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Genocide, the deliberate elimination of a race, religious 
group, or gender, occurs more often than expected. Com-
monly known genocides include persecutions against the 
Cambodians, Rwandans, Armenians, and the European 
Jews; however, there are many lesser known attacks, includ-
ing those against the Alevi Kurds of Turkey in 1937 and the 
Aboriginal Australians in the early 1900s. Here, Rachel K. 
Fischer has collected a suite of materials that are of use to 
academic and research libraries; however, many of these items 
should be considered for adoption by small and large pub-
lic libraries as well. Though grim, the topic is important in 
American and international history. Fischer became interested 
in studying the Holocaust, genocide, and human rights as a 
child because of her Jewish background.—Editor

G enocide is an unfortunate tactic used in the con-
quest and colonization of lands and people. It is a 
form of massacre that constitutes ethnic cleansing, 
allowing the invading army to take control of the 

government. While readers may know about the Holocaust or 
have heard about the recent genocides in Rwanda and Darfur, 
it is not uncommon for them to be unaware of the genocide 
the Turkish committed against the Armenian, Greek, and 
Syrian Christians or the atrocities committed against Native 
Americans in both North and South America. Many cultures 
openly deny that genocide has occurred in their countries. 
The American lifestyle is so far removed from that of war 
torn countries, like the former Yugoslavia or certain regions 
in Africa that lack running water and electricity, that it can 
be difficult to comprehend what daily life there is like. The 
politics of intervention, or lack thereof, are controversial on 
an international level and are a primary topic of many of the 
recommended books here.

When selecting titles, it is important to expand one’s focus 
from the Jewish Holocaust and include all situations of geno-
cide. Some universities have paved the way for future studies 
by creating genocide studies programs with the hope of being 
able to intervene and prevent future atrocities. Additionally, 
some libraries have sponsored genocide-focused special col-
lections. Gendercide, the massacre of select genders, is less 
common. One example consists of women being raped to 
produce children while simultaneously being kept in con-
centration camps; men are killed. These scenarios occurred 
in Bosnia in the 1990s. Some cultures even appear to have 
escaped criminal prosecution for the genocide committed, 
such as the Indonesian massacres in East Timor, the Belgian 
massacres in Congo, or the German massacres committed by 
the Second Reich in Namibia. 

Rachel k. Fischer, Guest Columnist

Rachel K. Fischer finished her MLIS at Dominican 
University in River Forest, IL in May 2013 and has a 
Bachelor’s in Fine Arts from Columbia College in Chicago, 
IL. She is currently employed as a Copy Cataloger by 
Baker and Taylor’s Customized Library Services.

Correspondence concerning this column 
should be addressed to Kelly Myer Polacek, 
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The issue of genocide appears in both fiction and nonfic-
tion. Fictional books about genocide include historical fic-
tion, literary fiction, science fiction, and fantasy.

Nonfiction writings include history books, essays, and 
personal accounts, such as biographies and memoirs, some 
of which are published collectively as interviews. These ac-
counts have originated from multiple perspectives, including 
those of the criminal, the victim, and the observing journalist 
or military agent. The recommendations here include sus-
penseful, wrenching accounts that are at times inspirational; 
many of these books have been made into films.

Genocide is an important topic in adult, young adult, and 
juvenile literature. The following items should prove useful 
to both teenagers and adults for both academic and personal 
studies. These books were chosen for their applicability to 
a variety of interdisciplinary topics and should be strongly 
considered as sources for classroom assignments. They can be 
used as sources for information about the cultural, historical, 
gender, and international politics and policies of genocide, 
including the roles that the United Nations and other interna-
tional agencies play in these events. It is important that these 
events and individuals are never forgotten, and a library col-
lection that honors these tragic events is one that a university 
and community can be proud of. 

nonFICTIon bookS

General Resources
Mills, Nicolaus, and Kira Brunner, eds. The New Killing Fields: 
Massacre and the Politics of Intervention. New York: Basic 
Books, 2002 (ISBN: 9780465008049).

This collection of scholarly essays discusses the military 
interventions of the United States and United Nations. Ar-
ticles include discussions of humanitarian aid, peacekeeping, 
and human rights as they relate to genocides in Yugoslavia, 
Rwanda, and East Timor.

