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Introduction 

Praises work of Catholic chaplains and sisters, 13-14 

Projects supported by Martin J. Spalding, 14-15 

Importance chaplain and sisters serving in the Confederacy, 15-16 

List of chaplain, 16-18 

Letters approving the work, McClellan, Burnside, Hooker, Meade, Rosecrans, Sheridan, 

McDowell, Hancock, Col. William F. Barry, Lorenzo Thomas, H. G. Wright, C. C. Augur, 

Robert E. Lee, Beauregard, George W. Pepper, William Hammond, Samuel De Camp, 19-34 

 

Chapter I-III  Rev. J. F. Trecy, Chaplain, 4th U.S. Cavalry 

Hospitals in Huntsville, 38 

Knights of the Golden Circle, 39 

Indian territory, 40 

Huntsville, hospitals, Federals suspected him of secession sympathies, visited Confederate 

hospitals,  41ff 

Funeral of a Federal soldier, 47 

Difficulties in Tuscumbia, 47-49 

Rosecrans, 51ff 

Corinth, 52 

Hearing confessions, 52 

Suspected of being a spy, Roddey, 

Goes to Corinth to be with Confederate wounded, Nashville hospitals, 56 

Stones River, mass, Rosecrans, 59-63  

Hospitals, 63 

Wounded captain, 63-65 

Ill on retreat from McMinnville, rode in ambulance, became chaplain, 4th U.S. Cavalry, 67 

River, Father Tracey met at Confederate Lt., wounded, from 12 and 13th Louisiana; gave him 

several sips of whiskey, helped him to sit under a tree and heard his confession, 62 

Detached to Nashville hospitals, 68 

Conversion of a soldiers, Tracey was generally on detached service and did not become a 

chaplain in a particular regiment; detached hospitaisl in Nashville; then want back front in spring 

of 1863 and held a mission; “The sermon was so very effective that the next morning a young 

man, a non-Catholic, on seeing the large number of his comrades going to Communion, thought 

that he should go too.  The orderly Sergt., of his Company, a good and a pious man, was terribly 

shocked at the occurrence and called the soldier to an account.  The poor fellow wept like a 

child.  The Sergeant communicated the facts to the priest who at once sent for the young man 

and asked him about the affair.  The soldier said, ‘Father I want to save my soul as well as the 

other men.’  ‘Yes, but you are not a Catholic.’  ‘Well father I believe all you and that priest have 

said, just the same as any other man in the regiment.’  ‘Be not troubled my young friend,’ said 

the priest, ‘God has given us his own wise ways of doing things often times.’” Father Tracy gave 

young a man a catechism that he committed to memory in a few days;   Father Tracy also 

converted a young man shortly before he was executed, 68 
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Counseled with deserters about to be executed, 69 

Play a trick on a woman, 70-71 

Huntsville, prevented buildings being destroyed and arrests, welcomed by slaves, 72 

Bridgeport, Tracey and old Irish woman, 73 

Tracey had narrow escapes, 75 

Later a roving mission in the army, 76 

Atlanta campaign, 76 

Hood, Franklin, 76 

Carrier, chaplain, 6th Missouri Cav,, Grant, Sherman, --in hospitals near Vicksburg would ask 

each soldier about wound or illness; would let patient see cross around his neck that identified 

him as a priest; found only 12 Catholics out of 135 patients; was under fire with General General 

Logan, 94-96 

Visited Sister on Hospital boat,  

Sherman on ride around lines; also heard confessions on boats and said mass;, 83ff 

, near Vicksburg, June 21, 1863 rose, heard confessions, said Mass and gave medals to those 

who took communion; General Sherman, Ewing and Steele  funeral rites for a young drummer, 

102 

Vicksburg mine, 105 

Horrors of the hospital, 106-7 

 

June 28--met a young Protestant woman approached him after he visited a Catholic family a 

