
1 
 

Barber, Charles.  The Civil War Letters of Charles Barber, Private, 104th New York Volunteer 
Infantry.  Edited by Raymond G. Barber and Gary E. Swinson.   Torrance, Calif.:  Gary E. 
Swinson, 1991. 
 
Letter to his son, do not swear, alcohol, God, 15 
Measles, 16 
Fort Donelson, 17 
*short war, 17-18 
Soldier pay, 28 
Expects battle near Manassas, Washington fortifications, 30 
Venereal disease, 36 
Slaves, freedom, 38 
Battles, much bloodshed, still expects to be home in July, 41 
Peninsula campaign, Yorktown, 44 
Drill, firing, 46 
Union victories, French mediation, 49 
Front Royal, 55 
Accidental shootings, 57 
Food, 71 
England and France mediation, 74-75 
Marching, men give out, 77-78 
Cedar Mountain, 79-80 
Second Bull Run campaign, 81ff 
McDowell, 85 
Experience and feeling in battle, 85 
Antietam campaign, some generals are traitors, 90 
Regiment has always fought bravely, 90 
Antietam, 94-95 
Fredericksburg, 100ff 
Duty, 103 
Mud March, 115 
Emancipation Proclamation, 116 
England and France intervention, 119 
*Length of war, 121 
All men anxious to come home, duty, 121 
Gettysburg, 132-36 
Swimming, drowning, 139 
Conscription, 139 
War is terrible, would love to sleep in a bed, duty, 147 
Mine Run, 151-52 
Boots, 152 
Christmas food, 153 
War may end this winter, 154 
Letters, envelopes, 155 
Rundown on regiment battles, size, attrition, 158 
Mixed lot of officers, 159 
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Box, 161 
Furlough, 162 
Searing, vulgar talk, 165 
Women, children and blacks in camp begging food, pride of the southern women humbled, 167 
Whiskey, prostitutes, venereal disease, 169-70 
Spotsylvania courthouse, wounded, 171-72 
Hospital, 172ff 
Hospital wounded and dead, 178 
Weldon railroad, 186 
Petersburg, 187ff 
Muster out date and threat of mutiny, 194 
 
 
 