Gellately, Robert, and Ben Kiernan, eds. The Specter of Geno-
cide: Mass Murder in Historical Perspective. Cambridge: Cam-
bridge University Press, 2003 (ISBN: 0521820634).

This book contains essays by international scholars on 
genocides around the world including those in Armenia, 
Cambodia, Rwanda, North America, and Guatemala. They 
address political situations and ideologies and propose 
underlying themes to explain how genocide occurs. These 
expert perspectives are an excellent addition for any library 
collection.

Jones, Adam, ed. Gendercide and Genocide. Nashville, TN: 
Vanderbilt University Press, 2004 (ISBN: 9780826514455).

The term gendercide was introduced in 1985 as a way to 
describe gender-selective mass murder. Jones offers interdis-
ciplinary perspectives on war, history, and gender studies. 
This is one of the first books to include essays on the geno-
cide of males. 

Kiernan, Ben. Blood and Soil: A World History of Genocide and 
Extermination from Sparta to Darfur. New Haven: Yale Univer-
sity Press, 2007 (ISBN: 9780300144253).

Covering genocides from classical Greece to the pres-
ent day, this history provides in-depth coverage of all major 
worldwide genocide events, including Nazi Germany, Stalin’s 
mass murders, Cambodia, and Rwanda. Due to its compre-
hensiveness, this book could be used as a textbook in an 
introductory genocide studies course or as a supplement to 
the textbook in a history or political science course.

Prunier, Gerard. Africa’s World War: Congo, the Rwandan Geno-
cide, and the Making of a Continental Catastrophe. New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2009 (ISBN: 9780195374209). 

The entire sub-Saharan region of Africa has been in tur-
moil following the Rwandan genocide of 1994, and this his-
tory book describes the many contemporary wars that have 
occurred there since then. It places the events of Rwanda 
within the context of the political situation of the entire re-
gion and describes how and why corruption in other parties 
and countries followed. It is an excellent resource for those 
libraries with an emphasis on African studies.

Armenia
Balakian, Grigoris. Armenian Golgotha: A Memoir of the Arme-
nian Genocide, 1915–1918. New York: Vintage Books, 2009 
(ISBN: 9781400096770).

Balakian was arrested, deported, and lived as a fugitive 
during the Armenian genocide. This memoir includes his 
observations of the horrible experiences suffered by the Ar-
menians. It is an excellent resource for students interested in 
personal accounts related to the Armenian genocide and how 
the victims survived.

Miller, Donald E., and Lorna Touryan Miller. Survivors: An 
Oral History of the Armenian Genocide. Berkeley: University of 
California Press, 1993 (ISBN: 9780520219564).

The authors interviewed one hundred survivors of the 
Armenian genocide, including members of their own fam-
ily. The book includes personal accounts of how individuals 
survived as well as an analysis of political situations at the 
time. This is an excellent resource on coping with trauma 
and devastation.

Suny, Ronald Grigor, Fatma Muge Gocek, and Norman M. 
Naimark, eds. A Question of Genocide: Armenians and Turks at 
the End of the Ottoman Empire. New York: Oxford University 
Press, 2011 (ISBN: 9780195393743).

This is one of the most up-to-date collections of essays on 
the Armenian genocide by Armenian and Turkish scholars. 
Many Armenians believe the facts related to this genocide 
have been denied or distorted over the years. This book will 
help readers understand the political situation within the 
Ottoman Empire as well as the variables that surrounded 
World War I.



volume 52, issue 4  |   Summer 2013 293

Genocide

Bosnia
Sudetic, Chuck. Blood and Vengeance: One Family’s Story of the 
War in Bosnia. New York: W.W. Norton & Co., 1998 (ISBN: 
0393046516).

As a foreign correspondent for the New York Times, 
Sudetic told the personal story of his wife’s family’s experi-
ence surviving the Bosnian genocide. The author’s narrative 
reaches back to the Battle of Kosovo in 1389. It is an excellent 
historical reference about the former Yugoslavia. 

