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ABSTRACT 

 

This research takes on the imposing task of discovering the roots of perpetrator violence 

against the Jewish people within the context of the Holocaust that took place during World War 

II. By taking an interdisciplinary approach to the consideration of, among other things, the role 

of Christianity in the persecution of Jews, this research aims to pull together the work of multiple 

experts in the fields of psychology, sociology, theology, and history in order to garner a fuller 

understanding of how ordinary people might commit atrocities. While authorities on multiple 

subjects are considered, this is also a work of original research aimed at finding the 

commonalities and thematic strains that might exist among those who were, in fact, perpetrators 

of violence. This research examines the ways in which hate is translated to perpetrator behavior.  

It analyzes religion, ideology, and nationalism as forms of indoctrination of antisemitic violence 

in the ordinary person turned concentration camp guard. It follows the stories of 100 men and 

women who enacted violence against Jews during the years of 1938-1945.   
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CHAPTER I: 

INTRODUCTION 

Throughout history, there have always been perpetrators of violence against others, such 

as the first recorded murder in The Bible of Cain and Abel.  Crimes against humanity have been 

well documented through the annals of times such as the Rhineland Massacres of the First 

Crusade1, the Lisbon massacre2, and the Holocaust.  The focus of this study centered on a group 

of 100 men and women who worked as guards at various concentration camps.  It addresses their 

indoctrination to Nazism and their crimes against a specific group of people, that is, the Jews.  

Although modern history tends to locate violence against Jews in the 1930s and 1940s 

with the ascent of German dictator Adolf Hitler and the subsequent atrocities manifesting in the 

Holocaust, the Jewish people are indeed, a long persecuted group dating back to the beginning of 

Christianity. One can look at nearly any era and find a pogrom, a casting out, a violence of 

varying levels of severity being perpetrated against this group of people, thus causing the Jewish 

people to become the “quintessential other.”i   

Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of this study was to investigate the multiple conditions which led some very 

ordinary people to enact extreme violence against the group of people identifying as Jews. This 

study was conducted through the use of primary and secondary sources within the fields of 

religion, social psychology, history, and education in an effort to continue the academic 

conversation delving into perpetrator behavior.  This study answered these questions: 

                                                 
i Dr. Steven Leonard Jacobs used this phrase in a conversation concerning the othering of Jews. 
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1. How has Christianity influenced antisemitic perpetrators; and 

2. What are some of the motives of active perpetrators and bystanders, particularly, 

ideology and nationalism? 

Background 

Jews as Victims 

Jews have long been a target for violence. Before the birth of Jesus, they were seen as 

outsiders and different. This caused animosity and, on some occasions, physical violence.  

However, with the death of Jesus in the 1st century, Jews were no longer simply considered 

different; they were considered a deicide people.3 In England on Coronation Day in September 

1189, a group of Jewish men sought entrance to Westminster to pay their respects to the new 

King. Even though Jews were not allowed, they slipped inside only to be caught and removed.  

This removal was taken by the townspeople to mean the King wanted the Jews killed. Mobs 

threw torches into Jewish homes and killed some 30 people.4 During the time of the Black Death, 

numerous pogroms led to the murder of thousands of Jews with the Strasbourg pogrom alone 

responsible for the death of over 700. Pogroms against Jews did not end in the Middle Ages. In 

1919, the Russian Kiev pogrom resulted in the deaths of tens of thousands of Jews.5  Between 

the years 1918-1919, Ukrainian nationalist forces, while in the midst of regaining control of the 

country, were responsible for the murder of a conservative count of “50,000-60,000 Jews.”6 In 

1938, one of the most well-known pogroms, Kristallnacht, resulted in thousands of synagogues 

and Jewish businesses burned to the ground, 91 Jewish deaths, and the beginning of Jews being 

sent to concentration camps. This pogrom catapulted “the barbaric methods of the SA 

(Sturmabteilung) and the mob before the turning point, shortly thereafter, to the emotionless 
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modern anti-semitism [sic] executed by the state administration vested in the law.”7  Pogroms 

against Jews did stop after the end of World War II.  

Perpetrators 

Even though Augustine of Hippo (354 AD-430 AD) agreed that Jews should be punished 

for the killing of Jesus, his Doctrine of the Witness stated that Jews should not be eradicated so 

that they might live as a constant reminder to Christians that one would suffer greatly if armed 

with knowledge of the Christian God and still reject him.8 Because of this, leaders of the Church 

preached and gave homilies about the danger of Jews and Judaism without an outright call for 

their murder. This is not to say that they wanted Jews to live beside them in harmony or that 

violent attacks did not happen due to their words. Paul the Apostle’s (c.5-c.67) Epistle to the 

Galatians (Chapters 1-6)9 and the conversion10 of Constantine (306CE–337CE) following the 

Battle of Milvian Bridgeii (312CE) aided in the targeting of Jews by expressing the importance of 

stepping away from Mosaic Laws such as circumcision and enacting laws against the Jews. 

Constantine separated the date of Easter from Jewish Passover11 and continued passing 

laws against Jews but gave them what he considered an opportunity to end the violence against 

them.  Through conversion, a Jewish person could leave behind their religion and become 

Christian.  This becoming allowed converts to receive better treatment and acceptance in society. 

However, under law, once a Christian, one could not return to Judaism. Thus, a new way of 

dissolving both Jews and Judaism was born.  

Constantius II (317CE-361CE), who succeeded his father as ruler in 337CE, also enacted 

laws against Jews by forbidding the ownership of Christian slaves and marriage to Christian 

women “who had been working in imperial weaving factories” under the penalty of execution.12  

                                                 
ii Some scholars contest the conversion account given by Eusebius. 
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The division of Jews and Christians did not stop there. John Chrysostom’s writings implied that 

Jews were not only outsiders, but also “harlots and effeminates.”13  In his 386CE homilies, 

Adversus Judaeos, Chrysostom agitates the relationship between Jews and Christians even more 

by writing, “Paul said of the Jews: Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the 

mutilation. For we are the circumcision.”14 Seeing Jews as the enemy of Jesus provoked many 

Christians to enact physical violence against those people they felt were responsible for his 

death. During this time, the burning of synagogues and forced conversions were a common 

occurrence. For example, in 418, Severus, Bishop of Minorca, reports being responsible for the 

forced conversion15 of 540 Jewish men and women over an eight day period. 

In the Middle Ages (500-1500CE), Jewish people were accused of poisoning wells in 

order to persecute non-Jews and to kill Christian children in order to use their blood to make 

matzos for the Passover meal.16 During the Black Death, an estimated “16,000 Jews were killed, 

60 large Jewish communities and 150 smaller ones were destroyed”17 because of this rumor. 

Violence in the form of pogroms erupted in the First Crusade as self-described warriors of Christ 

saw fit to attack Jews on their way to fight the infidels. Their reasoning was that they should start 

with the non-Christians in or near their homes. Numerous villages were destroyed and Jewish 

lives were taken, all in the name of the Christian God. 

Charles Kimball (1950- ) asks, “Is Christianity the reason for the evil in the world?”18 

While this is an impossible question to answer, it seems certain that early Christianity played a 

significant role in the creation of the anti-Jewish and, later, antisemitic perpetrator.  However, 

this is not the case for those who participated in the Holocaust. In fact, the topic of religion rarely 

appeared in diaries of SS guards or administrators in the death camps. Instead, readers find the 

mundane19 interspersed with the profane. For many in the Nazi party, it was important to be 
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gottgläubig (a believer in God) but not to be affiliated with either the Catholic or Protestant 

denominations.  

While there is a strong argument to be made about the root of perpetrator behavior being 

found only within religion, there is also reason to question the psychological aspects as well. 

Erich Fromm writes: 

The distinction between benign-defensive and malignant-destructive 

aggression calls for a further and more fundamental distinction, that between 

instinct and character, or more precisely, between drives rooted in man's 

physiological needs (organic drives) and those specifically human passions rooted 

in his character ("character-rooted, or human passions"). With regard to the 

human passions whose function it is to satisfy the existential needs, individuals 

differ among themselves. But whatever these needs may be, they must be satisfied 

if man is to function sanely, just as his organic drives need to be satisfied if he is 

to stay alive. To give an example: man can be driven by love or by the passion to 

destroy; in each case he satisfies one of his existential needs: the need to "effect," 

or to move something, to "make a dent."20  

 

With historical connections to the Doctrine of the Witness, perpetrators seeing Jews getting 

“what they deserve” for supposed crimes fit into the Just World Phenomenon, which places 

importance of social convention over empathy for the victim.21 The perpetrator is “making a 

dent” as Fromm suggests by removing the money changer, the outsider, or whatever moniker 

perpetrators give the Jews in question, from society. James Waller argues that it is innate for 

some to enact perpetrator behavior. However, as Guenter Lewy writes, “genes do not cause 

behaviors.”22 Regardless of this, perpetrators give numerous reasons for their behavior that have 

little or no connection to their religious background. This topic, which evokes many theories will 

be addressed more in depth in Chapters II and V.  

Motives 

Xenophobia and what Elizabeth Hope Murray describes as a sense of otherness23 helps to 

explain why Jews were treated as a scapegoat. Renee Girard (1923-2015) theorizes that there is a 
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need for a scapegoat at the base of perpetrator behavior. The scapegoat is one who is punished to 

help keep order in a society. This chosen villain is given sole responsibility for all of the ills of 

the community. Punishing the scapegoat will ease tensions between the mimetic rivalries,iii for a 

time. Joshua D. Duntley and David M. Buss write that “Once psychological mechanisms have 

evolved to place other individuals into the cognitive category of ‘evil,’ these mechanisms can be 

exploited by others for their own purposes. Stated differently, once the cognitive category of evil 

exists, it can be exploited by individuals or groups to justify the perpetration of massive fitness 

costs on their enemies.”24 The precursor to antisemitism was often based on the idea of “the Jew” 

instead of an actual Jewish person. Martin Luther (1483-1546), who may have never actually 

known a Jewish person, wrote harshly about the entire Judaic religion based on assumptions 

garnered through reading the numerous anti-Jewish writings by early Christians. Early in his 

career Martin Luther saw Jews as part of the Christian story; once he realized that Jews would 

not convert to his new form of Christianity, his attitude turned to that of a violent man who saw 

Judaism as pure evil. Luther writes that “They are real liars and bloodhounds who have not only 

continually perverted and falsified all of Scripture with their mendacious glosses from the 

beginning until the present day…The sun has never shone on a more bloodthirsty and vengeful 

people than they are who imagine that they are God's people who have been commissioned and 

commanded to murder and to slay the Gentiles.”25 Much the same as powerful leaders of the 

past, Luther was at war with the idea of Jews.  

With the Enlightenment of the 18th century, the perception of Judaism changed from 

religion to race. Even though prominent thinkers of the time such as Voltaire (1694-1778) and 

                                                 
iii Because humans learn through imitation (from the Greek word Mimetic), Girard postulates that rivalries are 

created between groups or individuals. This mimetic rivalry causes violence that can only be removed by the naming 

and punishing of an agreed upon scapegoat.   
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Immanuel Kantiv (1724-1804) were deist, they sought reason above all else. While they wrote of 

progress and toleration, there was still a question of where Jews fit into the world. Slavenka 

Drakulić (1949- ) points to reducing Jews to the position of other26 to make it possible to enact 

violence towards the entire group instead of a single person.  

Eric Hoffer (1898-1983) offers a different suggestion, which will be discussed more in 

Chapters II and V, as motivation for perpetrator behavior. In his book, The True Believer: 

Thoughts on the Nature of Mass Movements, he writes that most people want to believe in 

something that will return them to wealth, or power, or glory. Thus, the perpetrators are the 

group “whose poverty is relatively recent, the “new poor,” who throb with the ferment of 

frustration. The memory of better things is as fire in their veins. They are the disinherited and 

dispossessed who respond to every rising mass movement.”27 After World War I, Germany was 

forced to sign Article 231, also known as the war guilt clause. Germany’s economy had 

collapsed and continued to worsen when the stock market crashed in 1929 with the United States 

calling in its debts. The German people were ready to regain the loss of land, military, and 

wealth they had agreed to in the Versailles Treaty.  

Blame for this loss was placed on the Jews. Theories playing on the emotions of surprised 

German learning of losing the war and their national pride began to spread. One of the most 

prominent theories stated that Germans were stabbed in the back by the November Criminals 

who signed the armistice in November 1918 even though Germany did not lose on the 

battlefield. The second theory which gained popularity was that Jews started the war to gain 

wealth and control over Germany.28 Germany was launched into a state of poverty, and with 

many distinct political parties seeking control, Germans sought a savior to restore order to the 

                                                 
iv There is the argument of Immanuel Kant not being a deist. See: Palmquist, Stephen. "Kant's Theistic Solution to 

the Problem of Transcendental Theology." (1991): 148-178. 
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country. They found that leader in Adolf Hitler. Hitler’s populist movement promised to return 

glory to the German people. While all did not buy into his antisemitic rhetoric, many did think he 

would regain all that was lost in the war. By playing on age-old stereotypes of Jews29 and 

instituting ever present propaganda, antisemitism, and conformity30 to Nazi rule, Hitler made it 

easier to accept Jews as the ultimate scapegoat for all of Germany’s problems.  

Statement of the Problem 

Scholars such as Raul Hilberg (1926-2007), Rene Girard,  Israel Charny (b. 1931), 

Yehuda Bauer (b. 1926), and more recently, Alon Confino (b. 1959) and David Nirenberg 

(b.1964) offer foundational theories on the history of antisemitism and perpetrator violence.v The 

debatevi of a functional and intentional basis of the Holocaust between Christopher Browning (b. 

1944) and Daniel J. Goldhagen (b. 1959) could be one of the most relevant arguments on the 

nature of perpetrators to date because while they disagree on exact reasons, both show that the 

people committing antisemitic violence were not monsters but instead, ordinary men. Goldhagen 

postulates that enduring antisemitism dating from the time of Luther was to blame, and that the 

men of Reserve Police Battalion 101 wanted to kill Jews. Browning contends that the violence 

was more peer-pressure oriented and that the men (of the same battalion) often felt anxiety over 

their roles as executioners. Others, such as Hanna Arndt (1906-1975), author of The Banality of 

Evil, argued much the same after witnessing the trial of Adolf Eichmann. Gordon Allport (1897-

1967) offers an escalating scale of prejudice to show how “violence is always an outgrowth of 

milder states of mind.”31 James Waller (b. 1955), who also focuses on the ordinary person, 

argues much the same as Browning, stating that perpetrators are most often ordinary people 

                                                 
v See Leo Spitzer, Alon Confino, David Nirenberg 
vi See Goldhagen, Daniel, Christopher Browning, and Leon Wieseltier. The ‘Willing Executioners’/Ordinary Men’ 

Debate in Selections from the Symposium, United States Holocaust Research Institute, Washington, D.C., 1996. 
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rather than sociopaths. While these scholars have laid the foundation of the work, there are still 

many avenues to investigate in order to broaden our understanding of perpetrator violence. 

Nationalist trends and economics are areas that should be addressed to give a fuller picture of 

what makes a person a willing participant in antisemitic violence.  

Theoretical Framework 

This case study follows 100 men and women who worked as guards, administrators, and 

physicians in Nazi concentration camps between the years 1939-1945.  To show how these men 

and women became active perpetrators of antisemitic violence, we will investigate themes such 

as religion, ideology, nationalism, and following orders to build a greater understanding of 

perpetrator violence leading up to and during the Holocaust. 

Limitations 

I have investigated both primary and secondary sources for this study. In each section I 

have gathered as much factual information concerning the event or person as possible. Through 

the literature review, I triangulate data from multiple sources before attempting to come to 

conclusions. Many of the perpetrators’ stories come to us in the form of memoirs or letters from 

prison. While this does give some insight into their personalities, their memoirs often lessen their 

roles in various actions or pogroms. Whenever possible, diaries have been used to give the reader 

a more “in the moment” view into the life of the perpetrator.      

I am an interdisciplinarian, and it is with this training that I conduct research and draw 

conclusions. While an exhaustive study of perpetrator behavior is given, there is the definite 

possibility of getting lost in the minutiae of historical events and people. By taking this approach, 

I am better able to locate trends within historical culture, politics, religious dogma, and, to a 
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degree, the psychological makeup of those who would become perpetrators of violence against 

Jews.   
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CHAPTER II: 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Through the historical study of antisemitism to the ever expanding knowledge in the field 

of social psychology, scholars have moved closer to understanding the minds and actions of 

those who enacted atrocities against Jews through the ages. Within this chapter, I investigate the 

literature of religious studies, history, and social psychology to show where connections can be 

made in order to broaden the understanding of perpetrator violence. This investigation includes 

works on cultural and religious origins of antisemitic violence, psychological theories on why 

perpetrators act in this manner, and historical accounts of both active and passive perpetrators 

(bystanders).   

Religion as a Root of Perpetrator Violence 

The history of religious based antisemitic violence is long and often stems from the belief 

that Jews killed Jesus, the Christian messiah. The story in The Bible that directly points to their 

guilt is that of the trial of Jesus in front of Pontius Pilate. Matthew 27:24-25 states, “When Pilate 

saw that he was accomplishing nothing, but that instead a riot was breaking out, he took water 

and washed his hands before the crowd. ‘I am innocent of this man’s blood,’ he said. You shall 

bear the responsibility. All the people answered, ‘His blood be on us and on our children!’ This 

passage created the myth of blood libel. This unfounded story served a purpose (Telushkin 2014, 

Botwinick 2004). Christianity at the time was banned by the Romans. As will be discussed more 

in Chapter V, it would not have been advantageous for the new religion to place the blame of the 
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death of the son of God on the very people Paul was attempting to convert to his interpretation of 

Christianity. 

Based on this story, many early Christian leaders, such as John Chrysostom, violently 

preached against Jews and Judaism. However, Augustine of Hippo contributed a great deal to the 

future of antisemitic violence. His Doctrine of the Witness1 called for placing Jews outside of 

Christian society (Michael 2008) while still advocating they not be killed in hopes that they be 

converted2 to Christianity and so they could serve as a living example to Christians. In his 

interpretation of Psalm 59:11-12, he writes,  

For, behold, the Jews are enemies, whom this Psalm seems to imply; the law of 

God they hold, and therefore of them has been said, ‘slay not them, lest sometime 

they forget Your [Sic] law:’ in order that the nation of Jews might remain, and by 

it remaining the number of Christians might increase… He was walking, and they 

were made guilty by shedding the blood of the same; but not all. This even today 

we commend to the notice of your Love. Not all: because many of them were 

turned to Him whom they slew, and by believing on Him, they obtained pardon 

even for the shedding of His blood.3 

 

Much like Martin Luther, Augustine’s words were more about Judaism than individual Jews.  

His pro-Judaic stance was only an effort to give Jews the opportunity to convert instead of 

remaining an outsider. Michael Frassetto writes, “throughout the Middle Ages, Augustine’s 

Doctrine of the Witness shaped theological attitudes towards the Jews and moderated Christian 

behavior toward them. Despite the importance of this doctrine, Christian authors sometimes 

turned away from the doctrine to create a new theological image of the Jew that justified 

contemporary violence against them.”4  Ademar of Chabannes (988-1034), a French monk, was 

one who broke from Augustine’s beliefs. Ademar linked Jews with heretics and other enemies of 

Christianity. In his opinion, Jews sided with the current enemy, caliph Al-Hakim (985-1021), 

whom Ademar saw as the antichrist. This “association with heretics and Muslims has been 

recognized as an essential reclassification of the Jew that would be an important step in the 
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emergence of medieval anti-Semitism [sic].”5 Frassetto argues that placing Jews with these 

groups created the image of the Jew as “other.”  

