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Neither Tomlinson nor his wife are interesting or accomplished individuals 
 
Introduction 
 

1. Will Tomlinson a controversial newspaper editor in southern Ohio 
 

2. Printer and publisher of a country weekly 
 

3. Printer’s kiss--the first impression of the first page 
 

4. Many printers drank to excess; very partisan sheets 
 

5. Barely made a living 
 

6. Edited and published ten newspapers between 1844 and 1863 in central and southern 
Ohio--one in Iowa 
 

7. A populist Democrat--reject both abolitonsits and Copperheads 
 

8. Loyal Unionist and early enlistment as a quartermaster in 5th Ohio 
 

9. His hard words made enemies in Ripley, Ohio and surrounding area 
 

10. Married doctor’s daughter Eliza Wylie in 1844 
 

11. Letters reveal much about a hard life, p. xxii 
 

12. Apparently fairly extensive editing to make spelling, punctuation and paragraphs 
standard 
 

Chapter 1  Tomlinson’s origins 
 

1. Apparently both in northern England in 1823, product of a violent culture, p. 2 
 

2. Lived in lower Canada and came to U.S. in 1838, naturalized citizen in Ohio in 1845 
 

3. See heritage of fighting for independence against tyranny 
 

Chapter 2  Eliza’s Heritage 
 

1. Also Scotch-Irish background 
 

2. Strong Presbyterian influence 
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3. Doctor’s daughter 

 
4. Father died, invalid mother, cared for brother and sister 

 
5. Voracious reader, active mind 

 
6. Eventually became a Methodist  

 
7. Summary of family influence, p. 11 

 
Chapter 3  Bringing Forth 
 
Marriage and illnesses, 13 
 
Tomlinson married into a Whig family, 14 
 
[very extensive background and introduction to letters 
 
Whiskey, Whig mother in law 17 
 
Information on Tomlinson in the 1840s 
 
Chapter 4  Looking for Relief 
 
Tough winter travel to Georgetown, Ohio, 21-22 
 
Infant son died in 1851, 22 
 
Another child died that same year, 23 
 
Took in troublesome nephew to train as a printer 
 
Tomlinson edited a series of newspaper and became interested in spiritualism 
 
Lost a daughter in 1853 
 
Controversial Democratic editor in Iowa and accused substantial drinking 
 
Chapter 5  Together and Apart 
 
Works as substitute compositor with Cincinnati Gazette but getting plenty of work, but hard on 
him p. 39 
 
Thinks Tomlinsons may have supported Stephen Douglas in 1860 
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Many of the letters deal with family matters; nothing unusual or all that interesting 
 
Children playing with caustic medicines, p. 45 
 
No use for Yancey, anticipating Democratic defeat, 46 
 
Sons composition on whiskey and Dutch and Irish, 47 
 
Democrats, Douglas, election, and Wide Awakes 
 
Buchanan message, Worries about sectional demagogues and weakness, 52-53 
 
Troubles in marriage, Tomlinson does not write, 54 
 
Donohoe, Patricia A., ed.  The Printer’s Kiss:  The Life and Letters of a Civil War 
Newspaperman and His Family.  Kent, Oh.:  Kent State University Press, 2014. P. 57. 
Will Tomlinson, Cincinnati, to his wife Eliza, January 13, 1861 “Well, the war is upon us--blood 
will shortly flow--the strong arms of the North and hot heads of the South will probably meet in 
collision in a few days.  Where it will end God only knows.  I look ahead a few weeks and see 
the cities of the South smoking in ruins--their inhabitants seeking shelter in negro cabins--their 
people starving and terror-stricken--their four millions of slaves rebelling, rising rampant and 
spreading flames and massacre--business stopped and ruin everywhere.  Here men will be called 
upon to arm--to march--to fight their fellow-countrymen.  And all for why?  Because of the 
success of a miserable faction of false philanthropists and banded political renegades and public 
plunderers.  Already our country has suffered the loss of millions upon millions--the poor are 
starving--the rich trembling.  And this too, in the midst of bountiful harvests, peace with all 
foreign nations, and all the teachings and facilities of the gospel of good will.”   
 