Leydesdorff, Selma. Surviving the Bosnian Genocide: The Women 
of Srebrenica Speak. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 
2011 (ISBN: 9780253356697).

This book includes the testimony of sixty women who 
survived the genocide of Muslims in the city of Srebrenica. 
Their stories include accounts of daily life before the war, 
events related to the massacre, and how they survived. This 
book gives these women a voice.

Rieff, David. Slaughterhouse: Bosnia and the Failure of the West. 
New York: Touchstone, 1995 (ISBN: 9780684819037).

This is Rieff’s investigation into the roles that the United 
States, the United Nations, and Europe played during the war 
and genocide in Bosnia. The author feels that the international 
community failed to prevent the violence and genocide in 
Srebrenica and presents significant evidence here to support 
that claim.

Cambodia
Pran, Dith, ed. Children of Cambodia’s Killing Fields: Memoirs 
by Survivors. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1997 (ISBN: 
9780300078732).

This book contains the memoirs of twenty-nine individu-
als who survived the Khmer Rouge regime. Just children at 
the start of the revolution, they lived in labor camps, wit-
nessed genocide, suffered atrocities, and lived to tell these 
compelling stories. The book is an important inclusion for 
academic library collections.

Short, Philip. Pol Pot: Anatomy of a Nightmare. New York: 
Henry Holt and Company, 2004 (ISBN: 9780805080063).

Philip Short met the leader of the Khmer Rouge, Pol Pot, 
in 1975. His book describes the political situation related to 
Pol Pot’s reign, the Khmer Rouge’s revolution, and Pol Pot’s 
distorted utopian vision that led to the massacre of one mil-
lion people in Cambodia. 

Ung, Loung. First They Killed My Father: A Daughter of Cam-
bodia Remembers. New York: Harper Collins Publishers, 2000 
(ISBN: 9780060856267).

This is the memoir of the daughter of a high-ranking 
Cambodian government official who was murdered by the 
Khmer Rouge. She survived in a labor camp and was trained 
as a child soldier, ultimately escaping to Thailand with her 
brother four years later. The memoir is a captivating personal 

account of one child’s survival experience and her observa-
tions and reflections on the Khmer Rouge genocide. 

Congo
Hochschild, Adam. King Leopold’s Ghost: A Story of Greed, Ter-
ror, and Heroism in Colonial Africa. New York: Mariner Books, 
1998 (ISBN: 9780618001903).

King Leopold of Belgium established colonial power in 
the African Congo and was ultimately responsible for the 
death of ten million Africans there. His primary interest was 
profiting from the abundant rubber crop. Hochschild also 
tells the story of Edmund Morel who became an investigative 
journalist after stumbling upon Leopold’s doings and ulti-
mately made the United States aware of the ongoing atrocities. 

Darfur
Cheadle, Don, and John Prendergast. Not on Our Watch: The 
Mission to End Genocide in Darfur and Beyond. New York: Hy-
perion Books, 2007 (ISBN: 1401303358).

Coauthored by actor and human rights activist Don 
Cheadle, this book offers strategies to educate the public 
about genocide and methods to raise funds to help its vic-
tims. It is an excellent resource for the human rights groups 
on campus or in the community. Individuals wishing to read 
more about the impact activists can have will find this book 
beneficial as well. 

Hari, Daoud. The Translator: A Tribesman’s Memoir of Darfur. 
New York: Random House, 2008 (ISBN: 9780812979176).

A native of Darfur, Sudan, Hari worked there as a transla-
tor for foreign investigators and journalists. His family’s vil-
lage was burned, and many villagers were killed. He returned 
and interviewed more than one thousand villagers, assem-
bling their stories with his own. His memoir is suspenseful 
and moving and is an excellent primary resource to learn 
more about the crimes that occurred in Darfur.

Prunier, Gerard. Darfur: A 21st Century Genocide. Ithaca, NY: 
Cornell University Press, 2005 (ISBN: 9780801475030).

This book explains the history of the political, economic, 
ethnic, and religious influences that led to the genocide in 
Darfur. The author’s expert analysis of the situation offers an 
excellent understanding of the situation in Sudan and the is-
sues that contribute to genocidal behavior.