This othering of Jews would lead future church leaders to assign blame to the Jews for 

the necessity of the first crusades. Peter of Montboissier (1092- 1156), another French monk, 

acknowledged the Doctrine of the Witness in writing, “Christians allow Jews to live among 

them, it is only because God wants them to survive as a spectacle for the world ... like the 

fratricide, Cain. Like Cain, the Jews will be cursed upon the earth and will be a fugitive and 

wanderer upon it”6 while writing about the dangers of Jews to the Christian world. Peter wrote 

his most vitriolic words against Jews around the time of the second crusades. His stance was 

similar to others who wrote against the money lending by Jews to Christians who had to pawn 

their possessions to join the fight. This fact only increased the animosity and violence shown to 

Jews in both the first and second crusades. Even as Peter acknowledges Jews as humans, his 

writings continued in the othering of Jews that Ademar began years before him by describing 

them as the dregs of the human race.7 His writings against Jews have been used as part of a 

Christian foundation for antisemitic violence.8   

Although the notion is challenged by some scholarsi, Martin Luther (1483-1546) is said 

to have contributed9 to the violence of 20th century antisemitic violence. In the beginning of his 

dramatic changes to Christian thought, he believed this new interpretation of Christianity would 

bring everyone together. Once he realized Jews still would not convert, writing, “Now by their 

own fault, they are a forsaken nation”10 his opinions about them changed, and later in life wrote 

against Judaismii, and influenced the removal of Jews from Saxony. In his seminal work, Raul 

Hilberg connects the speech Hermann Ahlwardt (1846- 1914) gave to the Reichstag insisting 

                                                 
i This is a highly debated issue between Luther scholars.  
ii See On the Jews and Their Lies in Reference section of this dissertation.  
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Jews needed to be exterminated to the writings of Luther, saying, “the idea of killing the Jews 

had its shrouded beginnings in the far-distant past. There is a hint of killings in Martin Luther’s 

long speech against the Jews.”11 It is unknown if Luther had contact with any Jewish people 

outside of a request from Wolfgang Capito (1478- 1541) to hold audience with Josel of Rosheim 

(c. 1478–1554) to which Luther refused. Martin Luther appeared to be at war with the idea of the 

Jew, building on the years of anti-Judaiciii stories about in Christian writings.12   

Daniel Livingston Smith writes that even after two centuries, Christians still portrayed 

European Jews as vectors of infection. This “dates back to at least the Middle Ages, when Jews 

were accused of spreading the bubonic plague.”13 This same language would be used by the 

Nazis description of Jews as being at the center of every abscess, as germ carriers, and as 

poisoning the blood of others, but preserving their own. The Jews were, Hitler said, “a ferment of 

decomposition.”14 Bruce Chilton addresses the same type of language recorded in an 1189 

pogrom. The Monk “and chronicler Richard of Devizes (dates unknown) had called the Jews 

‘vermin’ when describing what happened in England on the day of Richard the Lionheart’s 

coronation.”15  

As is discussed in Chapter V, Christianity has a role in antisemitic violence due to the 

writings of its early leaders up to the late Middle Ages. From Paul to Luther, Christian writers 

presented the image of the Jew as a devil, and the wearing of badges, being placed in ghettos, 

and the questioning of their humanity surfaced once more in the Third Reich. While Hitler and 

often members of the Nazi Party considered themselves Gottgläubig (believers in God) instead 

of specifically Christian, they used age old tactics first seen through a Christian16 worldview to 

                                                 
iii This could be labeled as antisemitic but this is problematic due to the word not being coined until much later by 

Wilhelm Marr (1819-1904) therefore, I choose to use anti-Judaic when discussing early Christian violence against 

Jews.  
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enact genocide. Christianity during the Third Reich is addressed under the larger umbrella of 

ideology and nation building later in this chapter. 

Psychological Theories on Perpetrator Violence 

This section covers theories of why perpetrators committed acts of violence in the 

Holocaust.   

Obedience to Authority  

While we want to think people who enact perpetrator violence are monsters17, the truth is 

they are often just as normal as the next person. What is it that makes them decide to take either 

an active or bystander role in genocide? The reasons are vast and plentiful. However, there as yet 

is no ultimate or agreed upon cause. Many scholars choose the theory that most closely aligns 

with their own data and preconceived notions while others are open to there being multiple 

causes for violence. This section examines multiple possible motives for violence directed 

towards the Jewish people.  

One of the most well-known theories concerning violence against others is that of Stanley 

Milgram. In 1961, Milgram attempted to test the theory that few would inflict pain on an 

innocent person at the insistence of an authority figure. What he found was quite the opposite. 

Some of the teachers (who administered the shock) appeared extremely upset about the pain they 

were causing the learner (person being shocked) while others seemed to quietly go about the 

experiment without complaints. One teacher finally became so upset that he attempted to refuse 

to participate anymore, stating that he would not be responsible for hurting the learner. When the 

proctor tells him that he is not responsible for what happens, the teacher complains but continues 

the experiment. Another teacher goes about the process calmly even as the learner screams in 

pain. This teacher speaks to the proctor submissively and appears only interested in doing a good 
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job. Milgram “suggests that people can enter an ‘agentic’ mode in which they relinquish 

individual responsibility.”18   

On the subject of authority, Otto Gauweiler (1910-1969) writes, “The [Nazi] Party stands 

above and beside the state as the wielder of an authority derived from the people…The legal 

position of the party is therefore that of a completely sovereign authority.”19  

This obedience to authority is addressed in Goldhagen’s controversial book, Hitler’s 

Willing Executioners that calls eliminationist antisemitism (intentionalist theory of the 

Holocaust) a foundation of German principles. He argues that an enduring antisemitism led to 

the killing of Jews by men and women who wanted to participate in the genocide instead of 

being pressured into participating.iv  Other scholars such as Christopher Browning (1992), Simon 

Baron-Cohen (2011), and Norman Solkoff (2001) continue to use this study in their work 

centering on Nazi obedience even though other scholars such as Alex Haslam and Stephen David 

Reicher (2012)20 argue that people will only obey if they feel a strong connection to the authority 

figure. While they make some valid arguments, Browning’s study disproves their theory. Several 

of the men interviewed did not show a strong connection with their immediate leaders nor with 

the Nazi political leaders. They were more influenced by the other men who served with them 

and a desire not to appear to be weak. This has more to do with masculine identity than hero 

worship. In the years following the initial experiment, James Waller found that Milgram’s study 

held “without regard to age, gender, or level of education of the subjects, in a wide range of 

obedience conditions that tested more than one thousand individuals at several universities. His 

main findings have been replicated at least forty times.”21  

                                                 
iv See Browning, Christopher. Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final Solution in Poland. Harper 

Perennial, 1992. 
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In the data used for this dissertation, there were only a few out of the one hundred men 

and women who seemed to carry out their abuse due to fanatical worship of Nazi ideology. Most, 

in their trial transcripts, stated they were following orders. If we accept their testimony as truth, 

this speaks to the power of obedience to rules and not to a singular person.  

Conformity  

There are several arguments concerning the role of conformity in antisemitic violence.  

One of the most telling experiments on conformity was that of Philip Zimbardo in 1973. In this 

experiment, students were either guards or prisoners, and “there was no central authority in a 

white lab coat.”22 Zimbardo found that ordinary people given absolute control over others would 

become abusers regardless of their morality or upbringing. He concluded “that inhumanity is a 

matter of social relationships.”23 Erich Fromm writes that conformist aggression24 comprises 

various acts of aggression that are performed not because the aggressor is driven by the desire to 

commit them, but because he is told to do so and considers it his duty to obey orders.  

Eric Hoffer stated, “When people are free to do as they please, they usually imitate each 

other.”25 Hans Stark, the registrar for new arrivals at Auschwitz writes, “I used to get my orders 

to take the newly arrived prisoners to the shooting room by telephone from Grabner. Sometimes 

he would come and tell me in person. I never attempted to avoid carrying out such an order. It 

never entered my head… From Grabner (Head of the Political Department at Auschwitz), I only 

took part in the murder of some three million people out of consideration for my family. I was 

never anti-Semite [sic] and would still claim today that every person has the right to life.”26 

Conformity takes the shape of “aggression and domination on one side, and frustration 

and submission on the other.”27 Stark and Grabner stand as an example of these two sides. 

Browning writes of the weight of peer pressure and conformity on the men of the Reserve Police. 
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While some did not participate in the execution of approximately 36,000 Jews and others, most 

did out of concern for what their peers would think of them. The construction of Nazi 

masculinity is an area that has yet to be fully explored. In several instances in Browning’s book, 

soldiers heard leaders tell them the job would be tough but they had to be strong and complete 

their task. This same language was used by Himmler as he spoke to his men about the strength 

needed to do hard things.   

Evolutionary Psychology and the Perpetrator 

James Waller, evolutionary psychologist, has postulated that humans are hard wired for 

both good and evil. One major concept Waller uses in his theory is that of group selection; 

however, he does note that evolutionary biologists reject this on the basis of individual 

variations. However, he goes on to write that an “increasing number of evolutionists are 

advancing the notion that group selection does have the power to produce group-level 

adaptations.”28 His primary question is “not whether humans are evil but whether we are 

endowed with psychological mechanisms that leave us capable of committing genocide and mass 

killings when activated by appropriate cultural, psychological, or social cues.”29 Waller 

illustrates his findings in the chart located in Figure 1.  
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Figure 1. A model of how ordinary people commit genocide and mass killings  

Following this model, much of what we do as human beings comes from the base nature 

of our pre-evolved selves. The problematic question of Germans being hard wired to commit 

genocide has been raised by other scholars. However, through investigating the lives of 

perpetrators used in this dissertation, I argue that free will has a prominent place in the decision 

to perpetrate genocide. The concept of evolutionary determinism could be seen as a lasting 

influence of anti-Judaic Enlightenment thinkers.  

Ideology and Nation Building 

While there are many aspects to this topic, this section covers concepts of Nazi ideology 

as it pertains to the creation of perpetrator violence. Ideology of the NSDAP was the driving 

force behind the success of changing the minds of the German people as Hitler took power. 

While many saw Hitler as extreme before 1933, after the death of Hindenburg, they began to 

embrace his particular brand of nation building known as National Socialism. While there were 

only the 25 points and the book, Mein Kampf, much of the ideology was defined by Hitler. 
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Nazism was one of many ideologies that arose after World War I. It contained elements of 

Fascism and Soviet Socialism with leanings towards Fascism “including militant anti-Marxism, 

brutal racism in the form of anti-Semitism [sic] and intense nationalism (preserving Germany for 

pure Germans only), all defended by legions of paramilitary volunteers in the Sturm Abteilung 

(called the SA, Stormtroopers, or Brown shirts).”30 These volunteers and early members of the 

NSDAP would become leaders of the Third Reich bringing with them antisemitic violence to 

city streets. Alon Confino (unknown dates) writes that in the early years of Hitler’s rule, 

everyone in Germany had his or her own opinion about Jews, but “the Nazi anti-Jewish story had 

an internal unity and shared a central motif: the idea that the Jews were the creators of an evil 

modernity that soiled present-day Germany.”31 Lane and Rupp write that The Protocols of the 

Elders of Zionv, possibly the most antisemitic piece of fiction ever written about the supposed 

Jewish plan for worldwide domination, appeared in Germany near the end of 1919. This caused a 

stir and “millions suddenly found in them the explanation of many previously unexplainable 

present-day phenomena.”32 As addressed in Chapter I, conspiracies about Jews being the cause 

of the loss of World War I gained popularity as Hitler’s propaganda machine inundated Germany 

newspapers and airways. Selling the idea of National Socialism began immediately with 

passionate speeches by Hitler promising to return Germany to the German people and to remove 

the cause of the ruin of German culture. Laws as early as 1933 concerning Jews in the workplace 

were set into motion. 

Theodore Abel writes that “no movement can succeed unless: first, its adherents are 

motivated by a persistent, prevalent, and wide-spread discontent with a state of affairs…; second, 

it sets forth a goal that is novel in its aspirations but based on deeply-deeply rooted sentiments as 

                                                 
v See Jacobs, Steven L. and Mark Weitzman. Dismantling the Big Lie: The Protocols of the Elders of Zion. Simon 

Wiesenthal Center, 2003.  
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well; and third, it has a charismatic leader with an efficiently organized group of dedicated 

followers.”33 Clearing the Reichstag of communists was of the utmost importance in the early 

days of Hitler’s reign. Beyond that, it was important to instill the concept of Volksgemeinschaft 

(national community) to those who might not like his antisemitic views. Once these were done, it 

seemed as if the state became Hitler and Hitler became the state with the Führerprinzip. Victoria 

J. Barnett writes, “the principle [was] that the Führer was the ultimate authority of German life 

and Gleichschaltung—the synchronization of every level of German society, similar to the way 

in which different parts of a machine are connected to a central circuit.”34 This concept is another 

way that Nazism borrowed from Fascism according to Bruce F. Pauley. He writes, “In successful 

fascist movements, such as the German Nazi Party the only ideological orthodoxy was the 

totalitarian principle of absolute obedience to an absolute ruler. Anyone who questioned Hitler’s 

authority would have questioned the very legitimacy of the movement itself. The dissenter would 

thus place himself outside the movement.”35   

Anti-modernity was a powerful influence in helping to bring more Germans into the Nazi 

ideology. Christopher Vasillopulos writes that this attraction was an important piece of Hitler’s 

antisemitic rhetoric “by casting Jews as the principal agents—the ‘demons’ of economic, social 

and cultural change.”36 Even as there was a movement to return to the land, industrialization and 

science very much were part of the Nazi vision of the future.37 The use of this tactic worked to 

bring in most of the churches in Germany. Protestant leaders especially sought to have a place in 

the Third Reich based on a return to Christian morals. Stephanie W. Eldridge asks how a 

conscientious Christian could embrace diverse brotherhood within the Protestant church while 

still endorsing the Nazi decree which stated, “none but those of German blood, irrespective of 

religion, may be members of the nationality.”38 It was partly through the need to stay relevant, an 
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embracement of Nationalism, and a movement away from modernity which religious leaders saw 

as the reason why so many left the church.   

Martin Kitchen argues that it is hard to answer whether or not the Third Reich added to or 

slowed modernity in the form of industrial revolution in Germany because one would need to 

look at its progression “within their historical context between the Weimar and federal republics, 

and not taken as an isolated event, a hideous event, or an abrupt caesura.”39 While he makes a 

point, the Third Reich was a hideous event and should to be studied as such. Hitler’s call to 

return to agrarian roots attracted rural Germans who already saw Jews as urban and part of, if not 

the entire reason for, the economic collapse of the inter-wars years.   

The agrarian life was idealized in the celebration of Blood and Soil (Blut und Boden) in 

that the land was purposely connected to German blood. Rural or traditional values were 

espoused by all levels of the NSDAP. Blood and Soil were part of the foundation of Lebensraum 

(Living Space). Clearly defined requirements for men and women were made for the 

advancement of returning to the earth. Women were to be strong, of good health, and capable of 

bearing Aryan children. Men were expected to work the land and provide food for the nation.  

Antisemitism was the basis of Nazi ideology. Hitler took old Christian superstitions and 

stereotypes of Jews and combined them with nineteenth century Darwinism to create the ultimate 

scapegoat for all the problems Germany faced before the rise of the Third Reich. Racial 

antisemitism permeated German culture from its schools to its arts and movies. Jews were 

portrayed as vermin and the cause of illnesses, economic decline, and the spoiling of German 

blood. Beginning in elementary schools, teachers used anthropology (see Figure 2) to show 

German children the differences in Aryan and Jewish bone structure and overall health.40  
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Figure 2. Specialized tool created for measuring head size 

 

College courses dealt with the Science of Religion in order to show the evil influence of 

Judaism; economic courses were designed around the Third Reich’s new economy; political 

science courses concentrated on the new Nazi laws; and medical classes concentrated on the 

superiority of the Aryan body over that of the Jews. Gregor Ziemer writes, “Heads of 

departments were asked by personal letters that all courses were to be zugespitzt (pointed) 

towards a definite objective—to create good Nazi leaders.”41 In higher education, scholars 

sought student doctoral work on the science of racial purity. Volmar Eichstät, librarian at the 

Prussian State Library stated: 

Research into the contest, full struggle and finally victorious, of our German folk 

with the racially alien element of Jewry leads us nearer to recognizing our 

German nature itself and it thereby not only multiplies our knowledge but also 

strengthens our will to a folk life.42 

 

Eichstät spoke of a new library that would deal with the Jewish question. In 1937 it held 300 

volumes. In 1940, it had grown to hold 20,000 volumes and was still growing.  

Through the Nuremberg Laws, Germans began to see fewer and fewer Jews in public life.  

This afforded the propaganda machine the opportunity to create the myth of the Jew. While some 

Germans might balk that they knew good Jews, propaganda taught them that the entirety of 

Judaism was at war with Germany. Films such as Jud Süß, The Eternal Jew, and Die Rothschilds 

were screened for education and entertainment. Joseph Goebbels’s job “was to make sure every 



 

25 

 

film, radio program, book, magazine, picture, and musical composition showed Hitler and the 

Nazis as heroic guardians of the German Volk.  His job was also to ensure that Jews were 

portrayed as evildoers who threatened humanity.”43  

Through the use of propaganda and instilling the notion of Aryan superiority winning 

over the evil of Jewish control, the Nazis created men and women who were prepared to fight for 

their homeland and to help in the destruction of European Jews. By the time the guards got to the 

concentration camps and the Einsatzgruppen joined the German Army, there was a 

predisposition to hating Jews and for working towards the Führer through obedience and a desire 

to save German lives. 

A Look at Perpetrators  

There are countless books on perpetrators of the Holocaust from Hitler to the ordinary 

soldier. Each book, whether memoir or biography, offers a glance into the world of the Third 

Reich. Perpetrators used for this study are addressed at length in Chapters IV and V. They 

average in age from the mid to late twenties and are majority male, blue collar, and poorly 

educated. They are the men and women who actively took part in the killings at several 

concentration camps. Few left diaries of their time in the camps so trial testimonies have been 

used to tell their stories. The men and women addressed in this section come from both the 

higher authority of the Nazi Party and those who were on the ground for multiple pogroms. This 

section offers a synopsis of literature by and about these men and women.  

Adolf Eichmann (1906- 1962), who was called, “Der kleine Jude” (the little Jew) as a 

child in school due to his dark complexion44, headed Jewish Affairs for the Nazi Party. There 

have been several books written about him with the most well-known being, Eichmann in 

Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality of Evil by Hannah Arendt. Arendt attended his trial and 
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created her thesis of the banality of evil. Eichmann was portrayed as a bland bureaucrat in the 

Nazi Party. He was a failed salesman who found a niche in the office of Jewish Affairs. He did 

not become the “little prime minister” immediately. He started in the mail room of the 

Information Department. Here he began studying all things Jewish. He read enough that he was 

considered a specialist on the topic. Ardent wrote of Eichmann,  

Otto Adolf, son of Karl Adolf Eichmann and Maria née Schefferling, caught in a 

suburb of Buenos Aires on the evening of May 11, 1960, flown to Israel nine days 

later, brought to trial in the District Court in Jerusalem on April 11, 1961, stood 

accused on fifteen counts: "together with others" he had committed crimes against 

the Jewish people, crimes against humanity, and war crimes during the whole 

period of the Nazi regime and especially during the period of the Second World 

War. The Nazis and Nazi Collaborators (Punishment) Law of 1950, under which 

he was tried, provides that "a person who has committed one of these . . . offenses 

. . . is liable to the death penalty." To each count Eichmann pleaded: "Not guilty 

in the sense of the indictment." 

 

Eichmann continued through his trial trying to convince the court that he sought a peaceful 

resolution to the Jewish question by working with Jewish leaders on immigration to other 

countries. Of the court in Jerusalem, Arendt writes that Eichmann was already guilty before the 

trial began. She wrote of the ability of everyone in the court to see that he was not a monster.  

This description would cause a great deal of criticism for her original reporting of the trial in the 

New Yorker. Eichmann, the person in charge of implementing the Final Solution, described his 

efforts as putting in his time. She writes,  

So Eichmann's opportunities for feeling like Pontius Pilate were many, and as the 

months and the years went by, he lost the need to feel anything at all. This was the 

way things were, this was the new law of the land, based on the Führer's order; 

whatever he did he did, as far as he could see, as a law-abiding citizen. He did his 

duty, as he told the police and the court over and over again; he not only obeyed 

orders, he also obeyed the law. Eichmann had a muddled inkling that this could be 

an important distinction, but neither the defense nor the judges ever took him up 

on it. 
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Much of the book contains her observations of Eichmann and the court without commentary on 

the facts of the trial. Arendt instead allows Eichmann to speak for himself. 

