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Nicolay, Helen.  Personal Traits of Abraham Lincoln.  New York:  Century Co., 1912. 

 

Lincoln:  The Man and His Nature, family background not that important, know little about his 

education, 3-11 

Stories and anecdotes, sudden transitions from grave to humorous, generally short, always told 

stories in the same way, stories were always apt, used appropriate figures of speech,14-35 

Ability to condense important points, strong reasoning power, 36 

Lincoln hated it when he could not understand what people were talking about, 37-38 

Practical solutions, 39 

Not short road to knowledge—work, work, work—Lincoln sought to master Euclid, 40-1 

Lincoln the lawyer, partners, 41-43 

Congress a great help to personal development, 43-46 

Alexander Stephens, 45 

Lincoln and slavery, Kansas-Nebraska Act, studied the question deeply, Douglas, 47-62 

Start with democratic equality, ambition, family, teachers, reading, early life, studied local 

politics closely, 63-78 

Eighth Judicial Circuit, Lincoln the lawyer, many anecdotes from circuit, David Davis, 79-96 

Lincoln and money, failure as a merchant, surveying, postmaster, low fees, helped friends in 

need, Chase, 97-116 

Douglas, debates, 117-26 

Cooper Union speech, 126-28 

Lincoln as presidential candidate, 128-50 

Lincoln journey to Washington, inauguration, 151-72 

Life at the White House, 173ff 

Fort Sumter, compromise, Greeley, 173-77 

Nicolay conversation with Lincoln, October 2, 1861, Cameron, Chase, finances, 177-79 

Pressure, gloom, 180 

Officer seekers, 182-86 

Signing commissions, 189 

Correspondence, 189-91 

Mood grew darker, Lincoln laughed less often, 191-92 

Hospitals, 192-94 

Inventors and inventions, 194-95 

Flag raisings and reviews, 195-97 

Lincoln family, Mary Lincoln, Robert, Willie, Tad, Lincoln enjoyed children, spontaneous joy, 

eating, drinking, brave under fire, not concerned for his own safety, 198-233 

Lincoln and the cabinet, Seward, Cameron, Chase, cabinet did not always appreciate his humor, 

234-42 

Lincoln and criticism, Sumner, 248-53 

Lincoln and generals, Grant, McClellan, 253-56 

Daily receptions of plain people, 257ff 

Gained news by talking to people, 258 

Welcomed East Tennessee Unionists, 261 

Stories and humor to ease saying “no”, 262 

Ministers came giving advice, 264-66 

Medill, delegation from Chicago complaining about their draft quota, 266-69 
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Robert Dale Owen presented important amnesty information to Lincoln, 270-71 

Patience with women visitors and petitioners, 271-77 

Lincoln sympathy for soldiers, court martial cases, 277-88 

Reelection, Lincoln thought blunder of Democrats war failure platform helped him, 289 

Hay and Nicolay much interested in Lincoln’s reelection, Chase, Frémont, Cameron, Thaddeus 

Stevens, blind memorandum, 290-314 

Visited hospitals, 291 

A forgiving man, a Quaker spirit, avoided quarreling, 317-336 

Lincoln employed both head and heart in emancipation, saw slavery as wrong, restoration of the 

Union, not mere conquest of the South, merciful toward Indians, prisoners, 337-58 

Lincoln the writer, both vernacular and majestic prose, knew the Bible, Blackstone, and 

Shakespeare, enjoyed the tragedies and histories, 359-76 

False Lincoln quotation, 380 

 

 

 

 

 

 