East Timor
Nevins, Joseph. A Not-So-Distant Horror: Mass Violence in East 
Timor. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2005 (ISBN: 
9780801489846).

Nevins tells the history of Indonesia’s rule of the island of 
East Timor and the violence and genocide that has occurred 
there. He examines the political situation, the role that the 
United Nations played, the power struggle within the country, 
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and the resulting violence. It is an excellent book describing 
colonialism and genocide in Asia. 

Guatemala
Higonnet, Etelle. Quiet Genocide: Guatemala 1981–1983. 
New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers, 2009 (ISBN: 
9781412807968).

As a researcher for Human Rights Watch, Higonnet has 
intimate knowledge of the events of the Guatemalan genocide. 
He reports the historical, legal, and political issues related to 
the genocide that occurred in Guatemala between 1981 and 
1983. Additionally, he examines the role played by the United 
Nations as well as how international human rights law has af-
fected this problem. This book is useful for anyone researching 
South America and International Human Rights Laws. 

Nazi Germany
Frank, Anne. The Diary of a Young Girl: The Definitive Edition. 
New York: Doubleday, 1991 (ISBN: 9780307594006).

Originally published in 1947, this is the famous diary of 
an adolescent Jewish girl who lived in hiding for two years 
before her family was caught by the Nazis and deported to 
Auschwitz. This modern version includes approximately 30 
percent more text than was originally published in 1947 and 
provides a richer account of Anne’s experiences. This book 
should be included in all libraries. 

Hitler, Adolf. Mein Kampf. New York: Houghton Mifflin, 
1971/1939 (ISBN: 0395078016).

Written by the man responsible for initiating the Holo-
caust, Mein Kampf is the publication Hitler used to spread 
his beliefs. Readers can refer to this primary resource for 
information on the Nazis’ racist agenda to eliminate the Jew-
ish population.

Höss, Rudolf. Death Dealer: The Memoirs of the SS Kom-
mandant at Auschwitz. Translated by Andrew Pollinger. Ed-
ited by Steven Paskuly. New York: Da Capo, 1996 (ISBN: 
9780306806988).

This is the autobiography of the commanding Nazi officer 
in charge of Auschwitz. It is one of the best publications docu-
menting the atrocities and genocide of the Holocaust from the 
perpetrator’s perspective. It includes information about the 
Nazis’ attempt to exterminate the world’s Jewish population 
and the postwar trials. This is an excellent primary resource 
for an academic library collection. 

Levi, Primo. Survival in Auschwitz. New York: Touchstone, 
1996 (ISBN: 9789562915632).

Levi was an Italian Jew who was deported to Auschwitz 
during World War II. He spent ten months in this concen-
tration camp before it was liberated. This autobiography was 
first published in 1958. 

Wiesel, Elie. Night. Translated by Marion Wiesel. New York: 
Hill and Wang, 1972 (ISBN: 9780374500016).

Born a Jew in Hungary, Wiesel and his village were de-
ported to Auschwitz during World War II. His autobiography 
provides a vivid and graphic account of his experiences sur-
viving in a concentration camp as an adolescent. It includes 
an introduction by his wife and translator, Marion Wiesel.

China
Barenblatt, Daniel. A Plague Upon Humanity: The Hidden His-
tory of Japan’s Biological Warfare Program. New York: Perrenial, 
2005 (ISBN: 9780060933876).

This book chronicles the biological germ warfare program 
Japan developed to use against the Chinese between 1932 and 
1945. Approximately 250,000 individuals (including Ameri-
cans) were infected with viruses by doctors, nurses, and sci-
entists; many died. Barenblatt provides original research into 
this ghastly chapter in Japanese history and asserts that the 
US military was aware of this program. Somehow the culprits 
were not held accountable. This is an important resource for 
inclusion in academic libraries. 

Russia
Naimark, Norman M. Stalin’s Genocides. Princeton, NJ: Princ-
eton University Press, 2010 (ISBN: 9780691152387).