Bettina Stangneth’s Eichmann before Jerusalem critiques Arendt’s assessment and calls 

Eichmann a dedicated National Socialist and antisemite who took joy in his role in the 

Holocaust. She uses the Sassen tapesvi as much of her evidence against Eichmann and Arendt’s 

description of him as a small cog in the Nazi machine. Stangeth saw Eichmann as a skilled 

manipulator who projected himself as not being well read or highly intelligent. She writes that 

Eichmann attempted to fool the court by telling them he had left the past in the past and that he 

no longer considered himself a National Socialist or an antisemite. However, within the 

interviews in Argentina, Eichmann was honest with Sassen on what he did in the years of the 

Third Reich. He says, “No, I have to tell you quite honestly that if of the 10.3 million Jews that 

Korherr identified, as we now know, we had killed 10.3 million, I would be satisfied, and would 

say, good, we have destroyed an enemy.”45 Stangneth’s research into the conversations with 

Willem Sassen disproves, to a certain degree, Arendt’s original assessment of Eichmann. 

However, after reading Eichmann Interrogatedvii it is clear that Eichmann is both a bureaucrat 

and raging antisemite.   

Joseph Goebbels (1897-1945), head propagandist and creator of the mythical Hitler, was 

well educated and fully devoted to the Nazi Party. Called the “little mouse general”46,  Goebbels 

was a devoted follower of Hitler. He said of him,  

He has taught us again the old German value of loyalty; we are going to stand by 

him until victory or defeat. Let us thank Destiny [sic] for having given us this 

man, the helmsman in our hour of peril, the apostle of truth, the leader into 

freedom, the confessor, the zealot, the voice calling us to arms, the steadfast hero, 

the emblem of Germany’s conscience.47 

                                                 
vi Willem Sassen, a Dutch journalist, recorded the confessions of Eichmann in Argentina. 
vii Eichmann, Adolf, Johen. Lang, and Claus Sibyll. Eichmann Interrogated: Transcripts from the Archives of the 

Israeli Police. The Bodley Head, 1983. 
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Goebbels, born with a club foot, unable to fight in the First World War, was said to have an 

inferiority complex that stayed with him his entire life. Some scholars point to this to describe 

his extreme loyalty to Hitler. However, before this love affair of sorts, Goebbels saw nothing in 

the NSDAP to draw him into their allegiance. At a meeting in June of 1924, he saw the leaders 

as espousing drivel and wrote, “You Jews and you Frenchmen and Belgians have nothing to fear 

from these fellows.”48 Goebbels’ antisemitism came from “hatred of an outsider and as a self-

appointed spokesman of the dispossessed towards a prosperous minority.”49 

After seeing the pomp of the party congress, he wrote, “For me the volkisch question is 

linked with all questions of the spirit and religion. I am beginning to think in volkisch terms. This 

has nothing to do with politics; this a worldview.”50 This worldview would lead him to close 

proximity to the highest ranking Nazi leaders, and ultimately to his being named the Reich 

Minister of Propaganda where he set about taking control of all official information given to the 

German people including the press. In 1936, Hitler sought more control over the film industry, 

instructing Goebbels to make it more National Socialist. With this, he began to make “an art 

which expresses an attitude through its national-socialist character and by taking up national-

socialist problems.”51 After public criticism by Hitler concerning the making of correct types of 

National Socialist films in 1939/40, Goebbels produced a series of films including Die 

Rothchilds, Jud Süß, and The Eternal Jew. These films were seen as a cultural hit and were often 

shown to the military as a form of indoctrination. His fanatical loyalty to Hitler led to the killing 

of his own children and the suicide of himself and his wife at the end of World War Two. 

Heinrich Himmler (1900-1945), described as half teacher, half crackpot by Albert Speer, 

built concentration camps and created the Einsatzgruppen. Knopp writes that it was not poverty 

that lead Himmler to the NSDAP, as he was the godson of Prince Heinrich of Bavaria and from a 
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reasonably well to do family. After a failed attempt of chicken farming, Himmler devoted his 

time fully to the National Socialist movement under the SA controlled by Ernst Rohm. It was 

after reading Mein Kampf that Himmler found a God-substitute.52 Himmler embraced the idea of 

the eradication of Jews in Europe. He spoke openly in Posen about the extermination of Jews in 

circles of higher SS officials. He made the decision to include the death of women and children. 

He tells them, “What should be done with the women and children? I decided here too to adopt a 

clear solution…allowing their children to grow up to revenge themselves on our sons and 

grandchildren. The hard decision had to be taken: this people must disappear from the face of the 

earth.”53 At the same time of pronouncing the destruction of Jewish women and children, “he 

could be a loving father to his family.”54 Though raised in a Catholic family, Himmler soon 

became interested in, and finally a full convert to, the Germanic replacement of Christianity, 

which he felt was controlled by homosexual priests and the “threat of [his own] homosexual 

temptations.”55 Therefore, he espoused the Gottgläubig views of religion. Himmler clearly states 

his beliefs concerning religion by saying his god is “A Lord God who stands over us, who made 

us and our Fatherland, our volk and the earth, and sent us our Führer.”56 Racial purity and hero 

worship of long past German kings led his leadership style. Himmler sought special marriages 

that would produce strong, Aryan stock for the future of Germany. He held no compunction in 

his thoughts on ensuring racial purity by extermination and passed these beliefs down to his men. 

In CIA papers on Himmler, it is written, “Himmler seriously thought of himself as a breeder of 

men and nations. His projects within the SS are sufficient evidence of this distorted conviction; 

and the opposite side of his delusion that he could breed a German racial "elite" was his 

conviction that he could destroy the vital force of other nationalities.”57 In the end, Himmler 

would try to negotiate his surrender by releasing prisoners from Auschwitz. He would eventually 
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be caught trying to escape while dressed as an NCO. Ultimately, he would identify himself and 

later commit suicide.  

Rudolf Höss, commandant of Auschwitz, states in his trial testimony that even with his 

doubts concerning the extermination of the Jewish people, the order to carry out the task was 

given by Himmler, and he followed it.  In the summer of 1941 he was called to Berlin to meet 

with Heinrich Himmler. During this meeting he was told there was a final solution to the Jewish 

question, and Auschwitz would be the place to enact the deaths of the Jewish people. In his 

autobiography, Höss attempts to place all the blame for the treatment of prisoners on his officers 

and Capos. He writes, “The very fact of having to watch helplessly and without any power to 

intervene, while Capos of this sort tormented their fellows, had a thoroughly crushing effect on 

the prisoners' psyche. Woe betide the prisoner who tried to interfere, to stand up for the 

oppressed! The system of terrorization that prevailed within the prison camp was far too great for 

any man to take such a risk.”58 He continued writing of the destruction of Jews from an almost 

distant perspective as if he were not a part of it, and the Jews being sent to the gas chambers 

were something to be studied instead of posing a need for intervention. He wrote of watching a 

sonderkommando after he had pulled his wife from the gas chamber. It read as more of a 

curiosity for himself than a horrific experience for the man. Sumner B. Twiss59 writes that 

commandants such as Höss used both compartmentalization and indoctrination to carry out their 

crimes. Höss states many times that he had to carry out these duties, even though he inwardly felt 

sympathy for the Jews, because it was expected of him, that everyone was watching to see how 

he reacted, and that he had to follow orders of the Fuhrer. His memoir attempts to paint him as a 

man with no choice but to carry out the killings of millions of people. His words seek sympathy 
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even as he painstakingly tells of the killings and brutalization of those going into the gas 

chambers.       

Concentration Camp Guards as Ordinary Men 

Many guards sought positions in the camps because of higher pay than other jobs60, so 

they would not be sent to the front, or because they were considered “old fighters” who were of 

no use to the military. Of those desired by Hoess for camp duty, Hermann Langbein writes, 

“There is no room for weaklings in his ranks, as such people would do well to get themselves to 

a monastery as soon as possible.”61 He goes on to quote Hermann Rauschning, a former 

confidant of Hitler, stating, “the selection of antisocial persons encumbered with hereditary 

defects for guard duty in the concentration camp was deliberate… notorious drunkards and 

criminals were expressly selected from the military units of the party and assembled in special 

formations. Here we have the highly characteristic case of a true selection of sub humans for 

definite political tasks.”62 Guards chosen for this study were overwhelmingly blue collar and 

overall only completed the required level of public education.viii These men and women were 

easily controlled and were willing to actively abuse prisoners often because of long held 

antisemitic stereotypes, but also because weakness was equated with Jewishness in Nazi 

propaganda and ideological training. Ronnie Landau writes that guards were “soon corrupted 

after being given power of life and death over people whom they were officially encouraged to 

regard as subhuman.”63 Christopher Browning, in agreement with Raul Hilberg64, writes that 

“perpetrators were not different in their moral makeup from the rest of the population. The 

German perpetrator was not a special kind of German. The perpetrators represented a remarkable 

cross-section of the German population, and the machinery of destruction was structurally no 

                                                 
viii See Chapter IV for results. 
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different from organized German society as a whole.”65 Daniel Goldhagen argues that ordinary 

German men and women were willing participants in killing millions Jews because of long held 

eliminationist antisemitism. His argument is that this form of antisemitism, combined with the 

intentionalist view of Hitler’s plan to exterminate Jews, created the space for Germans to 

actively and, again, willingly seek out and enact violence on Jewish people. While one might 

find some validity on his position of long held antisemitic views, the intentionalist argument, as 

will be discussed in later chapters, fails to hold.  

Along the same lines as Goldhagen, Gordon A. Craig writes that Germans were so 

obedientix that they would kill if directed, even if they did not see a reason for doing so.66 This 

argument has some merit, but placing it within the broader understanding of eliminationist 

antisemitism, would Germans not balk at killing others such as gypsies and other Germans in the 

Tiergartenstraße 4 (T4) action [sic]? The T4 Aktion [sic] began in 1939 as a eugenics program 

meant to kill those with mental illness or supposed defect. This program targeted both Germans 

and non-Germans who were in mental institutions. Nazi propaganda portrayed the killing as a 

merciful death for those ‘living a life unworthy of life’ (Lebensunwertes Leben).  Psychiatrists 

and physicians actively participated in the killings first by starvation, then lethal injections, and 

finally, by gassing patients. Several orderlies, drivers, and physicians would later be used in the 

concentration camps to aid in the deaths of millions. After outcries from the clergy and German 

citizens, the program was concealed but continued nonetheless. Dimsdale argues that it “took 

eight years to move from economic measures against Jews to the construction of concentration 

camps.”67 Thus, the ordinary German would have years of indoctrination towards the 

dehumanization of Jews and other undesirables.  

                                                 
ix Casting Germans as obedient is extremely problematic. See Blickle, Peter, and Thomas A. Brady. Obedient 

Germans? a Rebuttal: A New View of German History. University Press of Virginia, 1998. 
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     Ethnic Germans living in occupied Germany were sought out to work in the camps. However, 

as David Alan Rich writes, the “New Soviet Man”68 often were considered close to committing 

mutiny and were seen as criminals who would not take their jobs seriously, though, none would 

disagree that these men would kill in large numbers anyone seen as an enemy. While these 

volunteers or Trawnikix men played active roles in both the concentration camps and the 

Einsatzgruppen pogroms, they did not feature highly in the collected data for this study. Overall, 

German citizens were the majority of perpetrators.    

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

      

      

 

                                                 
x SS training camp near Lublin where Russian POWs were trained for concentration camp work under Operation 

Reinhard 
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CHAPTER III: 

METHODOLOGY 

In Holocaust and Genocide studies, the standard methodology of scholars, depending on 

their own discipline, has generally been to use both qualitative and quantitative methodologies to 

investigate and reach conclusions. This particular research project is a historical case study of 

perpetrator behavior during the Holocaust. It seeks to answer the following research questions:  

1) How has Christianity influenced antisemitic perpetrators; 

2) What are some of the motives of active perpetrators and bystanders, particularly 

ideology and nationalism? 

Firmly situated within the qualitative realm, this study seeks to explore the motivations of prison 

guards who were not high in the Nazi hierarchy of power for participating in violent, often 

deadly, persecution of Jews during the Holocaust. It seeks to look, not only at the qualitative 

study comprised of the players and location, but also the why and how of events. The various 

methods within qualitative research lend themselves to developing a fuller and richer telling of 

collected data.  

Data Collection 

In explaining the importance of historical case studies, Marshall and Rossman write, 

“case studies rely on historical and document analysis, interviewing, and typically some form of 

observation for data collection.”1 Historical case study also relies heavily on archival data. For 

the purposes of this study, I drew on both.  
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Since prison guards during the Holocaust were the unit of analysis for my study, I had to 

use various forms of data because personal interviews of the guards was not an option. Very few 

prison guards from the Holocaust are still alive. However, the stories of prison guards are well 

documented in other sources, and I relied heavily on published primary and secondary sources 

such as memoirs, diaries, official forms, personal letters, biographies, sacred texts, and video and 

audio recordings. Many of the diary entries are from sources discussed in Chapter IV. One of the 

most important sources of data for this study comes from the files of about one hundred men and 

women who worked in concentration camps as guards, administrators, and physicians during the 

years of 1939-1945. These files are kept at the Auschwitz-Birkenau archive in Oświęcim, 

Poland.  I was fortunate to travel to Poland to examine these files. 

In 2014, I contacted Dr. Wojciech Płosa, head of the Auschwitz-Birkenau archive, about 

conducting research there. After obtaining the needed verification showing my affiliation with 

The University of Alabama and a letter from Dr. Steven Leonard Jacobs, chair of my dissertation 

committee, explaining the nature of my research and importance of collecting data for this study 

from the archive, I was able to travel to Oświęcim, Poland in the fall of 2015. Because the focus 

of the dissertation is on ordinary guards instead of camp commandants, I decided to look at the 

bound copies of guard files housed in the archive. The use of these documents were restricted to 

the reading room held in a building identified as Block 24. I selected at random the personnel 

files of eight guards, each with records of conduct, loyalty oaths, transfer orders, and in some 

cases, official photographs, and letters requesting leave for personal or business matters. The 

leave request is important for one particular guard, Ludwig Damm, because it was during his 

requested leave that he chose to speak to others about the conditions of Auschwitz and the 

gassings occurring there and to request a transfer because of it. Because he spoke about the 
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conditions of the camp and the gassings, he was written up by his commanding officer, thus 

lending some truth concerning the supposed secrecy of the killings happening at Auschwitz. This 

event might have aided in his not being prosecuted for his time at the camps, but instead, serving 

as a witness in the post-World War II Auschwitz trials. I also collected three pages of Auschwitz 

guards’ names. These pages were selected at random due to lack of internet access in the archive 

making it impossible for me to research particular guards for this study. I selected the files to be 

copied and received the documents by mail because the information was not viewable through an 

online database, nor was I allowed to make copies while conducting research. 

Since my time there, I have remained in contact with Dr. Płosa and Szymon Kowalski, 

the deputy head of the archive, to gain information concerning the religious affiliations of SS 

guards, and they have given me direction on particular books that would be useful to my work. 

To gain more information on the men used in this study, I utilized the online databasei 

maintained by the Polish Institute of National Remembrance, whose contributors include the 

archive at Auschwitz-Birkenau Museum and the Polish Bureau of Historical Research to find 

information concerning nationality, additional service records, education levels, pre-war 

employment, and whenever possible, religious affiliation. This information is used to give a 

broader description of the personal narratives in Chapter IV.  Using the database, I found that a 

majority of the guards were citizens of the Reich (German) and that some were called “Old 

Fighters.2” After initial research, I found that this had nothing to do with age. These men held 

this designation on the basis that they had joined the Nazi Party before Hitler rose to power in 

1933. Depending on their roles in the early years, they were assigned to different jobs. Often 

they were given political and territorial leadership positions or placed in the camps as guards.  

                                                 
i http://pamiec.pl/pa/form/60,Zaloga-SS-KL-Auschwitz.html  

http://pamiec.pl/pa/form/60,Zaloga-SS-KL-Auschwitz.html
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Dietrich Orlow writes that “they were primitive, immature, lacking substance, and were a group 

of alienated political fanatics with few technical or administrative skills.”3  Approximately ten of 

the seventy-five men used in this study were considered “Old Fighters.” Some of them began 

their work in the execution of Jews and other unwanted people in the T4 Aktion and were then 

transferred to work in the camps. After collecting information on pre-war employment, I found 

that there were five who had some type of police training. The remaining men came from a wide 

spectrum of jobs with many being farmers, laborers, or merchants.   

Data Analysis  

Glenn A. Bowen defines document analysis as “A systematic procedure for reviewing or 

evaluating documents—both printed and electronic (computer-based and Internet-transmitted) 

material. Like other analytical methods in qualitative research, document analysis requires that 

data be examined and interpreted in order to elicit meaning, gain understanding, and develop 

empirical knowledge.”4 After receiving the print copies of selected guard records from the 

Auschwitz-Birkenau archive, they were translated into English from the original German. I 

engaged the collected data in multiple ways in order to gain the most information possible by 

separating them into sections pertaining to job duty, loyalty oath, leave records, family history, 

and personal correspondence. When they were organized, I began coding for themes. 

Coding 

In order to retrieve rich data from selected documents found in Chapter II, I employed 

coding as a way to make sense of the material. I began with initial coding, “which is breaking 

down qualitative data into discrete parts, closely examining them, and comparing them for 

similarities and differences to pattern coding, which are explanatory or inferential codes, ones 

that identify an emergent theme, configuration, or explanation. They pull together a lot of 
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material into a more meaningful and parsimonious unit of analysis. They are a meta-code. 

Pattern Coding is a way of grouping those summaries smaller number of sets, themes, or 

constructs"5 to collect common phrases used by perpetrators, church leaders, and leaders.  Kathy 

Charmaz writes of using coding, “you define what is happening in the data and begin to grapple 

with what it means. The codes take form together as elements of a nascent theory that explains 

these data and directs further data-gathering.”6 This form of coding has allowed me to stay as 

close as possible to the original words and thoughts of the perpetrator.7 

After several readings of archival documents, selected articles, books, trial testimonies, 

diaries, and listening to the audio interviews of various SS guards, I used the two main phases of 

grounded theory coding that Kathy Charmaz describes as “an initial phase involving naming 

each word line, or segment of data followed by focused, selective phrase that uses the most 

significant or frequent initial codes to sort, synthesize, integrate, and organize large amounts of 

data.”8  Once I began repeating the words, I created a graph depicting the frequencies of these 

initial codes in order to find larger themes.9   

Initial Coding 

Words and phrases such as ‘nationalism,’ ‘coward,’ ‘ideology,’ ‘stress,’ ‘pressure,’ 

‘doing my job,’ ‘secret orders,’ and ‘not guilty’ showed up several times over in the initial and 

second readings of trial transcripts, interviews, and personal stories of the men and women used 

in this study. Glesne calls this creating “data clumps.”10 From these words, I attempted to 

contextualize them into broader themes. These initial codes are shown in the following chart 

created from frequency of word usage. 
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Figure 3. Initial codes 

 

Themes 

Marshall and Rossman (2011) describe “the process of inductive analysis as discovering 

patterns, themes, and categories in one’s data.”11 Max van Manen writes that often theme 

analysis is unambiguous and comes from mechanical frequencies, but that analyzing “thematic 

meanings of a phenomenon (a lived experience) is a complex and creative process of insightful 

invention, discovery and disclosure. Grasping and formulating a thematic understanding is not a 

rule-bound process but a free act of “seeing” meaning.”ii Taking van Manen’s directive, in a 

second reading of selected documents, and readings from the literature review, several themes 

have presented themselves.  They are 

1. secret order (under orders to keep special actions a secret); 

2. doing my job/not responsible; 

3. communists/Jews are responsible for what happened; 

4. stress/psychological pressure/appearing to be a coward; 

5. propaganda/nationalism/ideology; and 

6. Hiwi’s/volunteers responsible for actual killing. 

                                                 
ii See Appendix for Frequency charts. 
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In many of the post war trial testimonies, guards pleaded not guilty because they were 

simply following orders. In a close inspection of the one hundred men and women used for this 

study, it was found that a majority either were not prosecuted or had their sentences lessened 

because they were seen to be more useful as witnesses in the prosecution of higher ranking 

administrators. For those who did serve time, the average was less than five years. In these 

testimonies, some attempted to be explicitly vague in their answers even when they were not on 

trial. Detlef Nebbe, an Auschwitz guard and one of the seventy-five men selected for this study, 

was prosecuted for his role in ramp duty.iii  He used tactics such as this to attempt to confuse the 

prosecutors. His answers came in small pieces, describing only what he was ordered to do 

instead of offering a narrative of the entire events. Hermann Hagerhoff, a guard in Auschwitz 

from 1942-1945, testified that he never knew about the gassings until he was told after the war. 