Major Cook; she asked for instruction in Catholic religion; she had read many religious books 

and was dissatisfied with Protestantism; instructed Miss Bolles on June 29 and on June 30 she 

seemed especially penitent; , 108ff 

Surrender of Vicksburg, 111 

near Vicksburg,  July 5, 1863--Diary--awoke with thought that now Vicksburg was ours; heard 

confessions and celebrated mass; went into town and met two priests who had been in city--one 

said a low mass and preached a sermon; , 113-114 

Pulling down comfortable quarters, 114-15 

Confederate works in Vicksburg, 115-16 

Journey to Jackson, 116-19 

 

Rev. C. Christy, Chaplain, 78th Pennsylvania 

Biography background, 123-24 

Selected chaplain, 125 

Tents, disease, 126 

Nearly drowned in a river crossing, canoe, 127-28 

Stones River, 128-29 

Church, mass, religious fervor, 129 

War allayed anti-Catholic prejudice, 129-30 

Tullahoma campaign, 130-31 

Rossville, conversion and baptism of a dying Confederate, 131-32 

Winter quarters, 132 

Newspaper notice of Father Christy, 133-35 

Atlanta campaign, Christy had trouble crossing Etowah River, 135-36 

New Hope Church, 136-37 
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Christy in battle of Atlanta with sword, 137 

Thomas Scully, Chaplain, 9th Massachusetts Infantry 

Irish priest and Irish soldier, 142-44 

Enlistment, soldiers amazed at his age, first mass, 144-46 

Biographical background, 147-48 

Meeting of army chaplains, many Protestants, he spurned their interest in rank and pay, 149-51 

Men raised money for a chapel tent, 152 

Duties, rosary, 153 

First soldier death in regiment, funeral, 153 

Father Thomas Scully of 9th Mass. Heard in  a dry ditch at Bull Run heard confessions of 69th 

N.Y.—did not bow his body or his head as bullets flew, 154 

Yorktown, Peninsula, 154ff 

Gaines’s Mill, 155 

Malvern Hill, taken prisoner, 155—56 

Ran into some problems with southern Catholics, 156 

Heard confessions, hospital visits, 157 

Soldier pay and defiance of robbers, 157-58 

Father Thomas Scully of 9th Mass.—very active in suppressing gambling and once ripped into a 

tent filled with gamblers and broke up their game, 158-59 

Peter J. Tissot, chaplain, 37th New York Infantry 

Biographical background, 164-65 

Fell into military life, soldiers trusted him with their possessions, 165-66 

Present during and after battle, 166 

Very social and congenial, 167 

Altar, flag raising, Israel Richardson, prayer, 168-69 

Thomas Willett, chaplain, 69th New York 

Irish Brigade, 172ff 

Disciplined troops from the beginning, 173 

Camp near Washington, first mass in Virginia, 174 

Canvas church, 172 

Claims that Father Willett, S.J., chaplain 69th New York, Ch. 12—was a strong influence against 

drinking profanity and gambling, 174 

Soldiers pay, 175 

Endurance and bravery, 175 

Protestant officers praised Catholic chaplains, 176 

Look after regiment when paid in New York, 177 

C. L. Eagan, Chaplain, 9th Massachusetts Infantry 

Need for a priest for two soldiers condemned to be executed, deserters, confessions, 182-83 

Becomes a chaplain, 184 

Winter 1863-64—visited regiment in Fifth Corps, 184 

Ministers to wounded during Overland campaign, 184-85 

Paul E. Gillen, chaplain, 170th New York Infantry 

Chapter 14—Father Paul E. Gillen (much about his drinking problem in other sources;  

Served throughout the war; many friends among the generals; met with troops near Alexandria— 

Held mass near Alexandria, women, 191 

Had trouble carrying altar about in the heat, McClellan, 192 
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Charles P. Stone, 193 

Ball’s Bluff, 195 

Visited regiments in winter quarters, 196 

Washington, Christmas mass, 197 

Father James Dillon, 198 

Gillen’s carriage, 199 

Suffolk, 199 

Exposed in heat of battle, 201 

Ring bell to call men to mass, 201 

at one point found men in line of battle and colonel told them kneel if they were Catholic to 

received Gillen’s blessing but many Protestants knelt as well;   

