

contained, self-sufricient entity. In the center of 

this community, and of it in all its sociological im

plications was John Knox _!!lliott. 

The "business relationships" reflected faithfully 

the situation 1n the State. Dr.!. B. Moore says of 

this period, "the bulk of the white farmel'S occupied 

the undesirable lands of the slave counties, and the 

hills and isolated valleys of the central and nortl:e:rn 

part of the State. The farmer's economic motive and 

methods or living made extensive fields and access to 

markets less important to him tban to the planter. Or

dinarily he entered a small tract which contained fifty 

to one hundred cultivatable acres, erected a log cabin, 

and opened field of a t:ew acres on the hill sides or 

small upland plains. Access to the crossroad store 

and trips to a plantation town sufficed his need tor 

commercial contacts. He made his bread and a few bales 

of cotton tor money and turned his hogs and cattle loose 

upon the luxuriant range, with the hope that they would 
l 

multiply and fill the forests, each after his kind." 

1. Moore, Albert B • ., Histo~ of Alabama, American 
His tori.cal Society II Chicago, flew ork, 1§217, PP• 389-390. 
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The economic pattern of communit7 life revealed in the 

diaries under study is entirely consistent with the his

torian's description quoted above. 

As to the slave relationships or the community again 

we quote Dr. Moore for a historical account of the situa

tion as pictured in the diaries. 

On the small and medium sized plantations, 
slaves worked very much as the planter and 
his sons worked, in raot they generally worked 
by the side or the planter and his sons. The 
latter led the way# whether work was being done 
in the field or woods or around the house. The 
slave was induced to work by the master's ex.am
ple and by a variety of subtle e~llenges and 
rewards rather tban by the lash. 

Several times do we find John Knox E111ott saying it 

kept him bard put to it, to keep ahead or the Negroes. 

As for the new undertakings or this period, again 

Dr. Moore's discussion agrees with the finding or the 

diaries. 

large salt works were maintained at the 
"Upper Worksn near old St. Stephens and at 
the "lower Works" near Sunflower Bend on the 
Tombigbee. Salt manufacture became a thri
ving industry in the Tombigbee Valley alone, 
thousands of men were employed. Salt waa 
shipped down the river, or by trains or 
wagons miles long, into various p~rts or 
Alabama, Georgia and Mississippi. 

1. Ibid., P• 453. 
2. t6id., P• 550. 
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When we remember that John Knox Elliott., one Sun

day., sat on the banks of the river, watching the boats 

going up and down, seeing the smoke or the Salt Works 

behind him, and then decided he would not go into the 

Salt business but would "go home and trust God for sup

port"., we can see the consistency- of the economic pic

ture. 

There seems to be no phases ot the economic lite 

out of step with the times. No conflict of interests 

here that call for accomodation. A simple clear set

ting in epitome of the larger community. 

Again the "Comm.unity Institutions" which locally 

appear to center around educational, social, political, 

and religious activities, have their larger counterpart 

in affairs of the State. No more effective picture 

could be drawn than the chapter entitled "Backwoods 

Times" in Dr. Moore's excellent book on Alabama History. 

Only in this situation do personality maladjust

ments appear. Where is this man's sense of humor, his 

play instincts, his exhibitions of need tor relaxation 

and rest, his cooperative endeavor to satiety- this 

human want? His courtships, on an absolute economic 

basis are wholly out of line with the spirit ot the 

times. Be stands off and observes with a critical and 

evaluating eye. ''Miss Mary looked mighty pretty••, he 
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says once. Nothing more follows. Hornell Hart says in 

his Per~onality and _the Familz, 

Rugged individualism in building home life is 
disasterous. (It surely proved so with John 
Knox Elliott.) The goals of family life should 
be less anger, rage, irritation, grief, despair, 
fear, aversion, repugnance and worry, and more 
sportsmanship, co~age, mirth, enthusiasm, 
loyalty and love. 

Mr. Elliott possessed in great degree those quali

ties which were against his sociolization, but always 

did he justify their presence. Of the necessary quali

ties for socialization, he had no mirth, little or no 

enthusiasm, great courage but little sportsmanship, 

loyalty to his convictions, and very little of the sav

ing and purifying grace or love. No love of God ever 

stands out in his lite, but fear, stark physical fear 

of God's presence, impels him time and again to certain 

courses of action. One can see why the play instincts 

or this man would be sublimated to such a degree that 

its momentary gratification would be of sufficient im

portance for him to record in his diary, "I went up in 

the loft at the store amd had my picture taken, and 

sister Margaret 1a just~ !'!m.•• (Italics inserted) 

As to this man's personality, it seems clear that 

this involves not only the possession of certain traits_ 

l. Hart, Hornell, Personalitg and the Familz, 
D. c. Heath & Company, Boston, 1~~, P• 26. 
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but also their integration and use. First and roremost 

must be remembered that he was a sick man most of his 

days--as also were his neighbors and family. The list 

or illnesses common to the community would astound us 

today, as would the tact that so little genuine preven

tion of disease was ever thought of. The norm.al situa

tion included chills and fever as a regular part ot 

of life, so that its absence was of enough importance to 

make a matter or record. It is believed tbat the well 

adjusted person should possess.a healthy body as well 

as a proper balance of certain other attributes, so that 

we can at a glance see the lack of harmonious co-ordina

tion. 

In other respects, his whole being cantered around 

two of the four great wishes or all human nature~ the 

wish for security and the wish for recognition or for 

status within the group. His conviction of the right

eousness or final punishment, and the need for stern 

adherence to a philosophy of nworks", colors every thing 

he does. He passes on to those under his authority the 

same conception that he bas of his own fate, and apparent

ly expects of them what his God demands from him. Thia 

same concept ot Eternal security is transferred to hia 

economic relationships, and the resulting patterns of 

frugality, keen appreciation of values, determination 

to possess, foresightedness and spirit of self-denial 
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for a desired objective, are the result. 

His wish for recognition or status within the group 

stands out clearly in his patriarchal relationships# 

which run through the whole life history documents, and 

in his conception of his own role. This basic wish pro

duces in him attitudes of self-confidence.---it the 

minister fails to appear, he will preach; if the doctor 

is not on hand he will deliver the child; if the vete

narian is not to be reached, he will perform the opera

tion on a fine cow; and when death results he will men

tion that it would have died anyway. In addition to 

self-confidence will be foumd the inability to recog

nize the rights of others, self-assurance and self-suf

ficiency. 

Signs or conflicts in his personality other than 

those mentioned do not occur until the final years of 

the recordings, when the War situation breaks down his 

experimental philosophy, and leaves him adrift. It's 

hard for him to "understand. the President's Inaugural". 

Why? He has bad no conception of' the failure of 

rightly constituted authority or of divisions of opinion 

among those exercising this authority. The slavery ques

tion left him quite cold, and the idea of nullification 

of law was abhorent 1n its entirety. He had nothing on 
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which to rely save his own conceptions of his role and 

his "looking glass selt" as Cooley has called it, and 

neither of these include any interruption ot the 1tatus 

g'll;.Q_. 

We have stated that this study is concerned with 

life history material in its organization and concep

tualization. Also that this material furnishes, in the 

main, the frame of reference for the study. Within that 

:frame we have set individual behavior, as related to 

primary and secondary groups, institutional relation

ships, and personality development. This has been done 

with the purpose of picturing, through the medium or a 

naive document, specific patterns of community life, by 

means of an analysis of a large part of the life history 

of one man. In this ma~ner setting forth those social 

processes and cultural patterns predominant in an early 

American community. 
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