He was never prosecuted for his role in the Holocaust, but instead served as a witness in the 

Robert Mulka trial. 

Using interviews from Browning (1992), Klee, Dressen, and Riess (1988), I found that 

many of the men felt psychological stress at having to perform killings but continued to 

participate due to the appearance of being a coward by their peers if they refused. Richard 

Overy12 writes that the men were given orders that at first glance they were unwilling to do, but 

with the instruction of their commanders, in most cases, they elected to take part in mass killings. 

There was an overall feeling of not letting anyone down and doing one’s part so that it would not 

all fall on the other men, but most notably, so as not be been seen as weak. An SS-Scharfuhrer 

from Kolomea writes that he tried to stay away from the executions, but in the end decided to 

                                                 
iii Ramp duty refers to the selections made as transports of Jews and others came into Auschwitz. Selections were 

carried out by doctors, nurses, and guards to decide who among those coming into camp would live or go directly to 

the gas chambers.  
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participate in them. He did this, not out of an ideological belief, but instead so he would not be 

seen as weak or a coward or have any chance of promotions turned down due to his 

unwillingness to do his part. Another man, a reservist in the Third Police Battalion 91, was 

selected by his superior to participate in an execution squad. He sought to be removed and was 

called a sissy and coward and was verbally reprimanded for “unsoldierly conduct.”13  However, 

he was not made to participate other than standing guard over the massive grave to make him a 

stronger soldier.  

In the same literature, members of the security police and the Einsatzgruppen stated that 

the volunteers or Hiwi’s were the main perpetrators in the mass killings throughout occupied 

Europe.  In their interviews, they spoke of these volunteers as willing to enact brutal deaths on 

Jews and Gypsies. In the context of this study, there were no findings indicating that the guards 

who were considered ethnically German from Yugoslavia or other nations were any more or less 

brutal in their actions. Building from the initial themes, this case study focuses on three areas that 

contributed to these men and women becoming active perpetrators of antisemitic violence during 

the Holocaust in order to offer a broader view of normal concentration camp guard behavior 

during World War II: 1) keeping secret/secret orders; 2) following orders/Befehl ist Befehl; and 

3) ideology.  

SPSS Frequencies 

While this research was primarily qualitative, I did initially use some quantitative 

analysis to gain a general overall picture of the guards. I used Statistical Package for the Social 

Science (SPSS). This statistical software, capable of performing highly complex data 

manipulation and analysis, was used to find patterns in education, military rank, nationality, pre-

World War II employment, positions held during the war, and camp assignments of 100 SS 
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guards, doctors, and administrators found in the Polish Institute of National Remembrance 

database. Most of the men’s names entered into SPSS came from the list of guards I received 

from the Auschwitz-Birkenau Museum archive. For the female guards, or, SS-Helferinnen, I 

examined post war trial testimonies to find names. After selecting several names, I began to 

research family history, pre-war employment, personal correspondence, and positions held 

during the Holocaust. This information was collected in order to find trends in why one would 

seekiv a post within the concentration camp system. The women in this study often sought 

employment as nurses in hospitals instead of as guards in concentration camps. However, very 

few found positions in the medical field and came to work at the camps often out of economic 

need. The pay was significantly higher than one would make in the ammunition factories or 

farms. These positions can be seen in Table 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
iv While many of these individuals did seek to be employed/stationed in a concentration camp, there are some who 

were placed at these sites by military order, depending on the needs of the commandant.  
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Table 1 

Pre-War Occupations of 100 Men and Women in this Study 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Farmer 9 9.0 9.0 9.0 

Administrative 6 6.0 6.0 15.0 

Nurse 3 3.0 3.0 18.0 

Domestic 3 3.0 3.0 21.0 

House Wife 3 3.0 3.0 24.0 

Politician 2 2.0 2.0 26.0 

Teacher 2 2.0 2.0 28.0 

Student/College 3 3.0 3.0 31.0 

Police 4 4.0 4.0 35.0 

Lawyer 1 1.0 1.0 36.0 

Bricklayer 1 1.0 1.0 37.0 

Salesman 5 5.0 5.0 42.0 

Tradesman 9 9.0 9.0 51.0 

Locksmith 2 2.0 2.0 53.0 

Laborer 9 9.0 9.0 62.0 

Professor 1 1.0 1.0 63.0 

Merchant 10 10.0 10.0 73.0 

Electrician 4 4.0 4.0 77.0 

Doctor 2 2.0 2.0 79.0 

Jeweler 1 1.0 1.0 80.0 

Painter 1 1.0 1.0 81.0 

Baker 4 4.0 4.0 85.0 

Clerk 5 5.0 5.0 90.0 

Butcher 3 3.0 3.0 93.0 

Photographer 1 1.0 1.0 94.0 

Accountant 1 1.0 1.0 95.0 

Unknown 3 3.0 3.0 98.0 

Inn Keeper 1 1.0 1.0 99.0 
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Engineer 1 1.0 1.0 100.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0  

I initially added religious affiliation, but after reading the data multiple times, I found 

very little collaborating data confirming that religion had much to do with the actions of the 

guards which caused me to re-evaluate my conclusions on the role of Christianity in perpetrator 

behavior. This finding is discussed in greater detail in Chapters IV and V. Through 

correspondence with Dr. Płosa, I found that out of over 500 guard personnel records, only 56 

recorded religious affiliation.v  This information was also confirmed in an emailvi from Dr. 

Herbert Pieske, a researcher for the Deutsche Dienststelle (WASt) (German Service). In the 

readings of SS diaries, and memoirs, I found little information to persuade me to include religion 

in SPSS. This revelation will be discussed more in Chapter IV. 

Seeking Meaning 

Through the collection and analysis of literature written by well-known scholars in the 

field, trial testimonies, and archival documents, I attempt to further the knowledge of perpetrator 

violence by connecting the themes which arose in this process with psychological theories on 

why ordinary men and women enacted violence on the Jews during the Holocaust. This specific 

meaning making situates itself along with the Stanley Milgram study14 on obedience. This theory 

has been used by multiple scholars seeking to answer the same questions. I discuss this 

correlation in the Findings section of Chapter V. While there are those who question the 

legitimacy of the study in prolonged behavior, the multiple replication of his findings have 

proven, at least to this researcher, that there are still important connections between obedience to 

authority and perpetrator violence.  

                                                 
v See correspondence with Dr. Płosa in Appendix. 
vi See correspondence with Dr. Pieske in Appendix.  
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When attempting to make connections between the actions of the guards and the people 

in this study, I sought to see them as ordinary humans instead of specifically German.  A well-

known and often contested scholar, Daniel Goldhagen, postulates that Germans were willing to 

execute Jews because of long held antisemitism. His thesis has been questioned by others in the 

field who see him as presenting Germans as a genocidal people. This is a highly political stance 

that does warrant some questioningvii, however, this study limits itself to antisemitic violence. 

Relying again on the basis of Milgram’s study being conducted on Americans, I see no 

connection to German people being intrinsically genocidal.   

Limitations 

This study relies heavily on historical documents of SS guards and those who knew them. 

To ensure validity, which according to Maxwell (2004) can be a checklist including “searching 

for alternative explanations, triangulation, rich data, and comparison,”15 I have used trial 

testimonies, witness testimonies, and other public records available to corroborate the findings 

from the historical documents. While these types of documents offer rich data, they are a 

contested source of information. Translation of testimonies can lose meaning according to 

Clifford S. Fishman.16 While one might even be a native speaker, if the person transcribing or 

translating is from a different region, the interpretation could lose meaning. There is also the 

importance of recognizing that those who were used for this study were typically attempting to 

save their own lives, or at the very least, to avoid prosecution for crimes against humanity. It is 

with this information that the researcher must approach primary documents with a sharp eye and 

an understanding of how memory fades and attempts to hide the worst of violent actions 

perpetrated by these men and women.   

                                                 
vii See the Herero Genocide.  
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CHAPTER IV: 

FINDINGS 

This chapter presents the themes that arose during the data analysis of Chapter III.  

The information included in this chapter comes from one hundred guards and administrators of 

Nazi death camps in Poland. The 75 male names were selected from the list of guard namesviii 

collected during a research trip to the Auschwitz-Birkenau Museum archive in the fall of 2015. 

The 25 female names were collected from various post-World War II trial transcripts. 

Information collected on these individuals includes gender, pre-war employment, camp 

assignments, education level, nationality, and military rank. The data collected and presented in 

this chapter correspond to the original research questions found in Chapter I. However, while 

religion (Gottgläubig) will be discussed to some degree in this chapter as it pertains to ideology, 

there will be little information offered concerning the religion of those quoted. This topic, which 

is the basis for my first research question “How has Christianity influenced antisemitic 

perpetrators?” is addressed in detail in Chapter V. 

Keeping Secrets 

While there is dispute as to how much was known about antisemitic violence in the years 

leading up to and during the Holocaust by the general population, Nazi leaders used specific 

language as a form of hiding their activities. One did not say mass killing, gas chambers, or 

execution.  Instead, words such as special action, transport, special orders, special treatment, 

and resettlement were used to describe what was happening to the Jews and other undesirables of 

                                                 
viii See list of guard names in the Appendix. 
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Germany and occupied Europe. The euthanasia program, or T-4 Aktion (Tiergartenstrasse 4), 

code name for the killing of the mentally ill and disabled during Operation Reinhardt, drew harsh 

attention from Germans citizens and Christian leaders after a massive propaganda campaign, as 

shown in Figure 4, promised German citizens that those chosen to die, described as living a life 

unworthy of life (lebensunwertes Leben), would be given a merciful death. However, even with 

the public outcry against the program, it was decided that these killings would continue but 

euphemisms would be used to differentiate the treatment type the person received.  

Desinfiziert,17 or disinfected, would be used to describe the continued killings in the T-4 Aktionix 

[sic].   

 
 

Figure 4.  Euthanasia propaganda from: Calvin College Online German Propaganda Archive  

 

The word Sonderbehandlungx, or special treatmentxi, began being used by Nazi officials 

to describe anything from transport to extermination. Berel Lang writes that disguising language 

                                                 
ix See Chapter II for a detailed description of the T-4 Eugenics program. 
x See Trial of Adolf Eichmann transcript. According to him, Sonderbehandlung could mean different things 

depending on whether the person in question could be Germanized.  If not, it meant to kill. 
xi See Jacobs, Steven Leonard. Raphael Lemkin's Thoughts on Nazi Genocide: Not Guilty? E. Mellen Press, 1992. 

p.p. 149, 211. 
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was used "not only in communications issued to the Jewish public when the intention of those 

issuing the communications was to deceive the Jews in order to minimize the likelihood of 

resistance, but also in addresses to the outside world and, perhaps more significantly, in internal 

communications as well, among officials who unquestionably knew (who were themselves 

sometimes responsible for) the linguistic substitutions stipulated by the language rules.”18 

In the Korherr Report,19 Sonderbehandlung (SB)20 was originally used to describe the killing of 

Jews. However, because the word was so well known, Himmler insisted it be redacted and 

changed to durchgeschleust, or processed, in an effort to continue to hide the annihilation of the 

Jews. In the ranks of the Einsatzgruppen,xii and in the death camps, most used the euphemism 

special action or special treatment to describe the killings. Raul Hilberg writes that concealment 

was of the utmost importance so as not to cause panic in those either being gassed or outsiders 

seeking information about what was happening in the camps. Words such as bath house, special 

installations (crematoriums), and being transported east were often used.21 

Dr. Johann Paul Kremer, a PhD in Philosophy and a physician, joined the NSDAP in 

1932. Kremer specialized in what is now known as human genetics. Kremer was assigned to 

Auschwitz as a replacement for another doctor who became too ill to continue working. Kremer 

wrote of the mundane daily life at the camp including meals he was served, dealing with fleas in 

his hotel room, and ordering uniforms from Berlin, intermixed with attending special actionsxiii 

carried out multiple times over his time there. In a deposition at his hearing in Crakow [sic] after 

the war, he stated that his research interest dealt with starvation and its effects on the body. After 

choosing prisoners for his research, they were lead into a room and  

                                                 
xii Einsatzgruppen, as defined by James Waller, “were mobile killing units charged with the murder of anyone whom 

the Nazis deemed racially or politically unacceptable.” Waller, James. Becoming Evil: How Ordinary People 

Commit Genocide and Mass Killing. Oxford University Press, 2007. P. 92. 
xiii Special Action is defined as an operation involving the mass assembly, deportation, and murder. 
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Laid down still alive on the dissection table.  I (Kremer) would go up to the table 

and ask the patient to give me some details essential for my research. For 

example, for his weight before his detention, how much weight he had lost since 

his detention, whether he had taken any medicine recently, etc. After I had been 

given this information a medical orderly would come and kill the patient with an 

injection to the heart area. To my knowledge all these patients were killed with 

phenol injections.22 

 

Upon his arrival to Auschwitz, Kremer notes on August 30, 1942, that he is given strict 

orders by Hauptsturmführer Uhlenbrock to keep what happens in the camp a secret. Throughout 

his diary, as shown in Figure 5, there are references to attending special actions while at 

Auschwitz. His description of some of those actions leaves little speculation as to their true 

meaning.  On September 2, 1942,1942, he writes, “For the first time, at 3:00 A.M. outside, 

attended a special aktion [sic]. Dante’s Inferno seems to me almost a comedy compared to this. 

They don’t call Auschwitz the camp of annihilation for nothing.”23  
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Figure 5. Page from the diary of Johann Paul Kremer from: http://phdn.org/archives/holocaust-

history.org/auschwitz/19420901-kremer/  
 

 

Ludwig Damm joined the SS because “I have a friend, a comrade, who told me that here 

the SS is something very special, something pure, something noble, one cannot [sic] have a 

punishment, and I have joined it in good faith, as an idealist.”24 As an Auschwitz guard, Damm 

saw what was happening in the camp, and over a holiday break, told outsiders what was 

happening there. Hoss, commandant of Auschwitz, reprimanded him stating:  

To the SS Sturmmann Ludwig Damm, Auschwitz.  

I will punish you according to DBO for the mobile state § 8, paragraph C, number 

2 with a strict reference because you acted during your vacation contrary to the 

http://phdn.org/archives/holocaust-history.org/auschwitz/19420901-kremer/
http://phdn.org/archives/holocaust-history.org/auschwitz/19420901-kremer/
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existing orders and regulations. Reason: During your holiday in December 1942, 

you talked with the soldiers and parties about the Jewish problem and made 

statements on the solution of the Jewish question in Auschwitz. By this behavior, 

which might have caused disquiet to the population, you acted contrary to the 

orders you knew. I have only refrained from a more severe punishment on the 

basis of your previous good conduct and other good judgment, and I expect you to 

use this incident as a doctrine for the future.25 

 

According to Damm’s testimony in the Frankfurt Auschwitz Trials, he felt that others should 

know what was happening in the camp even though he signed an agreement of secrecy that, if 

broken even after retirement, would mean treason. He states that it was seeing women prisoners 

for the first time that triggered him to speak out and attempt to be reassigned. No other testimony 

was found in which a guard or administrator sought to be reassigned or spoke out against what 

was happening in Auschwitz. Damm was a witness in the Frankfurt Auschwitz trial. He was 

never charged with any crimes. 

In interviews and statements from the men of the 101 Reserve Police, the Police 

Regiment Center even ordered that the events be blotted out by the use of social events in the 

evenings after the executions took place.26 In other words, one was not to speak on the day’s 

actions. This secretive behavior can also be found in the private lives of active perpetrators.  

Maria Pawela, then an 18 year old Polish girl who worked as a domestic27 in the house of 

SS- Sturmbannführer (Major) Karl Bischoff and his wife, described him as distraught over his 

relationship with his wife but otherwise a kind man who adopted a Polish child in hopes to save 

his marriage. Bischoff, an architect by trade, joined the National Socialist German Workers’ 

Party (NSDAP) in 1932. He was educated in the traditional Volksschule and an additional three 

years in trade school in order to become a master builder. Bischoff was responsible for the 

building of the Birkenau camp and oversaw construction of the gas chambers and crematoria 
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there. In a letter to SS-Oberführer (Sr. Colonel) Hans Kammler concerning the building of 

crematorium II, he was business oriented. He writes,  

Except for some minor construction work, Krematorium II was finished by 

working with all our available forces day and night, despite inexpressible 

difficulties and freezing weather. The ovens were fired in the presence of the 

senior engineer Prüfer of the executing firm, Topf and Sons, Erfurt, and they are 

working faultlessly. The reinforced concrete ceiling of the morgue could not yet 

be eliminated due to the freezing weather. However, this is not significant, as the 

gassing cellar can be used for this purpose. Due to the railway car prohibition, the 

company Topf and Sons could not deliver the aeration and deaeration equipment 

at the time demanded by the Zentralbauleitung. After the aeration and deaeration 

equipment arrive, however, installation will begin immediately, so that 

presumably by February 20, 1943, it will be completely ready for operation.28 
 

Bischoff and his wife stayed in Oświęcim until 1944 when he was reassigned to Germany. 

Pawela writes that he and his wife packed tins filled with gold and jewelry brought from the 

camp before leaving town. Bischoff was never arrested for his role in the Holocaust. He died in 

1950.  

Willy Peter Frank, dentist in Auschwitz, was present for selections as transports came 

into camp. For his crimes, he was given a seven year prison sentence.29 He is described as 

loving, good natured, and attentive to his family and his Polish housekeeper, Alfreda Babiuch. 

She writes that the Frank’s door was always open to friends and that they often threw lavish 

parties supplied by food and drink from Auschwitz. When she was ill, he even visited her in the 

hospital.  While she was unsure of his exact job in the camp, she notes that she could barely 

clean his boots due to the smell of “corpse”30 that lingered on them.  

Ideology 

The indoctrination of Nazi ideology began as soon as Hitler took power in 1933. Joseph 

Goebbels (1897-1945) writes, “The Nazi party is a political church, where for hundreds of 

thousands of years German people will be trained to be true National Socialists. We are the 

political pastors of our people.”31 As Minister of Propaganda, Goebbels’ main roles were to 
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create a common enemy for the German people and convince them to embrace the Nazi ideology 

of superiority. Joel Dimsdale writes that it does not matter if the ideology is logical as long as it 

is believable.32 After the failure of World War I and the economic tailspin of 1929, Germans 

wanted to believe in something that would put them back on top. The historical Aryan fit well 

into the mythos of Nazi ideology. See example in Figure 6.  

 
 

Figure 6.  Nazi propaganda posters from: Calvin College Online German Propaganda Archive 

 

Anti-Jewish Ideology reached into the schooling of German children beginning in 1933. 

Earl Raab offers a glimpse into life under Nazi rule by sharing a mathematics problem children 

had to solve in school. The question was, “The Jews are aliens in Germany. In 1933, there were 

66,066,000 inhabitants in the German Reich, of which 499,682 were Jews. What is the 

percentage of aliens?”33 For the guard who began working at the age of 18, he or she had already 

had years of indoctrination which possibly made it easier for members of the SS to swear loyalty 

to Adolf Hitler above all others. Everyone signed an oath of loyalty upon entering the service.  