The author argues that when Stalin executed more than 
a million Russians, his crimes constituted genocide—a per-
spective not shared by some historians. In addition, millions 
of citizens were forced into labor, deported, and massacred 
between 1930 and his death in 1953. Much of this violence 
occurred in the Ukraine. Naimark offers comparisons be-
tween Stalin and Hitler, placing the Russian atrocities in 
perspective.

Rwanda
Dallaire, Romeo. Shake Hands with the Devil: The Failure of 
Humanity in Rwanda. New York: Carroll & Graf Publishers, 
2004 (ISBN: 9780786715107).

This is a memoir of the Canadian general who served as 
the force commander of the United Nations Assistance Mission 
for Rwanda. In his role attempting to help two warring parties 
achieve peace, he observed the killing of many Rwandans. Ad-
ditionally, this book was made into a film in 2007 starring Roy 
Dupuis. It is an outstanding resource for any library. 

Gourevitch, Philip. We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We 
Will be Killed With Our Families: Stories from Rwanda. New 
York: Picador, 1998 (ISBN: 9780312243357).

Gourevitch describes the account of the Rwandan gov-
ernment’s call for the Hutu to kill the Tutsi minority; more 
than 800,000 Tutsis died. Winner of the National Book Crit-
ics Circle Award for Nonfiction, this book is appropriate for 
public and academic libraries. 
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Hatzfeld, Jean. Machete Season: The Killers in Rwanda 
Speak. New York: Farrar, Straus, & Giroux, 2005 (ISBN: 
9780312425036).

The author, a journalist, traveled to Rwanda in 1994 af-
ter the genocidal civil war. Here he presents interviews with 
convicted criminals who describe their own pain and regret. 
These participants expect forgiveness upon release. This is 
an important reference for understanding the criminal mind.

Native Americans
Stannard, David E. American Holocaust: The Conquest of the 
New World. New York: Oxford University Press, 1992 (ISBN: 
9780195085570).

Between the 1490s and the 1890s, the natives of North 
and South America experienced violence caused by the Eu-
ropean colonizers that led to the death of nearly 100 million 
individuals. The author argues that these deaths should be 
considered genocide. He blames the Christian belief and at-
titude related to war and conquest during this time for the 
problems the natives experienced. This resource is well-suited 
for academic libraries. 

IMPoRTAnT FICTIon

Bohjalian, Chris. The Sandcastle Girls. New York: Random 
House, 2012 (ISBN: 9780385534796).

In this combination of historical, literary, and romance fic-
tion, Bohjalian tells the story of a woman who travels to Syria 
to provide medical aid to refugees of the Armenian genocide. 
There, she attempts to understand her family’s history and 
secrets. Bohjalian received positive reviews from a number of 
major sources, including Oprah, Library Journal, and Kirkus. 
This book is especially appropriate for public libraries and 
relevant for academic and research libraries as well.

Keneally, Thomas. Schindler’s List. New York: Simon & Schus-
ter, 1994 (ISBN: 9780671516888).

This work of fiction is based on the life of the German 
Oskar Schindler who rescued 1,300 Jews from their deaths 
in the Nazi gas chambers. Originally constructed from the 
testimony of the survivors, it was eventually made into an 
Academy Award-winning movie directed by Steven Spielberg. 
This text is highly recommended by Library Journal.

Pierce, Julian R. Speak Rwanda. New York: Picador, 1999 
(ISBN: 9780312276799).

This is a novel about ten Rwandan Hutus and Tutsis be-
fore, during, and after the violent war and massacres. The 
narrative brings to life the truth behind the headlines. This 
is a compelling story for any library.

Steel, Danielle. Echoes. New York: Delacorte Press, 2004 
(ISBN: 0385336349).

International best selling author Danielle Steel tells the 

story of three generations of a Jewish family that has intermar-
ried with a Catholic family. They struggle during both world 
wars and in the concentration camps. It is perfect for reading 
circles, public libraries, and academic libraries. 

REFEREnCE

Bartrop, Paul R. A Biographical Contemporary Encyclopedia of 
Genocide: Portraits of Evil and Good. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-
CLIO, 2012 (ISBN: 9780313386787).

