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Preface 
 
Named and described 188 former slaves of various ages 
 
Kept three journals his time spent in the South 
 
Edited Slave Songs of the United States in 1867 
 
Strong faith in New England ways 
 
A Note on Transcripts and sources 
 
Letters and writings and journal at Wisconsin Historical Society 
 
Journals written in form of letters to be circulated 
 
Introduction 
 
Born September 5, 1860 west of Boston 
 
Precocity in both music and writing 
 
Harvard, 1851, Phi Betta Kappa 
 
Then extensive European travals--scholar 
 
Taught at a Massachusetts school, married in 1862 
 
Teacher on St. Helena (Sea Island, SC) 
 
Became one of the famous “Gideonites” 
 
Worked with antislavery free labor experimenter Francis Philbrick 
 
His view of freedpeople as human beings, 3--do we measure by 19th century or 21st century 
standards? 
 
Allen both teaching and studying the freedpeople-a kind of anthropologist 
 
Remained on St. Helena island through June 1864 
 
April 1865 becomes an assistant superintendent of schools in Charleston, SC 
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A  number of conversations with ex-Confederates 
 
Wrote letters to the Nation about his SC experiences 
 
Had definite ideas on what approach should be taken toward southern whites, p. 12 
 
Favored educational qualifications for suffrage for both races, p. 12 
 
Also wrote essays for the Christian Examiner 
 
Did not favor wholesale land redistribution, favored educational requirement for suffrage, 15--
typical free labor position? 
 
Generally defended Banks labor system in La. 
 
Took balanced view toward freedpeople, p. 16 
 
“Always the scholar, Allen saw things through the eyes of a scholar.” P. 19 
 
St. Helena Island, 20ff 
Description of sailing and land, valuable geographical descriptions throughout the journal, 20 
General Terry, 21 
Snobbery among officers, 22 
Black chaplain forced sleep in companion way and eat with servants, 22 
Officers’ wives, 22 
Description of first meeting with a former slave, 26 
Good descriptions of rooms, 27 
Describes in some detail appearance and manners of former slaves, 28 
Details on appearance on fields and what is being grown there, 29 
Praise house singing described, 32-33 
Understanding black speech, 37 
Philbrick’s plantation operations, 38-39 
Horses, 39 
Describes former slave quarters, 41-42 
Much about individual freedpeople, with names, 42 
Strong sense of localism among former slaves, 42 
Questions about government plantations and whether lands will be sold to former slaves, 43 
School but students have no way of telling time, 50 
Freedpeople give his wife eggs, 50 
Kind master but whipping post, 52 
Sunday school, singing, 53 
Considers former slave children “something between foreigners and dumb animals.” 53 
Former slaves know few words, 53 
Former slaves, praise house, 58 
Teaching slave children, good detailed description, 60 
Children have hard time adjusting to school, fighting, 61 
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Slaves learning to read, 62 
Slaves tasks and food, 62 
Former slave religious services, 64 
Christmas, 65ff 
Christmas religious service, shout, praise house, 66-68, 71 
School attendance, 71 
Black troops conscription, 71 
School, freedpeople’s children, irregular attendance, 72 
Emancipation Proclamation, 71-72 
Irregular school attendance, children, work, 75-76 
Cotton, gin, 78 
Children, grammar, 76-78 
Bashful children, will not look him in eye, slavery effects?, 78 
Church contributions, 79-80 
Talks of individual freedpeople, 80 
Barbarous treatment of slaves, 82 
Sea island land sales, 86-88 
Former slaves and sense of land sales, 89 
Freedpeople, emotions, often seemed unfeeling, contrast to Irish, 91 
Speech patterns of freedpeople, 92 
Teaching black children, 93-94 
Rumors about conscription, 95-96, 98-99 
Describes his and his wife’s room, 97-98 
Moving cotton, 102 
Freedpeople’s wedding, 104-5 
Letters, spelling, 105-6 
Decided that slaves were less degraded but barbarities of slavery worse than he had assumed, he 
and niece? Discussed this, 110-11 
Labor in cotton field described unusually well, pp. 111-12 
Former slaves complains about cruelty of mistress, 112 
Talked to black about volunteering for the army but they talked “shamefully” p. 114 
Virtues of young freedpeople, 117 
Rumors of General Gillmore draft freedmen 123, 126 
Students, black and arithmetic, 131 
Details on farming and food, 136 
Music, 142 et passim 
School fights, 143 
Wages, discontent, 144-45, 147-48 
Land sales, former slaves, 145-46 
Music, 147-49 
Religious service, baptism, 149-50 
Horse and cart accidents, 151-54 
Music, hymn, 154 
Freedpeople wages, task, 159-60 
Independence vs. dependence among the freedpeople, 161. 
Music, 161-62--song lyrics transcribed 
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Plantation commission deals with disputes on plantations, 164-65 
Slaves turned into peasant population, 167 
Moral condition and family relations, 167-68 
Black children as students, 168 
Progress on cotton, 169 
Music, 170 
Adult school, students, 171-72 
Music, singing, 173-74, 176 
Mr. French and speaking to the freedpeople, 176 
Steamer trip described, 178-79 
Charleston, 183ff 
Fort Sumter, 184 
Lincoln assassination, 189 
Charleston reaction to Lincoln assassination, 189 
Food distribution, 190 
Impoverished black refugees, 191 
Charleston blacks impressive, mulattoes, 191 
Class differences among Charleston blacks, 193 
Only mechnics and black people here are loyal, 193-94 
Poor quality of southern teachers, 194 
Reconstruction meeting, 195-96 
White and black teachers associate with each other more freely, 197-98 
Music, 199 
Mistreatment of Union prisoners in Charleston, 200 
Slavery survives in interior, 201-2 
Aristocratic women and blacks, 203 
James Redpath, speech to blacks, 204 
Poor families and food, 205-6 
Columbia, July 4 celebration, 208 
Peaceful on roads of SC with soldiers from both armies talking with each other, 209 
Schools in Columbia, 210 
Former slaves and attempts to reunite families, 210 
Reconstruction and public opinion, future of blacks, 211-13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