Heinrich Baab, a member of the NSDAP beginning in 1932, finished volksschule, 

metalworking apprenticeship, and after looking for work, became a policeman and later a 

member of the Gestapo. He stated in his post-World War II trial, “I was an idealist in my 
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profession. If I used such expression as 'Jewish bastard' or 'Jewish sow,' it simply meant that this 

official language had become so much a part of my flesh and blood that I saw nothing unusual in 

it. I never used anything but spiritual weapons in dealing with offenders.”34 Babb was accused 

and found guilty of “fifty-five counts of murder, twenty-one counts of attempted murder, thirty 

counts of assault and battery, and a variety of lesser offences.”35  

Hans Stark, an SS guard who started off in life as a disappointment to his father due to 

poor academic aptitude, began his military career as a teenager at approximately 17 years old 

after failing out of school. His father signed for Stark to join the SS, and he was sent to 

Oranienburg for six months of training without leave. It is here that Stark was indoctrinated into 

the Nazi ideology. Dr. Lechler, a specialist at his trial, noted that “Defendant Stark is an example 

of how a young man with average talents and an entirely normal, inconspicuous disposition 

readily submits to what may be called a reversal of conscience. He is an example of a person's 

vulnerability to letting himself be perverted and turned into a tool of totalitarian potentates. As a 

result his moral control is replaced with the mind-set of a Führer. The final consequence is the 

development of functionaries without a conscience.”36 A witness at his trial stated that Stark had 

a sign in front of his desk that read, Compassion is Weakness.37 Stark served a ten year sentence 

for his active role in the gassing of countless Jews. When asked after his trial if he saw himself as 

a criminal, he replied, “I have participated in the killing of many people. After the war I have 

often asked myself whether I became a criminal. I have not been able to find an answer to this 

question.”38  

Herta Bothe SS-Aufseherin,xiv was another who, after the war, stated that she did not 

think she had done anything wrong while working in the camps. She too was indoctrinated early 

                                                 
xiv SS- Aufseherinnen is the title for female guards. 
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in Nazi ideology. As a young girl of around twelve to thirteen, Bothe was a member of the 

League of German Girls (Bund Deutscher Mädel [BDM]). The girls were “taught that good 

health and an acceptable racial background, in line with Nazi racial theory, were essential 

qualities.”39 The intention of the group was to ensure German girls would grow into women who 

produced healthy Aryan children. Bothe excelled at sports and exemplified the standards for 

Aryan womanhood. She was blond, healthy, and stood over six feet. Bothe, while not a good 

student, sought to become a nurse. At 22, she was sent for guard training at Ravensbrück. Part of 

guard indoctrination there included antisemitic propaganda films such as Jud Suss, which 

portrayed Jews as sexual deviants and as financially and morally corrupting Christian lives. 

Bothe was known to beat female prisoners with wood until their death. After the war, she was 

sentenced to ten years’ prison but was released early. In an interview near the end of her life, 

Bothe stated that if she had refused to do as ordered, she would have been thrown into a 

concentration camp herself. This claim has been proven false many times over.  

Irma Grese, possibly the youngest (age 22) of the female guards to be executed for her 

role in the abuse of prisoners at Ravensbrück, Auschwitz- Birkenau, and later Bergen-Belsen, 

was said to have been obsessed with the League of German Girls and Nazi ideology. Felisha 

Morris writes that all children were held in high esteem in the Nazi party but those who worked 

on farms or anything associated with German soil were especially well regarded. This played 

into Grese’s desire to become more involved in the party. Grese quit school and left home at 14 

and worked as a farm hand while trying to find work as a nurse. At 18, she volunteeredxv to work 

as a guard in the camps. She is said to have been especially cruel and found sexual pleasure in 

                                                 
xv There are conflicting arguments on whether she volunteered or was assigned to work in the camps. 
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the pain of others. She had a riding crop made from cellophane and often used it to beat female 

prisoners.40  

Franz Johann Hofmann finished an apprenticeship in upholstery art but could find no 

work. He became a member of the NSDAP and the SS in 1932 and began working as an 

auxiliary policeman. Hofmann was a regular attendant at selections in Auschwitz and was 

described by his commander as “distinguished by his zeal, his conscience and his 

circumspection. From the point of view of his character as well as his behavior, he is 

irreproachable…He is a convinced and fanatical National Socialist…He fulfills his present 

function very well. It lends itself particularly well to this type of activity.”41 At his trial, 

Hofmann stated that he attempted to do his best wherever he was hired. As a guard at multiple 

camps, he was sentenced to life imprisonment for criminal activity in KL Auschwitz.42  

Befehl ist Befehl (An Order is an Order) 

In the March 1947 United Nations War Time Commission case number 139, Personnel of 

the concentration camp in Oswiecim, Auschwitz, it is written that the expected plea of those 

charged would be “following orders.”43 This same defense, often referred to as the Nuremburg 

Defense became a common plea after the Nuremberg Trials of 1945 and 1946. In reading the 

testimonies of the guards listed in Chapter III, many referred to orders coming directly from 

Berlin concerning the gassing of concentration camp prisoners, and the stories of the men of the 

Reserve Police Battalion 101 discussed in Chapter II also speak of following orders from above. 

The culpability of these individuals will be discussed in greater detail in Chapter V.  

Detlef Nebbe, who completed seven years of primary school and worked as a merchant, 

was assigned to Auschwitz in 1940. There he showed his cruelty by organizing night pistol 

practice using prisoners as his target. Nebbe organized transports into Auschwitz. For his work, 



 

59 

 

he was promoted to chief of staff and awarded the War Merit Cross II Class with Swords. At his 

trial he stated, “While I received the order for the so-called transport service from the battalion 

leader, the battalion received it from the commandant. There the order for the transport service 

has been issued by the adjutant, who received the reports of the arrival of transports.” For his 

actions, Nebbe was sentenced to life imprisonment, but his sentence was commuted and he was 

released in 1956. After his release, Nebbe returned to his hometown and worked in a 

confectioners shop.44 

Hans Merbach, a locksmith who finished volksschule and joined the NSDAP in 1930, 

was promoted to SS Untersturmführer in 1939. By the end of 1941, Merbach was commander of 

security (2nd Company of the SS Totenkopf Sturmbannes) at Buchenwald. His commanders 

wrote that he was a good Old Fighter and true SS man. In 1945, he led a transport of prisoners 

from Buchenwald headed to Dachau. Due to Allied bombing, the trip took three weeks to 

complete and, by that time, most in the train cars were dead from starvation. At his trial, 

Merbach stated that he was under orders to evacuate the prisoners, and while it was nearly 

impossible, he did as he was ordered. He defended his actions by stating he tried to find food and 

water for the prisoners at every stop even though witnesses testified that he shot prisoners 

attempting to escape or who were near death. His reasoning for these killings was that escaped 

prisoners by that point were going into towns to enact revenge on innocent Germans so he had to 

stop them. In the American Military Tribunal for Dachau, he stated, “If you members of the high 

court find me criminal in this transport, I have confidence you will at least not put me on the 

level of men who had bad intentions. Judge me as a man who tried to do his best. I had to obey 

crazy orders. Until the end I always tried the best. I await your judgment.”45 Merbach was found 
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guilty for his role in the deaths of prisoners on the Dachau death train and was sentenced to death 

by hanging in 1947.  

Ericka Flocken, the child and sister of physicians, was well educated and was doctor at 

Muehldorf, satellite camp of Dachau. Sixteen witnesses46 at her trial spoke of mistreatment of 

prisoners, refusal of medical supplies, and selections for “invalid transport” to Auschwitz. Even 

as friends testified that Flocken “hated the Nazis”xvi and that she objected to the Nazi treatment 

of Jewish women, she still complied with every aspect of her job. Even though she refused to 

testify on her own behalf, when asked why so many witnesses came forward to speak against 

her, Flocken answered, “They’re Jews.”47 For her role in the crimes against prisoners in 

Muehldorf, she was sentenced to death by hanging, however, in an attempt at leniency, she was 

given life in prison. This sentence would change as well with her being released in 1957.  

Education 

From the data collected in Chapter III, most guards were not highly educated. Thirty-nine 

of the one hundred men and women went only to volksshule, which was considered the required 

level of education in Germany before 1945. Volksshule consisted of eight years of school with 

the first four considered to be elementary education. Students usually began school at the age of 

six to seven. For those with better economic status, there were options of secondary education. 

Twelve of the guards at least enrolled in an apprenticeship or trade school with at least four not 

completing their studies due to war breaking out in 1939.  Even fewer went on to university. In 

the collected data, ten went on to receive higher education degrees.  

                                                 
xvi This statement comes from Hilton, Fern O. The Dachau Defendants: Life Stories from Testimony and Documents 

of the War Crimes Prosecutions. McFarland, 2004. Internet resource.  However, it is confirmed in Flocken’s trial 

transcript. There is a critique by Caroline Sharples that the author did not “use any referencing in the book, and that 

she sometimes leaned more towards the literary side of writing instead of academic.” 

http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=11907  

 

http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=11907
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The unknown percentage shown in the education frequency chart located in the appendix 

has been matched with the pre-war employment levels of the one hundred names used in Chapter 

III. While there are thirty-three persons with unknown levels of education, the pre-war 

employment frequency chart, also located in the appendix, shows that most completed 

volksshule, and a few at least attempted completing trade school. 

Limitations 

The men and women chosen for this chapter came from a random selection of names 

found in documents on KL Auschwitz personnel files during my trip to Poland in 2015, and from 

trial transcripts located on the internet. While most tell a small story of their experiences as 

guards, I use the literature review to flesh out their lives concerning ideology, religion, and 

economic status prior to the war.   
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CHAPTER V: 

FINDINGS, IMPLICATIONS, AND CONCLUSIONS 

When conducting research, scholars often hold preconceived notions or hypotheses of 

what they will find once all of the data is collected and analyzed. This can be said regardless of 

whether the study is qualitative or quantitative in nature. Researchers are fallible. Scholars also 

often bring their own bias into the work. Arthur Miller writes, “The writer must be in it; He can’t 

be to one side of it, ever. He has to be endangered by it. His own attitudes have to be tested in it. 

The best work that anybody ever writes is the work that is on the verge of embarrassing him, 

always.” In the beginning stages of this dissertation, it was assumed by this researcher that 

religion, Christianity specifically, played a central role in antisemitic violence. While it can be 

said that religion was a central issue in perpetrator behavior and violence in the years of early 

Christianity, and in the Middle Ages, it was not at the forefront of the minds of those who 

enacted the horrors of the Holocaust. In fact, Nazi ideology called for one to be a believer in God 

but not a member of organized Christianity.   

Religious Antecedents to Perpetrator Violence 

In Chapter I, I wrote that antisemitic violence did not begin with the Third Reich. In 

truth, it began at least two thousand years before Adolf Hitler would rise to power. In the third 

century BCE, a priest named Manetho called Jews lepers and polluted people for refusing to 

worship Egyptian gods and for eating sacred animals. He was not the only person to think this 

way in pre-Christian times. Pogroms against Jews began before the birth of Jesus, but it was not 

until after his death that Jews became a target of hatred that has lasted even until today.  
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Jesus of Nazareth was a Jewish man who preached to other Jews about the kingdom of 

God. His message was intended for his own people. Jesus died a Jewish man.1 It was many years 

later that Paul changed his message to create a new religion. Paul, a Jewish convert previously 

called Saul, set the stage for the separation of Christ’s teachings and Christianity. According to 

Paul, one no longer had to follow the Abrahamic Laws to be accepted into the kingdom of God. 

One only needed to embrace his interpretation of Christianity. Throughout the canonized Bible, 

Paul, in his letters, is arguing with other Jews in an attempt to change their minds and ways of 

worship.  These letters, and later, the gospels of Christianity have been held up by many as the 

way to treat to Jews.   

The story related to readers of The Bible about Jesus’ appearance before Pontius Pilate is 

an attempt to make Christians see evil in Judaism. Pilate, portrayed as a giving man, finds Jesus 

innocent, but at the insistence of the crowd agrees to have him crucified. Before doing so, Pilate 

supposedly washes his hands of the crime while the crowd yells out that his blood will be on 

theirs and their children’s hands hence creating the myth of the blood curse. Outside of The 

Bible, there is no text confirming this account. However, Paul and the gospels use this story to 

place the blame of Jesus’ death on Jews,i thus, making them a deicide people. This story would 

become one of the major sources of centuries of violence against Jewish people. Descriptors of 

Jews in the New Testament range from the devil to murderers to snakes and vipersii in an attempt 

to separate the new religion from Judaism. Contextually, if we consider the world of Paul or even 

the world in the time of Jesus, we must attempt to understand the ramifications of what would 

happen to the new religion if its leader was killed by the Romans and not the Sanhedrins.  Rene 

Girard writes that Jesus is the ultimate scapegoat in that he died to bring peace to humanity. 

                                                 
i See Matthew 27:25.    
iiSee Matthew 23:31-33. 
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While this view stands as a truth to some Christians, I argue that Girard misses the mark by not 

incorporating a more complex understanding of what it means to be a scapegoat in the world.  

Jews, portrayed as a deicide people in the years of early Christianity, would be put into 

ghettos, have laws enacted against them that would separate them from society and forbid them 

to worship, and be victims of countless pogroms.2 Jews would be the more appropriate ultimate 

scapegoat of this world. Language used to enact perpetrator violence flowed from the mouths 

and writings of many bishops, priests, and church leaders. In the fourth century, John 

Chrysostom called Jews diseased and unable to reach full manhood, insinuating the feminization 

of the Jewish male.3 Susanna Drake writes, “By the fourth century, the depiction of Jews and 

Judaizers as carnal, sexual deviants had become a topos in early Christian texts. Writing several 

decades before Chrysostom in 344, Aphrahat, the Christian sage of Persian Mesopotamia, 

claimed that Jewish interpreters of his day stumbled in their interpretation of scripture because of 

their "lasciviousness and the immodesty of their bodies.”4 These depictions would later be used 

to show the weakness and danger of Jews in the Third Reich. In fact, much of Nazi propaganda 

centered on the supposed sexual deviance of Jews.  

In several instances throughout the medieval period, Jews were forced to wear a badge 

singling them out from Christians. In France, a yellow badge had to be worn by all Jews over the 

age of seven directly above the heart and on the back of their clothes. In England, “piece of 

yellow taffeta, six fingers long and three broad, was to be worn above the heart by every Jew 

over the age of seven years. The badge took the form of the Tablets of the Law, considered to 

symbolize the Old Testament, in which form it is to be seen in various caricatures and portraits 

of medieval English Jews.”5 In Germany it was pointed hats. In Italy Jews were forced to wear 

red and males were to have long beards. In Spain, clothing had to be green and they were to wear 
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a yellow badge. Some countries forced this as a way to ensure Jews did not attempt relations 

with Christian women, but most used the badges as punishment for refusing to accept Jesus as 

the Christ. This law resurfaced in Germany when Reinhard Heydrich, “chief of the Reich Main 

Security Office, first recommended that Jews should wear identifying badges following the 

Kristallnacht pogrom of November 9 and 10, 1938”6 to ensure Germans knew who was Jewish in 

their community. 

By the time of Martin Luther, Jewish stereotypes were solidified in the eyes of Christians. 

Luther, whom many see as a Christian Icon for the Nazi movement,iii attempted to convert Jews 

to his new interpretation of Christianity. Because Jews did not convert, Luther railed against 

them in his writings. Statements from On the Jews and Their Lies called for taking away their 

money for safekeeping, refusing to allow them to practice their religion, forcing them into 

slavery, and burning their synagogues. Scholars of Luther differ on his influence on Nazi 

ideology. Those who are more apologists (Hendrix 2015) argue that Luther wanted to convert 

Jews and saw it as a possibility, and that his later works should not be considered as part of his 

theology. Others (Probst 2012) argue while that might have been the case in early years, by the 

late stages of his life, he was vehemently opposed to Jews and Judaism and that his words were 

later used by leaders of the Nazi party to justify violence against the Jews. While Luther was not 

the last religious leader to spew vitriol, he did give Nazis ammunition for their rhetoric.   

 If I tell you that most perpetrators did not identify as Christian, as I did in Chapter IV, 

why spend so much space writing about its long history of violence in this chapter? Building on 

                                                 
iii Martin Brecht argues that Luther’s views of Jews were not carried into the Third Reich, and Lucy Dawidowicz, 

argues Luther and Nazi Germany shared the same history of anti-Jewish hatred. 

Brecht, Martin. Martin Luther: His Road to Reformation, 1483-1521. Fortress Press, 1985. Internet resource. 

Dawidowicz, Lucy S. The War against the Jews, 1933-1945. Open Road Integrated Media, 2010. Internet resource. 
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the stereotypes created over two thousand years, Nazi leaders played on the enduring 

antisemitism that was present in both the Catholic and Protestant churches to instill a sense of 

otherness upon Jews. Even as Germans might have entered the Nazi Party as Christians, they 

soon changed to the concept of Gottgläubig (belief in God) as their primary religion. Himmler 

saw Christianity as a weakness due to its offering of mercy and sought to remove as many SS 

members as possible from organized religion. There was also the issue of Jesus being a Jew and 

the connection of the Torah with the Christian Bible. In an attempt to stay relevant in the Third 

Reich, the German Christiansiv, specifically Protestants, “who saw great potential in racism as a 

vehicle to rid Christianity of everything Jewish while shaping German national Christianity”7 

sought “Throne and Altar alliance with state authority”8  and rewrote The Bible removing all 

mention of Judaism and the Jewish Jesus. Thus, twentieth century German Christianity did play a 

part in the antisemitic violence by remaining a bystander as its members perpetrated genocide. 

This truth has followed Christianity far into the present day, with only the 1967 Nostra Aetate, 

which renounced antisemitism and the supposed collective guilt of the death of Jesus, beginning 

the conversation of reconciliation between Jews and Christians.  

Thousands of years of assumptions about Jews combined with the notion of Germans 

being the master race came together in the Third Reich. Erwin Staub writes, “Stereotypes are 

resistant to change…The Jew who was the usurer of the past now becomes the banker, the rag 

man now becomes the manager of the high fashion store, the grandson of the rabbi now becomes 

the scholar in secular matters, all this will occupy the foreground of the racist.”9 These historical 

stereotypes built on Christian hatred of Jews, along with seemingly unwavering support of 

                                                 
iv With the exception of the Confessing Church which sought to defend Jews against Nazi violence. 
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German Christianity play a significant role in the responsibility of creating antisemitic 

perpetrators.  

Findings Based on the Literature Review 

The following section deals directly with themes that arose in data analysis of Chapter 

IV.  Using the literature review, these themes will be fleshed out to produce a broader view of 

how perpetrators moved from hating Jews to destroying them.  

Keeping Secrets 

There are arguments that Hitler was very clear in his intentionsv to destroy the Jewish 

people from as early as the 1920s restructuring of the NSDAP, and in his book Mein Kampfvi  

written in 1925 during his imprisonment for the Beer Hall Putsch.vii  However, many scholars 

tend to agree that the Holocaust happened out of functionalviii need to remove eleven million 

Jews from occupied Europe. Arguments for the functionalist side would include the use of code 

words, phrases meant to disguise violence, and in making it a point to have guards in 

concentration camps sign orders of secrecy, otherwise, it would make sense that the language 

used would be more open to a wider audience. 

As discussed in Chapter IV, words such as action (Aktion), special treatment, transport, 

and Sonderbehandlung were used to describe violence against Jews and others. Walter Laqueur 

writes that it was the Nazi upper administration who mainly used camouflage10 language in an 

effort to remove culpability and keep the general public calm. This could also be the reason there 

                                                 
v See Goldhagen (1996), Dawidowicz (1981) 
vi Hitler, Adolf, and John Chamberlain. Mein Kampf. Reynal & Hitchcock, 1939. 
vii 1923 failed coup to take over the government of Bavaria by the Nazi Party as a show of nationalist pride and 

anger over the Treaty of Versailles. The coup was staged in a bar in Munich. Hitler was convicted of treason and 

sentenced to five years in prison. He served less than a year. During this time, he wrote Mein Kampf and became a 

nationally known figure. 
viii See Browning (1992, 2004), Hilberg (1961), Friedlander (1980, 1995) 
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are no written instructions to carry out the Holocaust by Adolf Hitler. Secrecy was of the utmost 

importance in the planning and carrying out the removal of all unwanted people in Germany.  

Hitler writes, “The German has no idea how much the people must be misled if the support of 

the masses is required.”11 Changing the words used to describe violence removes both the stigma 

and blame of brutality. Echoing the call for a merciful death of those in asylums, Earl Raab 

writes, “Subtle reshaping of the meaning of common words was made to sound reasonable.”12 

He related a story found in a Nazi magazine editorial to push home his point.  

The Vikings once conquered a town in England. The men lay slain. The women 

were made slaves. There remained only children, without use and without future. 

