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3.  Listen to the Gentle Wind 
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Trail of Angels 

In ancient China, a shooting star was known as a “trail of angels.”  This melody is associated 

with the loss of a loved one who has passed on. Performed here on oboe and piano, it was 

originally scored for flute and piano by Chen Yue. 

 

Golden Cloud 

Based on a melody from the Silk and Bamboo tradition, this arrangement by Erik Larson is for 

oboe and Chinese flower pot drum, Cambodian sko daey style.  It is in multiple sections, with 

each section increasing in speed and complexity.  With a nod toward the improvisatory nature of 

Silk and Bamboo style, the sko daey part was improvised for this recording, as were the 

ornaments in the oboe part. 

 

Listen to the Gentle Wind 

Listen to the Gentle Wind is scored for oboe, string quartet, flute, bass clarinet, piano, percussion 

I and percussion II, in a chamber adaptation of Yang Shi and Yang Cenghu’s work, made 

possible by Yang Xi.  Passages of slow melodic lines alternate with passages of improvised 

percussion. 

 

Perpetual Spring 

Perpetual Spring is a folksong from Jiangsu, the coastal province north of Shanghai, which is 

renowned for its gardens.  The original melody, sixteen measures in length and processional in 

nature, is presented in the first section with minimal ornamentation.  In this arrangement by Erik 

Larson, the traditional three-part form is followed, where each section is progressively more 

ornamented. 

 

Women of Flowers 

Women of Flowers is scored for oboe, string quartet, flute, bass clarinet, piano, percussion I and 

percussion II.  This chamber adaptation by Mark Turner of  Chen Yaochuan and Jiang Ying’s 



arrangement was made possible by Yang Xi.  The title refers to the traditional Asian practice of 

women adorning themselves with flowers. 

 

Butterfly lovers 

Butterfly Lovers is scored for oboe and piano.  It appears on this recording with the kind 

permission of the arranger, Shuwen Zhang.  The melody is from the ShaoXing Opera about the 

lovers Liang Shanbo and Zhu Yingtai, who were ultimately turned into two butterflies. 

 

Jasmine Flower 

Jasmine Flower is a Jiangsu folk song.  It is classified as a xiaodiao, a type of stock melody that 

has specifically become popular in urban areas.  Based on an arrangement for violin and piano, it 

has been adapted here for oboe and used in this recording with the permission of the original 

arranger, Keith Terrett.  It is in three-part form with slow introduction and codetta. 

 

Song of Four Seasons 

Song of Four Seasons is scored for oboe and piano, and is recorded here with the permission of 

the arranger, Shuwen Zhang.  It begins with an improvised, suona-like section in the oboe part.  

After the introduction, a three-part Western form with a metrically contrasting middle section 

presents the two main melodic ideas. 

 

Golden Breaks the Dawn 

Golden Breaks the Dawn is arranged by Mark Turner, and calls for oboe, string quartet, flute, 

bass clarinet, and piano.   It is a folk melody originally composed by Hu Te-an in 1934.   

 

Dance of the Yao Tribe 

Dance of the Yao Tribe is scored for oboe, string quartet, flute, bass clarinet, piano, percussion I 

and percussion II.  This adaptation by Mark Turner of Liú Tiêshān and Māo Yuán’s arrangement  

was made possible by Yang Xi.  Dance of the Yao Tribe is one of the most popular pieces of 

Chinese folk music internationally, and it appears in many versions and arrangements. 