Rev. Innocent A. Bergath 

Priest in East Tennessee congregregations 

Biographical background, 206 

Visited Confederate hospitals around Chattanooga, 207 

Rosecrans, Chickamauga, 208 

Peaceful missions to Federals and Confederates alike, 208 

Peter C. Cooney, chaplain, 35th Indiana Infantry 

Biographical background, 212-13 

Soldiers thought Cooney was always where he was needed, 213-14 

Counsels with a soldier condemned to death but Cooney won him a reprieve, 215-16 

Got men to save money to send home rather than spend it on drink and tobacco, 216-17 

Guerrillas, 218 

Marching and suffering, 218-20 

Perryville, 220-22 

Mutiny, 221-22 

Thomas Brady, chaplain, 15th Michigan Infantry 

Biographical background, 226 

Work in camp, 227 

Wounded German and Irishman, 227-28 

Tullahoma campaign, Confederate woman, 228-29 

Heathenish wounded man asked to join church, 229-30 

William Corby, chaplain, 88th New York Infantry 

Becomes a chaplain, 234 

Soldiers comforted by the sacraments, 235 

Butler said chaplains were a nuisance except the Catholic ones, strong critique of preaching, 235-

38 

Christmas, 238-40 

Chapel, 239 

Peninsula campaign, Seven Days, 240-42 

Chaplain duties, 242 

Fredericksburg, 243-44 

Chancellorsville, 244 

Gettysburg, 244-45 

Louis-Hippolyte Gache, chaplain, 10th Louisiana Infantry 

Peninsula campaign, 251 
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Only Catholic chaplain on the Peninsula, visited many different camps, 251 

Mocked by Protestants but many became converts, 251 

Spent more time in fields than in hospitals, 252 

Conversion of mortally wounded Connecticut soldiers, 253 

Malvern Hill, 254 

Hospitals, 254 

Conversions of hospital patients, 255-56 

Priests and Sister of Charity helped alleviate sectarian prejudice in the hospitals, 256-57 

Sisters of Charity, work greatly respected by Protestants, 257-58 

Attended many dying patients, 259 

Rude soldier comes around, 260-61 

Rev. Charles P. Heuzé 

Pastor, St. Paul’s Vicksburg, siege, 263-67 

James Sheeran, chaplain, 14th Louisiana Infantry, just condensed excerpts from the Diary, later 

published in full, 270-320 

Sisters in the army, 324-37 

Sisters in Army first met “scoffs, the sneers, and even the insults” but were not deterred; 

Protestant soldiers impressed by serve of sisters and prejudice was reduced; sisters worked as 

nurses without regard to religion of their patients; hard to collect information on sister who are 

shy and modest. 

Sisters of Mercy, Charleston, 329-51 

--attended wounded Federal prisoners in hospitals; made no religious distinctions; dealing with 

time of attack on Fort Fisher and great shortage in Charleston; kindness weakened anti-Catholic 

prejudice; one sister converted a young man who had no religion--judged Catholicism by the acts 

of this sister; she brought a priest to baptize the young man; many soldier letters in this chapter 

testify to good works of sister; soldiers presented testimony to Sisters in effort for Sisters to get 

Federal compensation for destruction of their convent by artillery fire; testimonial letters, pass 

from Beauregard 

 Sisters of Mount S. Vincent, Cincinnati, 353-61 

usual claims of no distinction made between Catholic and Protestant; treated at Sisters’ hospital 

in Cincinnati and even their chapel became a ward; also sent to battlefields of Shiloh; men 

claimed sisters were like mothers to them; Camp Dennison 

Stones River sick and wounded, 356 

Service of the sisters in Nashville, 356-39 

Testimony of one Union soldiers, 359-60 

Mount St. Vincent, St. Joseph’s Military Hospital;363-78 

 letters of praise about the sisters’ work sent to the War Department; this all in New York; 

hospital in Central Park; resolutions and correspondence praising their work;  