What did they do, these true humanitarians? They threw the children into the air 

and caught them on the points of their spears. The Vikings were truly merciful.13 

 

While there is no evidence that the common person in Germany was for wholesale slaughter, the 

use of benevolent language helped to lull the bystander into acceptance and the perpetrator into 

action. There was also the problem of state control of daily lives. Even if one knew, and how 

could they not especially by the mid-1940s, saying something against the violence could get a 

person arrested. Children who bought into the ideology of the NDSAP would turn in parents who 

spoke against the party. Soldiers who might disagree with war would still agree with the killing 

of Jews to preserve German blood.14  

Ideology 

Everything that the Nazis said, had been said before.15 Christian anti-Judaic history, 

Darwinism, Nationalism, and Eugenics were already in existence before Adolf Hitler came to 

power.  However, by combining these, Nazi leadership set into motion a twentieth century 

killing apparatus. The men and women who actively or passively participated in the killing of 

Jews came from years of indoctrination. Science, technology, popular culture, and education 

were infiltrated with the racialization of both Germans and Jews.   



 

71 

 

The Nazis took advantage of strides being made in anthropology by presenting Jews as an 

inferior race. Within Darwinism, propaganda stating that Germans were of superior stock to all 

others in the world gained a following by people who were desperately searching for a return to a 

time when things were good. They also played on the loss of World War I by creating a 

scapegoat myth of the Jews. Hitler once said if you have control of the children, then you can 

control the future. Racial propaganda began in the earliest forms of education. The NSDAP 

ideology combined Hitler’s Mein Kampf and the NSDAP 25 Points which were presented in 

1920. These points called for the removal of non-Germans, state control of news, equal rights for 

workers, restriction of citizenship from Jews, and a strong central power to name a few.16 Raul 

Hilberg writes that like previous antisemites, Nazis “regarded the Jews as hostile, criminal, and 

parasitical…but there was a difference in that Nazis also identified Jews through race.”17  

This integration of racial superiority and a promise to return Germany to its former glory 

was enhanced by a bombardment of propaganda and laws of participation in the Hitler Youth 

and the German Girls League. The idea of community and being a part of something greater than 

oneself often drew people to the party. Regardless, ideology held a central role in creating both 

the bystander and the active perpetrator.    

Befehl ist Befehl (An Order is an Order) 

In the military, if you are given an order, you carry it out. However, there is the question 

of morality when faced with certain orders. The men and women who actively participated in 

perpetrator violence were often given orders to carry out the killings. In the case of the men in 

the Browning study, there were options of not participating but they carried the stigma of being 

considered weak or less of a man. This conflicted with the feminized stereotype of the Jewish 

male. To not carry out an order often equated to one being of the same inferior genes as the Jew.  
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There were also the instances of guards who saw their work as only a small part of the 

genocide. They were not in charge of larger operations, so they only considered what needed to 

be done in their role. In the trials of the guards, many pleaded not guilty. Much the same as the 

teacher in the Milgram study, they were not to be held responsible for the suffering of those they 

harmed. As for the higher officials giving the orders, they could respond that they never gave 

orders to harm anyone, only to transport them east, and if they did have to give direct orders to 

kill, they too were only following orders. Alfred Rosenberg’six (1893-1946) “lawyer at 

Nuremberg tried to defend his client by arguing that Christian morality requires first and 

foremost obedience to established authorities.”18  

Conclusions 

What made normal people into violent killers and active bystanders? In Chapter I the 

concepts of monsters was raised, but in truth, it is normal to kill large groups of people. What do 

I mean by normal? I mean that given the right circumstances, anyone can commit violence 

against another person or group of people. In the case of perpetrators of antisemitic violence, 

there had been years of build up to the final solution. Nazi leaders played on the old stereotypes 

and promoted near constant propaganda of evil Jews to persuade German people of the need to 

rid Jews from their country.  

Gordon Craigx argues that obedience is an almost innate part of the German psyche, thus 

genocide could be construed as inevitable. However, if one considers all of the circumstances 

that led to the Holocaust, one will see that it could have happened in any country. Germany is not 

                                                 
ix Rosenberg was the chief ideologist for the Nazi Party.  
x See Peter Blickle’s response to Craig’s assessment in Obedient Germans? A Rebuttal: A New View of German 

History. University Press of Virginia, 1998. 
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unique in its antisemitism, or its ability to carry out violence on a large scale. Other factors 

contributed to the Holocaust. 

The process of dehumanization of Jews made it easier to turn away from what was 

happening in the streets by the brown shirts. The same dehumanization helped to ensure there 

would be violence in the streets. James Waller writes that “depriving one of their identity, and 

defining them entirely by a category to which they belong, and excluding this category from the 

community of human family, one can remove that category outside of our universe of moral 

obligation, and therefore, not deserving of compassionate treatment removes normal restraints 

against aggression.”19 While I can agree with Waller on dehumanization, we part ways when it 

comes to the possibility of the human brain being hardwired for good and evil. His argument 

makes sense, but if we begin to accept the idea that it is part of our genetic makeup to be 

genocidaires, we move towards a slippery slope of questions dealing with who is allowed to live 

or even be born. 

Conformity holds enormous of power over society. Since the creation of norms20, we 

have strived to fit within accepted behavior in our given culture.  So what do we do when our 

societal norms are turned upside down? We find ways of coping with the new normal. 

Christopher Browning’s work on ordinary men perfectly explains what the average person does 

when put into a situation of following orders and staying within acceptable norms of one’s 

fellow soldiers.  While it is true that some refused to carry out the killings, most did participate. 

It was even seen as easier after the first round of executions. We also must think of who was 

doing the killing. It was not the often well-educated upper political party members. Overall, it 

was poorly educated, blue collar men and women. The Nazi ideology resembling just enough of 

Marxist thought played on the rights of the common man and worker while giving him a 
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collective enemy to focus his anger instead of looking to the Nazi leadership that was the driving 

force in going to war and causing fewer and fewer goods to reach him. Elizabeth Hope Murray 

writes, “Only when there is an Other [sic] can you know who you are…the Other [sic] is not 

outside, but also inside the self.”21 With that said, in no way do I absolve the active perpetrators 

for carrying out the killings. No text or document that I have found during this study shows a 

person would have been punished for not carrying out his or her share of killing. In fact, it is just 

the opposite.  There are several instances that people reported to their superiors that they could 

not carry out their “duty” to the Führer.  

Findings According to Collected Data 

A majority of guards in the concentration camps were male, had served in the military in 

some capacity, were not highly educated, and worked in blue collar occupations before the 

Holocaust. In a 1933 census of Nazi Party members, it was found that on average, seventy 

percent of participants worked in blue collars jobs as opposed to at most fourteen percent who 

worked in white collar positions.22  A majority of the men used in this study were party members 

from at least as far back as 1932, therefore the census data and the information collected on their 

pre-war employment would match the norms of most concentration camp guards. From the SPSS 

frequency chart located in the appendix, a majority of the 100 men and women from the 

collected data worked as farmers, laborers, or merchants. Female guards were less represented 

due to the understanding that the role of German women was to give birth to strong Aryan 

children in order to help achieve an ideal community or Volksgemeinschaft. Women who were 

single, not highly educated, and often from poorer upbringings were sought to work in the 

camps. In Chapters III and IV, I discussed the culpability of the one hundred men and women 

used for this dissertation. After concluding my research, I found that other than some of the more 
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notorious guards, most did not face prosecution for their roles in the camps. If they were 

prosecuted, their initial sentencing was anywhere from one and a half years to life in prison. 

However, a majority had their sentences commuted and served approximately five years in 

prison.  

Future Research 

The study of perpetrator violence in still an open field for new research. While there have 

been many books and articles written on the topic, most sit within singular disciplines. By 

broadening our scope, researchers would do well to investigate the connections between their 

fields and rising disciplines such as Disability Studies, especially considering the refinement of 

mass murder began on those who were considered disabled. Other fertile areas of research 

include the performance of masculinity by Nazi perpetrators, and the feminization, thus 

sexualization, of the male Jewish body.xi  

The more we learn about perpetrators and the Holocaust, the more we are able to include 

interdisciplinary methods of discovery. This opportunity is in the beginning stages of moving 

under the umbrella of Critical Genocide Studies. While there is a chance of losing focus on the 

Holocaust, it is important to open ourselves to the possibility that there are important discoveries 

still to be made within the field if only we allow ourselves the chance to find them. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
xi Gilman’s work, The Jew’s Body is an excellent beginning on this topic. See Gilman, Sander L. The Jew's Body. 

Routledge, 1991.  
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APPENDIX B:  

 

INTERVIEW WITH MRS. H 

 

 

Mrs. H.:  And that’s why it was so easy for Hitler to take over. I was going from 13 to 14 in 19, 

March 13, 1938. 

 

Kim:   How old were you? 

 

Mrs. H.:  I was going on 14. 

  

Kim:  Going on 14? 

 

Mrs. H.:  I was 13. And what happened, we had Nazis, you know. Germany and Austria was like 

that. We could not communicate. We could not go there. We was completely isolated from each 

other after the First World War And in 1934 the Nazis killed our chancellor, Engelbert Dollfus, 

and then we didn’t have no army, just some veterans from the First World War that would march 

around [inaudible].  And they were watching; some of the guys were watching the railroad 

tracks.  

And uh, I had a good childhood.  We never had to buy vegetables or fruit. We had fruit trees and 

my father made the vegetables. And we were taught to help out in the house, you know.  

And it was strictly Catholic. We were, it was so strict, we had religion in school. Curriculum, an 

hour, and the priest would come or the nun would come, and teach us. We had to line up in the 

schoolyard and march to church. It was very strict Catholic.   

 

Kim:  Is that before Hitler came or after? 

 

Mrs. H.:  Before. Before ’38. So then they come in, the SS, one day and took the Jews away. We 

couldn’t even say “goodbye.” We had such a good relationship because all of the merchants and 

the doctors were Jewish. I would make clothes for Marina’s little daughter, her doll, and we 

would go and buy groceries. They had the grocery store, the Holtzes, and there were four 

generations — let’s see great grandma, grandma, mother and child — four generations that they 

were there. 

 

Kim:  They owned the market? 

 

Mrs. H.:  They had the little grocery store. And we would go on Saturday and buy our 

breadcrumbs for the wiener schnitzel for Sunday, and they were not allowed to take the money. 

So they would have a little pad and would open it and we would shove the money under there so 

they wouldn’t have to touch it.  
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And on Shabbat, my sister and I would go down and comb the old ladies’ hair and light the 

candles cause they were not supposed to touch anything. And then we got the Manner Schnitten 

there, like a Kit Kat without the chocolate.  

We had such a good relationship with them and my mama’s doctor, Hoffmann. He was a saint. 

He had baby white hair and a goatee, and a mustache. And he was so handsome, kind of frail 

looking, and he gave his life for his people. He had pneumonia, and you know they didn’t have 

cars; he had to walk to get the medicine and his daughters begged him, “Papa stay at home,” you 

know, “You’re sick” and he said, “Well, my patients need me.” And he didn’t get paid most of 

the time. There were strawberry fields and when hail got it, they didn’t have no money. So he 

didn’t get no money. And when the children were sick and he would say they need some butter 

and they need some medicine. “Well we don’t have no money,” so he bought that for them too.  

When he had pneumonia and died, at about 72, and there were more Gentile people, I mean like 

300 people at least, at his funeral. You know they buried them in a wooden box before sundown, 

and he had so many people at his funeral. He was a saint. And uh, I’m glad that he didn’t have to 

live through the Hitler time, because that was the least [sic] person that that would happen to.  

And I don’t know whatever happened to the Holtzes. I don’t know what happened to the 

Hernigsbeck (???). Ingrid was in my class, there were three girls, and they were gone overnight. 

They said that the SS ran my doctor, Yokovovich, down the street with his hands up. I found out 

later that he made it to Switzerland, and Dr. Hoffmann’s girls made it to England.   

But what they told us is that the Jews will have to leave and go to Palestina and they were gone 

overnight in my hometown. They were gone. We couldn’t say goodbye, nothing. And you know 

we were friends, and like we were a town, a resort town, so about two dozen people. In the 

summer, we had 10,000 people. The Jewish merchants would send their families down, so they 

stayed a few months in the summer. And it brought us good economy, you know? The economy 

was good.  

I still saw some Polish Jews because they wore the black hats and the badgeand the black coats. 

And I still saw them a few weeks later in Vienna on the sidewalk with the yellow star, the Jewish 

star; a yellow band with a black star. And then they were gone too.  

And we were not forbidden to go to church, but on Sunday, we had to go and raise the flag and 

do sports. And I have to admit, that’s the only thing I liked about it was the sports.  

 

Kim:  You had to raise the flag at church? 

 

Mrs. H.:  I don’t know where we raised the flag. Some place. Indirectly we were forbidden to go 

to church. Because that was a must. We had to do that. And then the church was over. I don’t 

know why they didn’t change the time. 

 

Kim:  After Hitler came into power? 

 

Mrs. H.:  Yeah. And we were all in the Hitler youth. I was in the BDM. That was the League of 

German Girls. Everybody had to belong. They warned your parents first. Then they put the fine 

on them, and then they wound up I guess in the concentration camp. We thought it was a prison.  

But we were young and, uh, change, and the Catholics, the strictness was gone. So in a way we 

were free of that. And everything was represented as idealistic. We were helping out each other. 

We were helping. My mom and dad would go and collect pounds for the poor. And then the 

Germans moved into the Jewish villas and uh, well, for Austria, why people were for Hitler, like 
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I said, Humpty Dumpty could have come and promised them a job. He promised them a job, and 

that’s what got him in. We didn’t really have any vote, they just took over. And even had some 

cannons with goulash for the poor.  

 

A few weeks later, we didn’t have nothing. It was rationed. Food was rationed.  

And then we had the war in ’39 with Poland, so we really didn’t have anything that helped us.  

Jobs you had to have. Now if you didn’t have a job, you didn’t get the ration cards. That was 

until ’48. I was in Munich already, and they were still rationed, and you had to work to get it. So 

that was then four years during the war, and then even after the war, starvation. I weighed about 

80 German pounds and I was like five six and a half. I wished I could fill my stomach one time, 

even if it’s cooked field potatoes.  

But it was just starvation because, the American prisoners said, you know, they didn’t get 

nothing to eat. Well we didn’t have nothing. Nobody was working on the field. We were all 

either in ammunition factories and…. I had my three years in clothes and textile and design. In 

’41, I graduated, and then I wanted to go to Vienna for designing school. Well, that was out 

because there was nothing to be had: no material, nothing to practice on.   

And I received a card from the employment office a few miles away, and they said to report to 

the next airport. And that was in Venalongschdadt ??. It was the biggest airfield next to 

Tempelhof, Berlin. I was holding my, my hand was holding my father’s hand. I was so shy, and 

scared, and I was holding onto him and he could not go in. I had to go in there by myself. And 

they gave me a choice to be a telephone operator, a tele typist or a radio operator. And because 

my father brought home telegraph, and I already knew Morse code, so I chose the hardest one, 

the radio operator.  

And at 18 and 19, I had to take two trains, sometimes I had to pull 24 hours at barely 18. 

Seventeen when I got drafted. I had to catch two trains and walk a mile to get to it, and maybe 

sleep a few hours. My mama would have my wash water ready and fix me something to eat. And 

I had to go back and do 24 hours with the earphones. And it was Morse code. First, it was the 

weather report.  And I would lay down and sleep.  

I must have had already a hearing problem, because I had infections in my ears when I was a kid. 

I was laying down because I was young. I needed some sleep. I was laying on the desk with the 

earphones next to me, and when the phone rang, I couldn’t hear. The field phone was really loud. 

They came three halls down and told me the phone was ringing. And here comes the [makes 

noise] number in Morse code, and there were enigma machine centers and all, and I could hear 

that, and write it down, and I had my weather report.  

And then, out of all the things, they made a movie out of the Enigma. I was operating the 

Enigma, the little wooden box. It had an alphabet in the front with metal rings, and then it had an 

alphabet behind it. And you pushed the front and then it would light up behind it. But to this day, 

I do not know what I was coding or decoding. It was always in five letters, groups, letters this 

big. Full of those tubes with the channel letters.  They didn’t trust nobody else.  

And I had to send them to Russia, and I was really good at giving and receiving, especially 

giving. I have a pretty mean wrist. We had a guy that was working there in the radio station, and 

he said, “All the girls are too dumb. They’re not gonna learn it.” Well the next choice we had 

was ammunition factory, so we learned. You know? That was horrible. Their ear got red and 

everything and fell out. So I at least had an office job.   

And to think that they made a movie now of that little machine, that little wooden box. After all 

the years, I may be the only one left that operated that thing. I sent it to Russia, and about 7 
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letters, really fast. The five groups of letters, channel. And yeah, Mr. Turing, the one that, the 

English guy, Alan Turing, he also noticed and found out that we identified ourselves, the 

Germans identified themselves. And I would give my code, B (her maiden name), and here 

comes from Russia, (makes noise), Cherbenka.  He was the guy that said we were too dumb, and 

they send him to Russia. They didn’t want to go. And he gave me “QRK”; I had to remember 

about 250 abbreviations. And he gave me “QRK”, “your given is excellent.” So that was a 

compliment from a guy who thought we were too stupid. But it kept me out of the Munitions. 

You know everybody had to serve one year for 25 cents, 25 groschen, a day at the farms first and 

then at the ammunition factories. I got out of that, and I also got out of joining the party because 

the army, and the armed forces, and the Nazi party, look, they were like that. The armed forces 

tried to get rid of Hitler because they were soldiers, career soldiers, and they knew that it was 

wrong. And so I didn’t have to join the party.  

That guy, he saved my life because in ’43, they closed down the radio station and we were so 

busy. And sent me to a kaserne in Vienna. I think it was Easter week ’43, no, yeah, ’43. Anyway, 

from there they send me to the Hungarian border. There’s a long lake that goes into Hungary, 

and they had an anti-aircraft outfit there. And in Morse code we would tell the airplanes how to 

fly so they could learn how to shoot down the B-24s that came over every day from Italy. And 

then after Weiner Neustadt, where they put my father with the railroad. It was a big central 

railroad— 

 

Kim:  Where did they put your father? 

 

Mrs. H.:  In Weiner Neustadt, where I was before in the radio station, and he was there. And they 

bombed that. And they bombed Vienna where my sister was in school. They would come right 

over us but when we had, when we had battery there for training from Budweiss, 

Czechoslovakia, they would turn off before they got there.  

And see what happened, there was a German prisoner here in the United States and they said if 

he would take some of those Americans down, you know, with the what do you call? Parachutes. 

They would let him go home. And here was where we were on top of the hill, and the barracks 

were over here with the soldiers, and our house where we were in it and the offices on one side. 

And then there was Rust, where they had the training.  

We used to have to climb the stairs up the church tower and get the fire, you know, to practice. I 

was so puny and so little and so skinny and I had to wear those senders and receivers on my back 

climbing up those stairs and then the ladder at the church. Outside there was a walkway around 

and march three kilometers down and three kilometers back, three times a day. That man saved 

my life by me being sent to the kaserne, and they closed the radio station down. I never knew. I 

didn’t even know that they were bombed. My sister told me that not too long ago that August 13 

’43 they bombed that radio station, the airfield, the town. There were only 18 houses left. They 

clobbered them. So he saved my life, by them closing down the radio station and then sending 

me to the kaserne and then down to Rust. 

 

Kim:  It saved your life, yeah? 

 

Mrs. H.:  He saved my life. I wish he could have saved his own. The queen just now pardoned 

him this year, or last year. 
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Kim:  Who is it? What was his name? 

 

Mrs. H.:  I think Alan Turing. 

 

Kim:  Yes, Alan Turing. 

 

Mrs. H.:  He saved my life because I would have been bombed. And that guy needed to get the 

biggest medal because he shortened the war. 

 

Kim:  Yes. He did not get a medal. 

 

Mrs. H.:  He had to kill himself because he was supposed to have been gay. Who knows he may 

have not been active But that guy needed the biggest medal and he saved my life.  

And then we were there, the Russians bombed us. And the Russians only bombed before the 

Alliance. They didn’t have the long-range planes. So we got bombed; first Hungary got bombed, 

and they killed a radio operator. And then they bombed us. I was downtown with my bicycle. I 

used to help some people with the vineyards and take them some soup and stuff, the girls, 

because the men were all on the front. There were no young men. But they had a Russian and a 

Polish guy to help them. And they had it better than they had it at home. They got a glass of wine 

with their meals and all. It was just the girls left. I was coming home with the bicycle, and I put 

the marmalade, they gave me some apricot jam, and I had to put it down in the ditch because I 

couldn’t hold it and ride my bicycle. I got all undressed and went to bed. And at about one 

o’clock it threw me out of the bed, the first bomb. And they bombed us about two hours; it seems 

like forever. And just our house. The most casualties they had. There was some old men, they 

got drafted when they were 65 and more, and they put them down there to make the Russians 

think there’s some manpower. They had the most casualties.  