Wife defends herself and mothers according to her age, 57-58 
 
Lincoln in Cincinnati, 59-60 
 
Talks to her about moving to Athens, Ohio, 62 
 
Sleeping better and in much better move, 63 
 
Eliza does not want to leave her mother to come to Athens, 64 
 
Eliza also talks about selling property in Des Moines and buying property in Athens 
 
Eliza fears Lincoln is withdrawing troops from Sumter and thinks traitors should be hung, 66 
 
Still trying to convince Eliza to move to Athens, talks of local prices, climate, 67-68 
 
Wylies deeply rooted in Ripley, Ohio and Eliza reluctant to move 
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Chapter 7 volunteer frenzy 
 
Never moved to Athens and Tomlinson formed a volunteer company of printers 
 
Eliza strongly and patriotically support his enlistment, p. 72 
 
She says God will not allow the Union to be destroyed, p. 72 
 
Eliza thinks northern soldiers are physically, mentally and in resources--should take ten months 
to end the war 
 
Details on packing of their household goods to be sent from Iowa, 74-75 
 
Eliza comments on provisions for the soldiers, 78 
 
She is worried about war and its cost in lives, 79 
 
Chapter 8 Rushed Waiting 
 
Great Bethel, 85 
 
Writes by Camp Dennison about disorder among troops, his frustrations as a Quartermaster 
Sergeant, 85 
 
Whiskey, officer elections, Tomlinson quite critical, 85 
 
Doubts patriotism of the administration, 86--Tomlinson seems a very volatile personality, very 
alarmist 
 
But says it is a grand sight to see soldiers moving out of Camp Denison, 87 
 
Eliza tells him to “dodge all bullets which come your way” and to take care of his health, 90 
 
Women and patriotism, 90-91 
 
Donohoe, Patricia A., ed.  The Printer’s Kiss:  The Life and Letters of a Civil War 
Newspaperman and His Family.  Kent, Oh.:  Kent State University Press, 2014. P. 90-91. 
Eliza Tomlinson, Ripley, Ohio, to her husband, July 3, 1861--he is just leaving with his regiment 
for western Virginia  “You I am happy to say need no incentive from me to discharge your duty 
to your country as a faithful citizen and soldier; I shall never, I feel assure, blush to own the 
name before high Heaven which you gave me.  Patriotism is something more than a name to 
amuse old women and children.  ‘Tis a deeply rooted principle of right, and justice, a love of 
country which is paramount to all earthly blessings.  Life itself is freely offered up on the altar of 
liberty.  I can scarcely realize the fact that any portion of the citizens of this great Republic 
should turn traitors to the government which has built up their fortunes and their liberty.  They 
surely know not what they do, for most assuredly, they will bring down the combined judgment 
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of God and all true patriots upon their devoted heads.  I hope that Congress will entered into no 
disgraceful compromise with traitors to accomplish a peace which would doubtless upon their 
terms no only be dishonorable but of short duration 
 
 
Tomilinson, write and sarcastic note to Ripley Bee, 93 
 
Eliza very worried about him; not having heard word, 94-95 
 
Fears Kentucky leaving the Union, 95 
 
Contempt for Henry A. Wise, 95 
 
Describes busy work of Quartermaster sergeant, 98 
 
Soldiers attacked by guerrillas, 99 
 
Tomlinson band of 50 Union scouts. Co. A. 11th Virginia, Snake Hunters, 101-2 
Tomlinson also recruiting a home guard unit, 105 
 
Eliza does not like him joining the Snake Hunters, 106 
 
Drunken soldier arrested, and Tomlinson offers, sarcastic comment, 110 
 
Eliza talks of rumors about Rosecrans army in western Va. being cut to pieces, 113 
 
Chapter 11 Mustering Men and Courage 
 
Rumors of Beauregard coming with troops to western Va., 116-17 
 
Tomlinson elected captain in a company of mountain rangers, 117-18 
 
Eliza fears war in Kentucky spilling over into Ohio, 122, 127 
 
Eliza deplores kid glove policy and favors confiscation of rebel property including their slaves, 
127-28 
 