This encyclopedia includes the biographies of interna-
tional political figures, humanitarian aid workers, and jour-
nalists who have played an important role in either causing 
genocide or assisting victims of genocide. It is an excellent 
resource for readers seeking clarification about important 
figures related to a genocide event that has occurred from the 
1970s to the present day. 

Totten, Samuel, and Paul R. Bartrop. Dictionary of Geno-
cide. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, Inc., 2008 (ISBN: 
9780313329678).

This comprehensive dictionary includes more than six 
hundred entries about events, individuals, and terms related 
to genocide. It provides basic definitions of genocidal events, 
political situations, political parties, and organizations, and it 
is also available as an electronic resource.

Shelton, Dinah L. Encyclopedia of Genocide and Crimes Against 
Humanity. Detroit: Macmillan Reference USA, 2005 (ISBN: 
0028658477).

Covering a variety of issues related to genocide and other 
major human rights crimes, this encyclopedia has 350 entries 
authored by experts in the field. This is an important addi-
tion to research and academic libraries. It is also available as 
an electronic resource.

SERIALS

Genocide Studies and Prevention. Toronto: University of Toron-
to Press, 2006–. 3/year. (ISSN: 19119933, online; 19110359, 
print). 

This peer-reviewed journal publishes articles that discuss 
prevention, intervention, and conflict management as they 
relate to genocide. This is the official publication of the Asso-
ciation of Genocide Scholars and is appropriate for academic 
and research libraries.

The Journal of Genocide Research. Abingdon, Oxfordshire: Car-
fax International Publishers, 1999–. 4/year. (ISSN: 14623528, 
print; 14699494, online). www.inogs.com.

This is the official journal of the International Network 
of Genocide Scholars, one of the largest scholarly organiza-
tions in the field. It offers articles on the legal, historical, 
sociological, and political events surrounding genocide. It is 



296 Reference & User Services Quarterly

thE AlERt COllECtOR

appropriate for academic and research libraries.

Journal of Holocaust Education. London: Frank Cass, 1995– 3/
year. (ISSN: 13591371).

This is an important resource for teachers with course 
goals that include understanding the Holocaust and genocide. 
The journal is appropriate for teachers and scholars, as well 
as students and the general reader interested in the history 
and current events of the Jewish experience. It includes book 
reviews, film commentary, and useful information on how to 
supplement a library collection. It is appropriate for academic 
and large public libraries. 

War Crimes, Genocide & Crimes Against Humanity. Altoona, 
PA: Pennsylvania State University, 2005– 2/year. (ISSN: 
1551322X, print; 15513238, online.) www.war-crimes.org.

Published by the Criminal Justice Program at Pennsylva-
nia State University, this scholarly journal is dedicated to the 
prevention of violations of international crimes and human 
rights law and emphasizes articles with a legal or criminal 
focus. Articles are relevant to the international community.

FEATURE AnD nonFEATURE FILMS

Armenia
The Armenian Genocide. Directed by Andrew Goldberg. 2005. 
Oregon Public Broadcasting: Two Cats Publishing. DVD.

This PBS special tells the entire story of the Armenian 
genocide by the Turkish during World War I. It features archi-
val footage of the events that has previously not been seen by 
the public and includes interviews with well-known experts, 
including author Peter Balakian. It is an important selection 
for research and academic collections. 

Cambodia
The Killing Fields. Directed by Roland Joffe. 1984. Burbank, 
CA: Warner Home Video, 2001. DVD. (ISBN: 0790749424).

This feature film was based on the true stories of journal-
ists Dith Pran and Sydney Schanberg. Pran, a Cambodian, 
was detained and imprisoned in a labor camp until the end 
of the war. A great dramatic production, it won three Acad-
emy Awards.

Darfur
Darfur Now: Six Stories, One Hope. Directed by Cathy Schul-
man. 2008. Burbank, CA: Warner Home Video. DVD. (ISBN: 
1419862510).

Academy Award–winning actor and activist Don Cheadle 
documents the stories of six international activists who at-
tempted to stop the violence in Darfur. It is a general resource 
on genocide and humanitarian aid and can be included in any 
library’s collection. 

The Devil Came on Horseback. Directed by Ricki Stern. 2007. 
New York: New Video Group. DVD. (ISBN: 1422901807).