I used to run out to the field, to the hill, there was some trenches, because I didn’t want to be in 

the house but I couldn’t make it. The bombs were already flying around. They didn’t go very 

deep but the detonation was horrendous. It probably did my ears in. And we were in the cellar, in 

the basement, and I put the gray blanket over my head, and I wish I could see my folks one more 

time. I was ready to go. They brought in the wounded from outside. That’s where they had the 

most wounded, where I used to go. Then I stood out there after it was over, and there was a 

colony of people marching by. It was dark, it was after two o’clock or so, after it was over. They 

were, I couldn’t barely see who they were or what, but they looked pretty sad. And they marched 

by and then later, after, we got orders to leave there. The Russian tanks are only 15 kilometers 

away. And our officers were Austrian. If they would have been German, we would have been 

there because the Germans even shot even one of their own people that went in to get some 

cigarettes before they blew up the canteen. And they shot him. He had five kids. 

 

Kim:  One German shot the other German? 

 

Mrs. H.:  Yeah. They were so fanatic [sic]. We would have had to stay, but the colonel and the 

captain were, they chicken out, and they took a bus and we had to leave. I gave my bicycle to a 

guy, to a soldier and just took a suitcase. We had to leave.  

We had Russian prisoners. They got fat and fatter. And we got skinnier because they had to do 

the little yard next to the mess hall and they were having carrots and vegetables. And they went 
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into the kitchen and got them a piece of bread. We couldn’t get nothing. We were so hungry. 

Peter was from Moscow, a student, and another gu, and they begged us, could they stay on top of 

the bus to leave from their own people. You know. They were coming in. Looks like they would 

have been happy. The other prisoners, they were glad to be liberated. 

 

Kim:  Were they Jewish or were they political prisoners? 

 

Mrs. H.:  Just Russian soldiers. They were Russian soldiers. And they begged us, could they sit 

on top of the bus to go away from their own people because they would have killed them. They 

were not supposed to be taking prisoners. They ran all the way up to Guten, and I told my folks 

to take off. It was Easter week ’45. They fled too. They got the wagon together and hooked it on 

different trains. Oh yeah, this colony of people, later then a guy that went up and found us, he 

said that they put them in the quarry in Sankt Margarethen. There was a steinbruch. They got 

rocks and stuff from there. It was for building and stuff. There was a quarry. And that guy said 

that they shot all of those people that I saw marching by. And he was trying to help them, and the 

Germans threatened to kill him. He said the blood was just running down the side. 

 

Kim:  Were they Jews? 

 

Mrs. H.:  They were evidently concentration camp people. 

 

Kim:  So that was a death march? 

 

Mrs. H.:  Evidently. We were already gone. But this guy was one of the soldiers that was behind 

and he found us and he said that’s what happened. Because they didn’t know what to do with the 

people. I found, at the nursing home here a few years ago, I made friends with a lady when my 

husband was there in 2004. And this man was visiting his sister and we talked. He was one of 

those B-24 front gunners that flew over us 28 times to Vienna to bomb. And my sister was in 

Vienna. Their house got bombed where she lived but they were on the other side.  

So we were at the same time in the same place. They got shot down, but I don’t know if it was 

our people or if it was the Hungarians. But they landed in Hungary and the German officer said, 

“Why in the world didn’t you drop the bombs?” They said, “Well we were supposed to hit the 

factory and it was cloudy and we didn’t want to kill civilians.” He was on the march too, to 

Munich. What happened, the bus went to Gutenbrunn, and my family went parallel to it, and I 

think one time the Russians beat us to every town. And they took that wagon and put it on a 

military train in the back. They had one wagon with the kids and the women in there, my sister 

and my mama, and it was, I think, the same train where I was standing on one foot. I was sick. It 

was full of soldiers going to Linz. And we had to go all over Budweis to get to Linz because the 

Russians beat us to every town.  

And then we ran out of…I even had to wash the floor in the school, and that’s why I got sick. I 

was wet, you know, and then we had the straw sacks. Then they said we all can leave cause we 

don’t have any more gas. So a girl from Munich that was stationed where I was stationed, she 

was in the same kaserne where I was in Vienna. But she came later too, she and her friend from 

Bavaria. But she picked me out of all those girls and said “Hildi, I’ll take you home with me.” 

I’d never been in Germany before and I didn’t know where my folks were. My sister made it 

home and was with my parents, so they were together, fleeing. And I think they hooked that 
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wagon on that military train cause they were going out of the Linz. So were so close together. I 

didn’t see them for three years after that. For seven months they didn’t know where I was. A man 

finally saw me in Munich and told them about it.  

I had the Red Cross looking for them, and gave them some money. In ’49, when I was already 

back in Germany cause I went home. They said, “We’re sorry, we couldn’t find your parents.” 

And all they had to do was go back to my hometown. They were back home. So I kinda lost faith 

in the Red Cross.  

So we got the last train out of Linz.  There were people all over the railroad tracks trying to flee 

from the Russians. 

 

Kim:  In 1949? 

 

Mrs. H.:  ’45. In ’49 I was back, cause see….I’ll tell you when we were fleeing.  

We got the last train out, and wound up in Ostbahnhof, the east railroad station in Munich. And 

all of a sudden there were two midget ladies about this big. Two midgets with the plaid kind of 

peasant dresses and scarf, and they had a little wagon with the and they said, “May we help 

you?” And they took us, they put the suitcase on it, and I had the gray blanket with my gas mask. 

And we went across town quite a ways to get to the Hauptbahnhof, (the main railroad station), 

and there were ruins. All ruins where the moon shone through it. And I don’t recall any 

conversation with them.  

When we got there to the station, I put my suitcase down and when I bent up to thank them there 

was nobody there. No wagon. No midgets. And to this day I believe they were angels. Because 

why at 1 o’clock at night would they be at the railroad station, two midgets that looked alike, two 

ladies, with a wagon? And you know there was bombings going on a lot. Why would they be 

there at the railroad station asking us if we needed help? They were angels. And I was just 

bending down to put my suitcase down and when I went up to thank them, there was nobody 

there; no wagon, nothing. They couldn’t have disappeared that fast. 

You can’t talk me out of it. They were angels. Because we were really in need of help and we got 

the last wagon out. We got the wagon out to Oberminzing, a suburb of Munich. This late in the 

morning, her mom opened the door and said, “Thank God you’re all here.” She didn’t even know 

I was coming and she became my mamma number two; they took me in. I had to work hard for 

room and board. Mr. Wagner had a garden, a landscape garden, and vegetables and all, and I had 

to work hard. Cut trees where the bombs hit, you know. But I didn’t know where my folks were 

for seven months; they didn’t know where I was. I couldn’t get home for three years. It was still 

Russian occupied, my hometown, and nobody did anything to it. The tanks were tearing up the 

main place, you know, the concrete and all, so nobody did anything.  The Russians took 

everything in wagonloads home to Russia, everything that wasn’t nailed down, and then some of 

that. But it didn’t bring them any luck. They were worse off.  Germany and Austria, they started 

working and they are not better off than anybody that won the war. But what helped, and I think 

that’s what we need again with people, was The Marshall Plan. That was the biggest blessing. 

They took advantage of it and started working. Americans sent food over there, you know rations 

and stuff, but the Russians got ahold of it and they sold it. My father had to buy the little 

chocolate. And he couldn’t get his job back, because he was already in the railroad work for 27 

years, and he couldn’t get his job back because he didn’t join the Communist party. Arkeiden 

was a gypsy, a half gypsy, he made himself bürgermeister, mayor, and he appointed a guy that 

was 37 years incarcerated and arrested, as the police chief. And they killed the mayor that had to 
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take over when the young one went to the front, and they killed him. And they killed anybody 

that they said to the Russians, “Kill him. Kill him” and they spoke a little Russian. And the 

Russians liked that. They were running the town.  

I was supposed to get married. I met my husband in January ’46. It was still curfew at 7:00 and 

my friend, her aunt had a little party, a Mardi Gras party in the house, and there were already two 

officers there. And my husband was already in bed and his roommate, Benny, said, “Get up. 

We’re going to this party.” He knew Magda was an American and she married a SS man, and 

was sort of a translator in the 98th General hospital, and my first husband worked there too. He 

was a medic in the war and he was doing the tours with the nurses, and I finally got a job there 

because the nuns would give me some soup and bread, the flying nuns. I had already business 

school, but I was afraid, I couldn’t speak English. My sister had Oxford English but she was in 

Child Development. So I cleaned the floors and in the evening we would go to the Sea House 

club dancing. Next morning I was seeing the same people. I was like Cinderella.  

But I got my soup and I got enough money to pay my rent. Because so many girls took 

advantage of Americans and I just was too proud. But we had to put in for nine months. If I 

would have married him, and he proposed pretty soon after he met me, I would have been sent 

over here. Well I haven’t seen my folks in three years so I wanted to go home. And in ’47 I went 

home and it was still Russian-occupied. He couldn’t come, that Christmas, I was so disappointed. 

That messed up my only Christmas I had with my parents. I went to sleep and cried myself to 

sleep. The Russians and the Americans had already got kind of started the Cold War so he 

couldn’t come. In ’48 I had a chance to go back. And I saw a picture of another girl next to mine, 

and ah, but I was gone over a year and a half. Then we put in for nine months. We had to be 

screened politically, morally, healthwise. You couldn’t have no venereal disease; they even 

examined us for that. We had to see a minister, he was a Methodist minister, and he was 

interviewing us and we said, “Well, we probably compromise” and join our church. I was 

Catholic and he was Methodist. So we were screened to be a war bride. Well, then they sent him 

home because he had an accident and a big shot from the government got killed. Naturally,they 

blamed it on him. I went there the next morning early, where they impacted, it was a very curvy 

road. And where they impacted was on his side, but his car was heavy and pushed the other car 

over there. Well they blamed him and sent him home.  

Then McCarthy comes and he was screening the Communists. I was helping my father cut 

timber to stay out of the Communist party. My sister couldn’t get a job as a kindergartner [sic] 

(probably meant teacher) because she didn’t join the Communist party. Then McCarthy kept me 

from coming here a year and a half. Well by that time, this county was dry, and my husband and 

them had gone to Utah and tank up.  He couldn’t bring nothing back. He was already a complete 

alcoholic when I came. And at 40, he died. He was cutting the grass and had a heart attack. And 

that heart attack, skin came loose and blocked his kidney region, and he died at 40 after going 

through hell in Europe. He was 18 years old. He was with the 45th Thunderbird Division in 

Oklahoma. He went from Africa to Sicily to Anzio, Salerno, Monte Cassino, Battle of the Bulge 

and he was a medic. Had to go out under fire and get those wounded in. He probably saved a lot 

of lives.  And couldn’t make it. He worked at the 19th General Hospital and he was almost like a 

doctor making the rounds because they didn’t have enough doctors. And I was cleaning the 

floors. It was so uncalled for. McCarthy kinda messed up our marriage. You know, he already 

had a girl when I came. I said, “Well are you going to marry her?” and he said no and I said well 

why should I give up my marriage. My mama said if, you know, something happens come back 

home.  
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But I just stayed and five years later in ’55 I got my citizenship. I had to study American history, 

all the amendments to the constitution and all. It was really hard but I’m glad I had to do that. 

And every immigrant should be made to do that. I had to speak what little English I did and read 

something. And when I talked and I said that I was a radio operator and you know, said what I 

was, I was in the German Girls League. I said everything. I was in the Air Force; I was a radio 

operator. The guy said “I was a radio operator” and then we started talking shop and then we ran 

out of time. And he said, “Well you have to read this real quick.” And who was the father of our 

country, and the three branches of our government, and what else? When do we celebrate our 

birthday? That’s all that they said and I was…American. 

 

But I’m glad I did that. I finally went to college to learn formal English. I started in ’63 but then I 

went home and I thought I was going to stay but Steve and I, my son and I, were American so we 

went to Beloit, Wisconsin. I got homesick for Tuscaloosa and, the people up there were so cold, 

and you know, I went down here, when I got here, I went down the sidewalk to the university 

where I was working at Town and Country Clothes, and a lady said, she was sweeping the floors, 

and she said, “Hi. How are you today?” and I said well, that’s what I like about the south and 

I’ve been happy ever since here. 

I stayed home with my son four years and then I started working at Town and Country Clothes. I 

already had my degree in clothes and textile design. I was a very good dressmaker and tailor, but 

the people just didn’t pay and so I decided to start college. I went from ’64 until ’70, I graduated. 

I had to take four English courses, that was my first English lesson, and I made A’s on my term 

papers. I learned it by reading. But I would have flunked grammar. I was so proud. The lady 

said, “Ms. H. what are you doing in this class?” and I said, “Well, I decided to take formal 

English” and she said, “Well we have essays” and I wrote about Kennedy, I liked him, and she 

said these are people that have taken remedial English and you turned in the best essay. Why 

don’t you go into the foreign students with Dr. Crane, I think, and when he asked about 

prepositions I was so sure, I was so happy I raised my hand. I was the oldest one there, about 39, 

but the students were all nice to me. And I raised my hand, I got up and said “I’m waiting on the 

bus” and he says “No you’re not” and I says, “What? That’s what everybody says.” He says, 

“Well that’s not right. You’re waiting for the bus.” So I learned from my mistakes and I won’t 

forget it. But I would have flunked English, I mean grammar. That’s for the birds. I learned it 

from reading. And I could spell and I could construct sentences and I made A’s on most of my 

term papers. 

 

Kim:  That’s very good and you learned southern English. 

 

Mrs. H.:  Yeah. Well, that’s what I speak now. But I still have an accent. Some people say “Are 

you German?” and I said, “Are you British?” We don’t have our own language. I used to be 

embarrassed, but anyway.  

About the Jews, like they told us, they would go to Palestina, and it wasn’t because they killed 

Jesus. That would big propaganda. That was never used. It was because of foreclosings, crooked 

banks, it was all about business. That’s what they blamed the Jews for. Never was religion 

mentioned. And they told us they would go to Palestina, and some of them did. And my Muslim 

friend, the first Jews that came killed his grandparents. So meanness went each way. They were 

fighting for their country. 
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 Talking about Muslims, I used to be afraid of them and I thought they were all bad, then a 

neighbor Emily, I met her boyfriend. He was Muslim, but he wasn’t Orthodox, he loved 

bourbon. And he married her. But she wasn’t brought up in a church. I met his whole family; I 

met his two sisters, his mama and his brother. I didn’t meet his dad. Now his dad fled during the 

war with the Jews, the Jewish war in ’76. When they lost some of his brothers and they went to 

Kuwait and that’s where Rami (?) and some of the kids were born.  

I had the flu one time, and I was already sick three weeks. And I opened a window, I mean a 

door, and they were sitting in a car, he had on his hat, he was going to Huntsville to where his 

parents are now. They’re working for the government. Good people. And I said, “I don’t have 

any orange juice and I don’t have any bread” and I slammed the door. And he was on his way 

and she had a test. Well I looked out and there was two nice bottles of orange juice, and a bakery 

$5 bread, and flu medicine, and cough drops. I changed my attitude and now judge them as 

individuals instead of clumping ‘em. Like he told me, he says “Mrs. H., there are good Christians 

and bad Christians. There are good Jews and bad Jews. There are good Muslims and bad 

Muslims. They come in every…” and so and they are now married and they’re in Barcelona of 

all things. I hope they didn’t get hurt. He went to school there. He got his PhD here in 

Parkinson’s Disease. He wanted to get some business courses in Spain. I hope they’re home, but 

they’ve been writing me and calling me.  

I have some nice students that were around. The last few years I didn’t get any. They’re not as 

friendly. But every one of them that went to church with me are still my friend. And the one 

couple, Molly and her husband, they are in New Zealand right now. Wesley is just in Europe 

visiting and his mama took me out to pizza before he left. And Rami and Emily are in Barcelona. 

And there’s one girl in Kansas, she’s still in touch. Everyone that went to church with me are still 

my friend. 

 

Kim:  Did you stay Methodist? 

 

Mrs. H.:  No, I’m Lutheran now.  

 

Kim:  I wasn’t sure if you went back to the Catholic church. 

 

Mrs. H.:  No. No. A lady from the Lutheran church, Ms. Foster, well she was a friend they used 

to have the Volkswagen place years ago. And she came to my house, and I thought she was a 

German girl I was expecting and I spoke German with her.  Then I realized, oh that’s not 

Francesca. She said if I had a church and she invited me. And they became the godparents of my 

son. They would pick me up because I didn’t have a …but I didn’t change my religion like I 

should. I waited until 57. Pastor Bob, he just passed away this year in Arizona, he confirmed me. 

And then I became a Lutheran. But I didn’t have to change much, the community’s the same.  

I went to a lot of different churches. People would invite me, especially the Baptists, they would 

invite me to their, what do you call it? Their big meetings. Revivals. I would go and then they 

said, “Mrs. H, go on down and be saved” and I didn’t go down. They said, “Go on down and be 

saved”. I said, “I was already been saved” and they said, “Oh, do you remember the day?” and I 

said, “Yes, when Jesus died on the cross for my sins.” 

 

Kim:  Did you know that First Presbyterian has a German service? 
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Mrs. H.:  Yeah, I’ve went there one Christmas. The Shaws always go.  

See, we never hated the Jews. We were so ignorant that we didn’t question what was happening. 

See?  But if we did, we would have wound up in the same concentration camp. In a dictatorship, 

you keep your mouth shut and you do what you’re told. And I feel like I’m getting there again. 

Trump. I keep him in my prayers because we’re stuck with him. You know, that God will guide 

him. 

 

Kim:  It’s very frightening for me to have studied what I’m studying and seeing what he’s doing. 

It frightens me because it seems that some of the way he thinks is some of the way some of those 

thought back then, and people just don’t recognize… 

 

Mrs. H.:  I’ve been through it. It’s my way or the highway. 

I couldn’t vote for him, but my son talked me into voting for her. I wasn’t for her. They were 

both two crooks. I mean, if we did what they did, we would be hanged for treason.  

 

Kim:  Have you been back home? 

 

Mrs. H.:  What is ironic now, you know, my family, we never hated the Jews. That was just 

something. But then it all turned to be a different situation and we just kept our mouths shut. 

Practically all my school chums are buried in Russia; Martin, my neighbor; Hans  in Stalingrad; 

Martin in Kiev. They were barely 18, or 17, when they were drafted. They had to go. And now 

they call them Nazis. They should give them the honor and call them a German soldier. 

 

Kim:  There’s a difference but people don’t know that there’s a difference. Some. 

 

Mrs. H.:  See, I didn’t have to join the party because the armed forces and the Nazi’s party were 

like that. And there was some mean people. They got all the publicity. And what’s happening 

now, my grandson Jessie worked at Schlotzsky’s and there was a little girl, Irina Charny, she 

came here from Belarus, Russia at four. Her family, her mama is a professor at Sanford 

University teaching Russian, and she works in the library. Her grandparents are here too. Her 

grandfather is already 90. I think her grandmother was born in Kiev.  No. I don’t know. No, in 

Minsk, Belarus. Her husband is into computers. Vitali. Larissa and Vitali Charny. 

Her grandmother from the mother’s side is in Jerusalem with her twin brother. They stayed there. 

And now, she had the little girl, Soya, she’s Jewish because of her mama. She’s expecting a little 

boy. He’s going to be Isaac Basil. Basil was my first husband’s second name. Jessie’s already 

named after his grandfather. He’s supposed to be born in December. They don’t name any kids 

for living people because their superstition is that they die.  So they name them after somebody 

that’s passed. But now I’m blood related with Jewish and Russian people after the long way 

around. The nicest people. God brought us together. And Irina calls me all the time and checks 

on me. They come for the parties. Nicest people you could ever meet.  

My father had to fight them in the First World War, and all he talked about was when they 

celebrated Christmas. The Germans had cigarettes and one guy was playing the harmonica, Stille 

Nacht, Silent Night, and the Russians in their trenches, they were in the trenches, they came over 

with vodka and they sang together and celebrated Christmas together, because they believed in 

that, too. And the next day they go orders to shoot each other. So what my father remembered 
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was the stupidity of the war. Then we had to fight them again in the Second World War. We 

didn’t have anything against them. 