Mass for sister who died treating soldiers, 369-71 

Surgeon General wanted Sisters of Charity to serve as nurses in New York Hospital, 372 

Thanksgiving, 372-73 

Sisters of Mercy, St. Louis, 379 

spent much time visiting sick and wounded; no regular chaplain for hospitals or prisoners; many 

Confederate prisoners and refugees, treated all alike regardless of religion, country or politics; 

men would asked to be baptized in the sisters’ religion, soldiers would watch how sisters treated 

various patients and would ask about this and sisters would reply that their faith had them serve 
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everyone; “So far as I have been able to learn, all the non-Catholic ladies and ministers who 

endeavored to help the soldiers, required in them similarity of political platform, that they would 

read such religious books or tracts as they supplied, and some would not help a Northerner, 

others would not converse with a secessionist.  One of the Sisters, who spent four years in the 

military Hospital, chiefly in Mississippi, gives it as her experience, that Protestant of any 

denomination whatever had no influence on the soldiers.” P. 383  soldiers had no confidence in 

them; doctors thought sisters were only volunteer nurses of any worth;  

Sisters of Mercy in St. Louis --one young man dying of typhoid fever told sister he never been 

baptized but had been a bad man; sister told soldier about thief on the cross and so the dying man 

asked to be baptized with tears flowing; others greatly influenced by sister to become devout and 

believed they recovered because of sisters’ prayers; young man dying of consumption and 

condemned to be death for desertion asked to be baptized, p. 386 

Sisters of Mercy, New York, 390-96 

Sisters of Mercy—North Carolina--traveled to Beaufort in summer of 1862 to work in hospital; 

Burnside campaign,  horrible disorder and heat--contrary to usual conditions of these troops from 

New England; sisters simply quiet did their duty to counter prevailing religious prejudices; did 

not preach or challenge non-Catholics men recanted of their prejudices and hated it when sisters 

left; great effect of sisters on the soldiers and former slaves, 395-96 

Sisters of Mercy in New York continued--Unitarian ministers inspecting hospitals confessed to 

be surprised that sisters had not been persecuting Protestant soldiers; one soldier found that 

Protestant minister could not properly prepare him for death--read scripture and prayed but 

soldier could do that himself; p. 397-99 

Gettysburg, soldier and burial of a Confederate chaplain, 399-400 

Picket firing and prayer to the Virgin Mary, 400-1 

Letter to Sisters of Mercy about a soldier’s last moments, 404 

Letter from Anna Pullin, Harnedsville, Pa. January 25, 1863 to a Sister of Mercy--wanted to 

know about her husband’s dying moments, if he was conscious, if he was prepared to meeting 

God; hard to think he had to die far away from home;  405-6 

Letter from fiancé of soldier who had died being cared for by Sisters of Mercy, 406-7 

Sister of the Holy Cross 

Notes how many letters have been received from loved ones recounting the  kindnesses of the 

sisters of Charity to wounded and ill men in hospitals; sisters have been very modest about their 

own work;  

In charge of military hospitals at Paducah, Kentucky, Belmont. 412 

One Protestant chaplain said a certain sister seemed to be in the hospital all the time, 413-14 

Treated the wounded from Fort Donelson, 414-15 

Sisters helped prepare soldiers for death, 415-16 

Wounded soldiers from Shiloh, 416-17 

Soldier whose parents were Unitarians, wanted to be baptized, 417-18 

Death of soldier from typhoid with no priest present, 418 

Sisters said prayers for the dying, 418-19 

Cooking, 419 

Removing patients from the boat, 421 

Mound City, rising water, 422 

Sister of Charity working in hospitals at Louisville, 423 

Soldier at Cairo hospital noted his much improved view of Catholics, 424 
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Overcoming prejudice of the surgeons, 424-25 

Attack on Fort Charles on White River, 425 

Explosion of gunboat Mound City, 425-28 

Wounded Confederate with medal of the Virgin, 426\ 

Mound City hospital, 428-29 

Memphis, 429 

Defiant dying patient becomes penitent, 430 

  