Based on the book of the same title, this documentary 
portrays the violence in Darfur as seen through the eyes of 
Brian Steidle, a former United States Marine who was in the 
region to document the violence as an unarmed military ob-
server. It describes the Arab government’s impact in Sudan 
and the attempts that the United States and United Nations 
have made intervening in the conflict. This movie and its 
book are excellent primary resources on international inter-
vention. 

Germany
The Pianist. Directed by Roman Polanski. 2002. Universal 
City, CA: Universal. DVD. (ISBN: 078327856X).

Based on the autobiography of the same name, Roman Po-
lanski directs a moving story of a Polish Jew who survived the 
Holocaust by living in hiding in Warsaw. With international 
critical reception, the film won awards from the Academy 
Awards, the British Academy of Film and Television Arts, the 
Cannes Film Festival, and the Cesar Award in France.

Night and Fog. Directed by Alain Resnais. 1955. United States: 
Criterion Collection, 2003. DVD. (ISBN: 0780026942).

This early documentary about the Holocaust was made 
during a period when issues of responsibility about the Holo-
caust were still not completely understood. It shows archival 
footage from concentration camps, discusses various truths 
about the Holocaust, and addresses the issues of anti-Semi-
tism that existed after the war ended. It can be considered an 
example of propaganda-style cinema. 

Schindler’s List. Directed by Steven Spielberg. 2004. Universal 
City, CA: Universal. DVD. (ISBN: 0783297289).

Oskar Schindler rescued 1,300 Jews from death in the 
German gas chambers. The story was constructed from the 
testimony of the survivors he saved. This work of fiction is 
based on a book of the same name.

Auschwitz: Inside the Nazi State. Directed by Dominic Suther-
land. 2005. London: BBC Video. DVD. (ISBN: 0790715511).

Revealing new information as to how the Nazi party 
implemented concentration camps and its “final solution”, 
this BBC documentary provides valuable information on the 
history of the Holocaust, the criminals who were involved, 
and the victims’ experiences. 

Rwanda
Ghosts of Rwanda. Directed by Greg Barker. 2004. Alexandria, 
VA: PBS Video. DVD. (ISBN: 079369700X).

In this Frontline documentary from PBS Home Video, the 
director interviews government officials and diplomats for 
their perceptions and opinions about the Rwandan genocide 
that occurred in 1994. The documentary emphasizes how the 
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international community failed to stop the violence. It is an 
excellent addition to the collection of any library. 

Hotel Rwanda. Directed by Terry George. 2005. United States: 
Metro Goldwyn Mayer Home Entertainment. DVD. (ISBN: 
079286686X).

This film was based on the true story of a hotel manager 
(Paul Rusesabagina) who hid over one thousand individuals 
in his hotel to protect them from the violence of the genocide 
that was raging in their community. It won three Academy 
Awards, and three Screen Actors Guild awards, among many 
others.

InTERnET RESoURCES

Center for International Research and Studies. Online Ency-
clopedia of Mass Violence. www.massviolence.org.

This database contains information on genocide and 
massacres that have occurred around the world. It has gen-
eral historical information, case studies, scholarly papers, 
chronological indexes for individual countries, and a glossary 
of basic and advanced terms. 

Human Rights Watch. www.hrw.org. 
Human Rights Watch is an international non-profit 

agency dedicated to raising awareness about human rights 
violations around the world. This website can be referred to 
for articles and multimedia resources about current events 
around the world. 

Gender Issues Education Foundation. Gendercide Watch. 
www.gendercide.org. 

Gendercide Watch focuses on the issue of gender-selective 
massacres and includes case studies for further research. 
Gendercide.org is the organization’s primary mean for com-
municating with and educating the public. 

United Nations. Office of the Special Adviser on the Preven-
tion of Genocide. www.un.org/en/preventgenocide/adviser. 

The purpose of this United Nations department is to 
raise awareness about genocide and alert readers about the 
risk of genocide in countries around the world. The goal is 
to mobilize for appropriate action and thus combat genocide 
appropriately. This resource is useful for understanding in-
ternational intervention and prevention.
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