Tells her husband to be careful in watching out for rebels in the mountains, 127-28 
 
Tomlinson’s apparently executed some secessionsists, p. 133 
 
Eliza imagines all sorts of terrible things happening to Will, 134-35 
 
Tomlinson loses his company command for misconduct, pp. 135-42 
 
Chapter 13 Disarmed 
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Shortly after dismissal from army, Tomlinson develops a lung disease, 143 
 
Will letter to local paper in January 1862 talks of lack of faith in Lincoln administration; notes 
how congressional inquiries get nowhere and asks if country is already under a dictatorship, 145 
 
Wanted to support rebellion and leave slavery alone, 145 
 
Thinks McClellan is being shelved, hopes so, 146-47 
 
Critical of McClellan in letter to editor, 151-52 
 
Tomlinson calls for heavy taxation is not confiscation of rebel property, p. 157 
 
Optimistic in June 1862 about taking Richmond, 164 
 
Eliza reports son Byers having headaches and trouble in school, 166 
 
Tomlinson writes short note about disaster of the Seven Days, 172 
 
Yet retained some faith in McClellan because of outdated news, 174-75 
 
Riot in Cincinnati between blacks and Irish, 176 
 
Eliza comments on hopes that John Hunt Morgan will be captured, 176-77 
 
Eliza does not want Will to re-enter the army, his health could not take it,177-78 
 
Tomlinson in company to defend against Morgan in southern Ohio, 188 
 
Tomlinson’s letter to Ripley Bee strongly criticize weak defenders of Cincinnati and cautious 
generals such as Buell and McClellan, 190-91 
 
November 1862--Tomlinson see more energy and war moving in right direction, 192-93 
 
Mocks idea of soldiers wanting McClellan back, 194 
 
January 1863--Eliza says it’s four weeks since she has heard from Tomlinson, 197 
 
Son Byers also writes about being uneasy because they have not heard from Tomlinson 
 
Tomlinson apparently on ship help nurse the wounded from Stones River, 200 
 
Apparently Eliza not pleased by his going off or plans to organize a brigade of black troops, 201 
Seem quite estranged at this point 
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Apparently quite depressed by his work among all the Stones River wounded, 201 
 
Tomlinson has pain in chest and bad leg--has not been able to work for past two weeks, 204 
 
Tomlinson defends a black man in Cincinnati who fought back against some white toughs, 207 
 
Tomlinson greatly alarmed over pro-Vallandigham mob but even more so by news from 
Chancellorsville, 212 
 
Seems in absolute panic, 213 
 
Tomlinson believes Hooker being smothered by Halleck, 219 
 
Eliza reports rumors about Morgan and Burnside, 221 
 
Byers right to his father saying rich men in area very last to turn to defend against a rebel raid, 
222 
 
Whiskey and domestic troubles, 222 [interesting that Byers goes into great detail about this sad 
incident related to this whiskey given his father’s drinking problems, 222 
 
Eliza and Byers both worried about Tomlinson and have not heard from him, 224 
 
Letter fragment from Tomlinson’s denies that he frequents prostitutes, 228 
 
Denies he gambles but admits to heavy drinking, 229 
 
Apparently Eliza had refused to see him or let children see him, 229 
 
November 27, 1863 Tomlinson murdered by one Richard Mitchell of Kentucky; Mitchell was 
stabbed several times by Tomlinson’s son Byers, 240; Tomlinson died on November 29 
 
Apparently Mitchell was a Copperhead though the exact reasons for the affray remain a bit 
obscure, 244 
 
Editor speculations that perhaps Tomlinson had infiltrated the Knights of the Golden Circle 
 
Apparently Tomlinson reconciled with his family before he died 
 
Mitchell said Tomlinson had attacked him and he was defending himself; Tomlinson died at age 
40 
 
Thinks both Tomlinsons made good effort to preserve their letters 