 

Kim:  When Hitler came to power, did the Germans take over as governor and all of the city 

leaders? Did the people who were Austrians get put out of work? 

 

Mrs. H.:  A lot of them were out of work before that. But then you had to work. Even in Munich 

in ’48 after the war, I still had to work to get my ration card. 

 

Kim:  I mean the politicians, the bürgermeisters, did they go away? And then German mayors 

and German leaders of the town take over? In your hometown? 

 

Mrs. H.:  Well, I think, well they killed, the Nazis killed our first chancellor. And Schuschnigg 

was the next one, Kurt Schuschnigg. I saw him walking by me, we kids were supposed to greet 

him and give him flowers, and he was just running through, like he was afraid. And he wound up 

in Colombia, New York, and was a teacher, professor or something.  But he chickened out, he 

left us. So we didn’t have no government.  We didn’t have no army. And the people were happy 

to have jobs, and later you didn’t get your ration card if you didn’t get a job. And the jobs were 

all, see, they took the old ladies from the stores and drafted them.  There were some that were 

close to 60 that were drafted. But like I said, I was lucky to be in that office instead of the 

ammunition factory. I learned fast. 

 

Kim:  Did Jews come back to your hometown after the war? 

 

Mrs. H.:  No, I went there during the Russian occupation, because I was afraid they’d send me 

over here. And I would not see my folks again because my husband said that he couldn’t promise 

that I would ever be able to go back. He wasn’t the one that paid my way; I paid my own way. 

 

Kim:  There were no Jews that came back to your hometown? 

 

Mrs. H.:  Oh yeah. What was his name? Weidermeyer, something. They had a villa there; he 

came back. Getting along good with people. They knew that we didn’t hate them. They came 

back.  

But a lot of those that I used to know were never heard of. I just heard that my doctor wound up 

in Switzerland, and Dr. Hoffmann’s girls wound up in England. But I don’t know about the 

Holtzes, they were old ladies and Mariana was probably middle aged, had the little girl.  

We would light the candles on Shabbat, and comb the old ladies’ hair. We had such a good 

relationship. And then, I guess, we all became like a bunch of zombies. We just did what we 

were told and kept our mouths shut. Cause if you told a joke about Hitler or something, you 

better shut up or you’d wind up in Dachau. I thought there was a prison in north Germany. When 

I went to Munich, I think it was about 25 kilometers away, and see my first husband was a medic 

and he was one of the first American soldiers in Dachau, and he helped those people. See, you all 

think that they cremated them alive, but they did not, they were…..But he had photos. He took 

photos where the skeletons were stacked up, the bodies. He made sure he did. 

They weren’t just Jews. I don’t know what his first name was, Siegfried, Sigmund, Siegfried, 

Bonhuffer ??? he was a German. He was ah, no, Austrian? He was a pastor, a Lutheran pastor. I 
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guess he was German. And he was against it, and they arrested him. At the end, the Russians 

were already coming in; the Americans were already coming in and they hanged him cause he 

wouldn’t repent. He wouldn’t deny that he was against it.  

And so it was a lot of clergy, it was anybody that was against it, anybody that spoke up. Gypsies. 

We had a gypsy that came all the time begging and my mama would give him my father’s best 

shirts. And he came, when Hitler took over, he came and says, “Frau, I got a job” and then we 

found out they were putting them in concentration camps too. Gypsies and anybody that wasn’t 

solid, that couldn’t, we had to prove to the 17th century ancestry.  I just found it the other day.  

All our ancestors to the 17th century, and my first ancestor’s name, her name was Lazarus. I said 

well that’s a good ole German name, Jewish name, but she was a Roman Catholic. Then we 

found out here, not long ago, I found out that Hitler had a Jewish daddy. And that’s probably 

why he was mad at them, well he got gassed in the war and that probably messed him up. And he 

was in a strict Catholic home, he was an altar boy. And then he just, he started out trying to be 

good to people, to some of them. But he got the big head like most dictators.  

And see the armed forces were the ones that tried, and they died horrible deaths. They hanged 

them slowly with wire. They were career soldiers and they were not bad, they were just 

idealistic. He hanged them. 

 

Kim:  I went to Auschwitz in 2015. 

 

Mrs. H.:  You saw that? Those were horrible places. They had one in Austria. I didn’t, we didn’t 

really know. They didn’t advertise any of that. Never ever was there anything said what they 

were doing to the Jews, cause we were Christians, how could that happen? It was never ever 

mentioned. You know, looks like they would have been proud of what they were doing, but they 

never mentioned it.  We did not know, it was never ever in the news, we just forgot about them. 

We just became zombies, did what we were told and kept our mouths shut to keep alive.  

At first, we thought it was ideally, I liked the sports and clean living. I mean, you all said that we 

were a bunch of psychotics, you know, and lots of bad things were happening. It was clean living 

and we were helping each other. My mama would go to a German lady and get the milk. She had 

too much and gave it to one who didn’t have enough milk, to the baby. So it brought out the 

good, you know, in people. And it was idealistic. But then look what happened? And I salute 

every American that liberated us. I’m so sad, I don’t call myself an Austrian American; I’m an 

American. And …there was something else I wanted to add to that. For better or for worse, you 

know? And I learned, I took four courses of American history, an elective, to learn about the 

country, and I think everybody that comes here should do that and should learn English. English 

is the easiest language to communicate with. I could not tell you, “I love you” in German. “Ich 

liebe dich.” That just sounds so hard but I can say “I love you.” 

 

Kim:  I’m trying to learn German. I can read it a little but not great. 

 

Mrs. H.: But I tried to be a good citizen. I paid my taxes, but I’m against wars because the 

Vietnam war was only for the people that sell their hardware. Wars are mostly because they’re 

selling their hardware. Why do you think we’re still in Afghanistan? Somebody’s selling their 

hardware. There is no reason to be in Afghanistan. Those people don’t want us there. They want 

their way, and we are trying to change it. Even the soldiers that we are outfitting, and feeding, 

and paying, they turn against us.  
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Kim:  I know and it’s the same thing every time. All the time, it’s the same. And we don’t learn. 

 

Mrs. H.:  Well the one with us had to happen. I salute everyone that liberated us. 

 

Kim:  I mean in the Middle East, it’s the same thing every single time. It’s all what you say about 

hardware. 

 

Mrs. H.:  Yeah. The reason for war, and so many people on either side, what we have against the 

Vietnamese? They were already under the French law and everything. They wanted to be 

nationalistic. They wanted to be Vietnamese. And we are trying to use Communism. That’s still 

going on in the country. Now we’re going to have a war with another Communist. 

 

Kim:  That’s going to be bad. Very bad. 

 

Mrs. H.:  That could start the end of our being, if they start a nuclear war, because the wind 

blows it everywhere. One thing, they should have ships there to shoot those things down, but 

then they’re gonna hit China and Japan and Taiwan, you know? So . . . 

 

Kim:  It will slowly make it here. 

 

Mrs. H.:  But it would save us but it could fall down in those countries. And China is sort of 

wishy washy about it, but they’re in danger because the only way we can stop ‘em from coming 

over here is shoot them down. That’s why we need ships there with those rockets to shoot those 

things down. But then it’s going to blow up and the wind blows it everywhere. Nobody’s safe.  

They’re having people dying in Austria with cancer now because Gorbachev didn’t tell nobody, 

and it fell on their vegetables and their fruits, and they don’t wash them. They just eat them off 

the fields. And they’re now, they have more cancer than ever.  

All of my school chums are gone. There are only, one girl is in Canada;; one was in my 

hometown, I couldn’t get her; and one who went to live into a nursing home. So all that from my 

class. And I was the puniest little runt that I made it to 93, but God gave me a purpose, an 

opportunity, not to save myself from Heaven, to go to Heaven, that’s not what I do it for, because 

Jesus had already done that. We don’t get credit for any good works we’re doing. It doesn’t 

count. But God wants us to do it. He gave us opportunities.  

Well God gave me an opportunity to park cars. I’ve been now for so many years, parking cars. 

And it goes to Central Mission, no Mission Central. It’s run by Lutheran volunteers and they get 

every penny. I think I told you that they, one guy was supposed to go to Hamburg, and he got 

sick, and they already got my $650 that people had paid down, and he thanked me for it. He had 

sent me a card. Well the guy that is helping me find those people, he’s a volunteer. He doesn’t 

get paid. The missionaries don’t get paid either even they are with Mission Center.  And he sent 

me a card that the guy got sick and do I want the money back; he had to give the money back. I 

said no, just use it for the people that go in his stead. And a couple went to teach some of those 

immigrant Muslims and get the people back to church. They said Germany in 40 years will be 

Muslim because they are not going to church. The churches are empty, in Austria too. They have 

to pay the taxes to the government, the church tax. So it’s so impersonal, they don’t give it to the 

church, just what little they give on Sunday. But the church tax goes to the government and they 
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pay the church. So a lot of them don’t want to do that no more. A lot of young people, they’re 

struggling, they just don’t want to do it. So they’re gonna look for something, and there’s 

Muslim. 

 

Kim:  Will you spell your hometown? 

 

Mrs. H.:  S-A-U-E-R-B-R-U-N-N. Sour spring. Two Ns.  

It’s really “Bad”; it has in the front B-A-D, like “bad”, but it means “bath”. It’s a resort town 

where people come from the mud baths and all kinds of things. We used to have mineral water, 

but they moved it and it got kind of diluted. But it was, it was like this Italian mineral water we 

get here. I forgot the name. It tasted a lot like it. We could go and get our bottles filled, but then 

they moved it and it got kind of diluted. But that’s why it’s named “Bad Sauerbrunn”; “bath sour 

spring.” And it was a resort town. It was nice growing up there. We had villas and one villa, the 

Arctic villa. . . 

 

[interruption] 

 

Mrs. H.:  . . .was across the street from where we used to live. We lived in a little duplex house 

that was from the railroad, and the Arctic villa, they played “Lilly” from there. I remember that 

was a famous song that everybody like. And they were stationed there and played it from there 

when they left Slovakia. My sister told me that she, she sent me some pictures of it.  

But I made four years in the German Luftwaffe. I was sent to anti-aircraft, but I wasn’t changed. 

But I was, the brown one was the communications; I was into communications. They had 

different, like pilots and different people and we had the brown label, and that was 

communication. And I had to learn a lot. But it beat the ammunition factory.  

 

Kim:  My son is here. Can I come again to talk to you?  

 

Mrs. H.:  Can you give me a copy of it? Because it’s all of my life and I have been too lazy to 

write my life story.  

But about the Jews, we were kept in the dark, what happened after Hitler moved in. We just 

knew they disappeared overnight. They just said that the SS was running my doctor down the 

street. That’s the last they saw of him, and I don’t know what happened to any of the others. 

 

Kim:  Yes, that’s the way it was. They just disappeared.  

 

Mrs. H.:  I don’t know if they were there or not, but I remember we had to march around for 

some reason. Anyway I was into sports, marching around….and they were marching and there 

was a guy, he later became a criminal, from my class, and he used to say something awful, a 

song about the Jews. And my teacher was a Nazi, I didn’t know, but he was a correct man. I 

mean I thought a lot of him, but I was sort of scared of him. And he shut him up and he was 

singing about the blood of the Jews from the knife. It’s a song, a hateful song, and he turned out 

to be a criminal.  

And they were throwing rocks at the little store, and I didn’t realize then that this was the 

Kristallnacht. I didn’t know. Later on after the war, I found out that that night was the night 



 

101 

 

where we were marching around but we didn’t, I guess that guy threw the rocks, or somebody 

threw a rock in that window, but I had no idea that that was Kristallnacht.  

 

Kim:  One of your classmates threw the rock? 

 

Mrs. H.:  I don’t know. It was dark but some hateful…there was some hateful people. But it just 

sort of became, like, it wasn’t no propaganda or nothing. It wasn’t advertised. I didn’t even know 

that was Kristallnacht, but somebody did because they threw a rock in there. And I didn’t know 

that the SS was here. My sister tells me a lot, like she told me about that bombing, the date, on 

the thirteenth of August ’43. That guy saved my life. 

 

Kim:  Did Alan Turing send you a message or did they just close the radio and then you had to 

move? 

 

Mrs. H.:  No. He was already dead. He had to kill himself in ’46 or something and he should 

have had the biggest medal. 

 

Kim:  Yes he should have. I’m going to write this and then I will give you a copy.  

 

Mrs. H.:  Did it help you? Because I don’t know too much about the Holocaust because they 

didn’t advertise it. 

 

Kim:  I’m studying the German side of World War II. So I’m looking at the people who were 

made to go into service in the German army. And also, and I’m looking at the differences 

between Nazis and German soldiers.  

 

Mrs. H.:  Because we didn’t have to join the Nazi party. But “Nazi” really don’t mean nothing 

but “nationalism.” You know, if you’re patriotic here, you’re a nationalist. It’s really not a dirty 

word, but they made it a dirty word. And we didn’t have to belong because I got out of the 

arbeitskinsks and I got out of joining the party because I was in the armed forces. And I never 

did.  We had to quit saluting like this and go like that. I didn’t like it. And the captain comes 

down from the mess hall and we go and salute him. After that, I went around by the canteen and 

up to the mess hall, so he caught onto it and he said “B” you are avoiding me. Don’t you know 

you are supposed to salute your superior officers?” I said, “Well, Herr Kapitän, I always thought 

that the gentlemen says ‘hello’ to a lady first.” Well that didn’t go over well (laughing, 

inaudible). 

He called me down three times on the carpet about that. And then one time I had found a rat that 

was already soaking wet, and I hung it on a string and we had a staircase coming up, sort of 

leaned over. And Tiana was sort of cross-eyed, she was really tall. She was only 15 or 16, they 

took them right out of the main school. That Knox girl too. They took them right out of the 

school. Fifteen years old.  

I was never dating. I was too skinny for, they said “Well you are a skinny girl but I like you.” 

They said you were a skinny girl but I like you. Well you can go where the girls do. I never had 

any luck with dating Germans. They liked them a little bit hefty and I was so skinny. I only 

weighed 80 German pounds, as tall as I am now. Because now I weigh 117 and you see how 

skinny.  
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I hung that rat down right in her face.  She reported me. I had to go see him again. “What do you 

think you’re doing?” but I think he was really laughing.  

And then, what was the, oh, I didn’t take orders too well. One of them that outranked me, I 

wasn’t really into being anything. I was a corporal after four years. I was finally devoted [sic], 

got to be a corporal. I didn’t have any ambition as far as military.  When we had to march around 

at 5 o’clock in the morning, I went to the doctor and he said I need butter, and I need. . . and he 

got me off from marching around. So I wasn’t for the military part of it.  

She comes in and says “B” I already had the broom in my hand. “Clean up the radio station.” I 

just put the broom on the wall and walked out. She reported me. “B”don’t you know you’re 

supposed to obey your superiors?” Well, I don’t mind obeying somebody that’s smarter than I 

am, but not somebody that’s stupider than I am ?? because she was just a telephone operator and 

we thought we were the elite, you know.  

So three times I was called on the carpet. If we would have had German superiors, I wouldn’t be 

alive, because I was so disobedient and Austrians had more sense of humor. But they chickened 

out and otherwise we would have all been killed.  

Kim:  My son is here.  

 

Mrs. H.:  I can keep this?  

 

Kim:  Yes. 

 

Mrs. H.:  That was so nice you did that. I was hoping it would help you. 

 

Kim:  Yes, yes, very much. 

 

Mrs. H.:  I’m getting so weak in my legs. I’m losing all my strength. I’m getting dizzy, too. I got 

so dizzy the other day I thought I was checking out. 
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APPENDIX D:   

 

SPSS FREQUENCIES 

 

Gender 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Male 75 75.0 75.0 75.0 

Female 25 25.0 25.0 100.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0  

      

 

Job Title in Camp 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Guard 65 65.0 65.0 65.0 

Administrative 5 5.0 5.0 70.0 

Doctor 4 4.0 4.0 74.0 

Nurse 2 2.0 2.0 76.0 

Leader 8 8.0 8.0 84.0 

Aufseherin (female guard) 8 8.0 8.0 92.0 

Security 1 1.0 1.0 93.0 

clerk 2 2.0 2.0 95.0 

Electrician 2 2.0 2.0 97.0 

Kitchen 2 2.0 2.0 99.0 

Clothes 1 1.0 1.0 100.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0  
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Concentration Camp 

Main Camps Worked by Selected Guards 

 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Auschwitz-Birkenau 74 74.0 74.0 74.0 

Belzec 1 1.0 1.0 75.0 

Dachau 3 3.0 3.0 78.0 

Mauthausen 1 1.0 1.0 79.0 

Ravensbruck 18 18.0 18.0 97.0 

Stutthof 1 1.0 1.0 98.0 

Horneburg 1 1.0 1.0 99.0 

Lodz 1 1.0 1.0 100.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0  

 

 

 

Additional Camp Worked by Selected Guards 

 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 
Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Auschwitz-Birkenau 9 9.0 9.0 9.0 

Bergen-Belsen 4 4.0 4.0 13.0 

Buchenwald 2 2.0 2.0 15.0 

Majdanek 3 3.0 3.0 18.0 

Ravensbruk 5 5.0 5.0 23.0 

None 77 77.0 77.0 100.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0  
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Pre-War Occupation 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Farmer 9 9.0 9.0 9.0 

Administrative 6 6.0 6.0 15.0 

Nurse 3 3.0 3.0 18.0 

Domestic 3 3.0 3.0 21.0 

House Wife 3 3.0 3.0 24.0 

Politician 2 2.0 2.0 26.0 

Teacher 2 2.0 2.0 28.0 

Student/College 3 3.0 3.0 31.0 

Police 4 4.0 4.0 35.0 

Lawyer 1 1.0 1.0 36.0 

Bricklayer 1 1.0 1.0 37.0 

Salesman 5 5.0 5.0 42.0 

Tradesman 9 9.0 9.0 51.0 

Locksmith 2 2.0 2.0 53.0 

Laborer 9 9.0 9.0 62.0 

Professor 1 1.0 1.0 63.0 

Merchant 10 10.0 10.0 73.0 

Electrician 4 4.0 4.0 77.0 

Doctor 2 2.0 2.0 79.0 

Jeweler 1 1.0 1.0 80.0 

Painter 1 1.0 1.0 81.0 

Baker 4 4.0 4.0 85.0 

Clerk 5 5.0 5.0 90.0 

Butcher 3 3.0 3.0 93.0 

Photographer 1 1.0 1.0 94.0 

Accountant 1 1.0 1.0 95.0 

Unknown 3 3.0 3.0 98.0 

Inn Keeper 1 1.0 1.0 99.0 

Engineer 1 1.0 1.0 100.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0  
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Military Rank 

 Frequency Percent Valid 
Percent 

Cumulative 
Percent 

Valid Blockführerin 1 1.0 1.0 1.0 

SS Rapportaufseherin 1 1.0 1.0 2.0 

SS-Schütze/SS Private 2 2.0 2.0 4.0 

SS-Sturm mann/SS Storm Man 7 7.0 7.0 11.0 

SS-Rotten führer/SS-Band Leader 14 14.0 14.0 25.0 

SS-Unter schar führer/SS-Under 
Company Leader 

6 6.0 6.0 31.0 

SS-Ober schar führer/SS-Senior 
Company Leader 

9 9.0 9.0 40.0 

SS-Unter sturm führer/SS-Under 
Storm Leader 

2 2.0 2.0 42.0 

SS-Ober sturm führer/SS-Senior 
Storm Leader 

2 2.0 2.0 44.0 

SS-Sturm bann führer/Major 1 1.0 1.0 45.0 

SS-Ober sturm bann 
führer/Lieutenant Colonel 

1 1.0 1.0 46.0 

SS-Helferin 18 18.0 18.0 64.0 

20.00 1 1.0 1.0 65.0 

SS-Hauptscharführer/First Sergeant 4 4.0 4.0 69.0 

Unterscharführer/Junior Leader 24 24.0 24.0 93.0 

Gruppenführer 1 1.0 1.0 94.0 

Brigadeführer 1 1.0 1.0 95.0 

Oberaufseherin/Supervisor 5 5.0 5.0 100.0 

Total 100 100.0 100.0  
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